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We are sure that our readers will have an interest 
in the letter from Professor Newcomb, and the com- 
ments thereon, in the department of “ Notes on Open 
Letters.” The main question at issue in the current 
discussion between theologians and scientists is in- 
volved in the matter there considered. 


Mr. Edward Kimball, who has done so much in 
raising money to pay church debts, would like a sup- 
ply of second-hand books suitable for a Presbyterian 
Sunday-school library in Salt Lake City. He ought 
to have no difficulty in getting these from some of 
our readers. His address is 213 Wabash Avenue, 
Chicago, Ill. 

There is a certain sense of responsibility to God 
that is inseparable from every sincere attempt to 
administer justice between man and man. The sol- 
emn appeal to God to witness the truth of all testi- 


mony before the lowest court or the highest is more | instance, is a single page of a recent issue of The | 


than a mere form, in spite of the irreverent manner 
in which it is so often made. 


fearing men. A fine illustration of this recognition 


of the sacredness of the judicial function was given 


on the occasion of the recent welcome of Judge 
Butler to his place on the bench of the United 
States District Court in Philadelphia. In the greet- 
ing extended to him as he first took his seat in the 





Court as the successor of Judge Cadwalader, Mr. Eli 
K. Price, the venerable senior of the distinguished 
practitioners at the bar of that court, concluded an 
eloquent address with the solemn ejaculation, “ May 
He that judgeth the judge be ever with you in the 
judgment!” In his reply, Judge Butler, after a few 
felicitous words of thanks and response, said ear- 
nestly : “ In closing, I desire to repeat the prayer with 
which my friend, Mr. Price, took his seat ; and to do 
it most reverently and devoutly.” At this the Judge 
with closed eyes and in reverent tones uttered the 
words of prayer, “ May he who judgeth judges, the 
divine Master and Father, strengthen and guide me 
in the effort to administer justice to my fellow-men!” 
It was an impressive scene. It was an auspicious 
beginning for the new judge’s term of service. It 
inspired fresh confidence in him, and new respect for 
his high office. 


A good illustration of the iconoclastic spirit of the 
would-be reformers of science and religion in these 
days is found in the newspaper comments on the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, in New York, on the 
occasion of its removal from Fourteenth Street to the 
Central Park. One of the “ great dailies” actually 
suggests, that the chief objection to this museum is 
the prominence it gives to antiquated relics, instead 
of aiming to foster American art; that instead of 
gathering remains of the imperfect work of Grecian 
and Pheenician and Egyptian artists it ought to 
cluster the best results of the taste and skill of living 
artists of America. The wise comment is added that 
all the European museums are conducted on this 
principle of cultivating and honoring native talent! 
This way of looking at historic relics, at the accumu- 
lation ‘of works of art, in the order of successive 
ages, is akin to the spirit of those pseudo scientists 
and religionists who insist that there was never any 
knowledge, or inspiration, or attainment worth speak- 
ing of until they were born. They sneer at a theory 
of creation which dates back to Moses; they scout 
the Hebrew records of history ; they protest against 
the acceptance of any system of theology which was 
formulated prior to the last half of the nineteenth 
century. Even if they do not think that they are 
the people and that wisdom will die with them, they 
are very sure that there were no people before them, 
and that wisdom begins with them. Well, that is 
one way of looking at it; but there are still those 
who, “ instructed unto the kingdom of heaven,” are 
“like unto a man that is an householder, which 
[gathereth into, and then] bringeth forth out of his 
treasure things new and old.” 


The existence of Christianity and paganism side by 
side, under the same governmental conditions, and in 
most respects regulated by the same social system, is 


| strikingly illustrated in the columns of the secular 


newspapers of the larger Asiatic cities. Here, for 


|Siam Weekly Advertiser, published at Bangkok. 


And a large proportion | 
of the judges in our American courts are really God- | 





One section of its readers is informed that the English 
church edifice has been repaired, and is now open as 


usual; that goods lately purchased in Paris may be | 
found at a store “on the grounds of the Roman | 


Catholic Church -Calvary;” and that the annual 
meeting of the American Presbyterian Missions had 


just been held. The native readers of the paper are | 


which relates to the decapitation of three persons 
concerned in making an unpermitied call on a 
domestic at the king’s palace; while another gives a 
full account of the death and burial of Chow k’un 
Tamnak Doem, “superintendent of the king’s weapons 
of personal defense.” Just previous to her death this 
“eminent lady” sent “flowers and incense sticks and 
wax tapers” to the King, as her farewell; and his 
Majesty “graciously sent in return fifteen priests’ 
cloths, that she might make merit therewith.” Both 
the English church and the American Presbyterian 
missions have plenty to do so long as king and people 
expect to make merit by fifteen priests’ cloths. But 
Caucasian civilization still handicaps Caucasian mis- 
sionary effort ; for here on the same page is an adver- 
tisement of the billiards and choice wines to be found 
at the Bangkok Hotel. Not all the European and 
American missionaries sent to Siam, or any other 
foreign field, are missionaries of religion. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL SONG BOOKS OF THE 
SEASON. 


Once in a while we must express our opinion of 
the current new music-books for the Sunday-school. 
We do not attempt to keep up with them; for if we 
did we should have to abandon everything else. They 
multiply so rapidly that there is always a later book 
or two than those in print when we began an editorial 
on the subject. But we want to note the general 
drift of this literature from year to year ; and it seems 
time to turn our attention to it again. 

Here in a series of recent issues before us are more 
than a thousand pages of tunes and verses; much of 
it, of course, rubbish. It is a dreary task to go over 
all these, page by page, longing to light on something 
characteristic or individual, and finding, after all, not 
much but the same old song; rarely any gleam of 
genius or originality, and only here and there the 
appearance of that most common-place substitute for 
originality,—the ardent longing and violent effort to 
be original. Generally there is not even this, The 
“ composer ” or “ poet ” is meekly content to reproduce 
for substance what has been found to be marketable. 
And so long as the market continues to hold good, 
we can hardly expect a smaller annual supply than 
hitherto of machine verse and hand-organ tunes, the 
imitation of imitations down to the third and fourth 
generation from the original. 

The task is all the more tedious just now because 
it lacks that little dash of the comic element that has 
sometimes enlivened our labors. Something, perhaps 
it is a little sharp criticism, possibly it is the hardness 
of the times, has discouraged the incompetents whose 
*illiteracies in verse and monstrosities in music used 
to amuse the reader of our criticisms. At least, if 
| they write and publish, they are cautious not to send 
‘their productions to The Sunday School Times. 
There is no one of this year’s books that is sufficiently 
grotesque or outrageous to be really amusing. 

One good feature appears, in looking over this pile 
of books. There are among them two little volumes, 
one of thirty-two pages, sold at five cents, and another 
of twice the size and price. This seems to us the 
most real improvement that has recently been made 
'in Sunday-school hymnody. It is what we urged upon 
| editors and publishers two years ago, and we gratefully 
accept it as a blessing to the cause of Sunday-schools. 
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these two books will thereby save from $15 to $25 to 
every hundred scholars, from the ordinary outlay. 
Nor do we consider that this money will be saved by 
making a sacrifice ; for the smaller books are of them- 
selves 80 much more desirable on account of their small- 
ness, that they would be better worth having, even 
if they cost a higher price than the 160-page books. 
The habit of perpetually flying from one new hymn 
to another is most unfavorable to the spirit of worship. 
And yet the temptation to try something new 
every time is irresistible when the “lean and 
flashy songs ” are so thin in structure and so poor in 
thought that they wear out in a very few repetitions. 
It is well to have some limit fixed, in the dimensions 
of the book, to restrain this incessant roaming. An- 
other characteristic which has not shown itself before 
is betrayed in the books “adapted to the Interna- 
tional lessons for 1879.” There is something plausi- 
ble in the idea of using the Sunday-school “ service 
of song” to enforce the teaching of the lesson for the 
day. And indeed the element of appropriateness 
ought to enter into all the exercises of school worship, 
when the study of a certain portion of the Bible is 
the chief object of the school’s assembling. Yet, 
while a general congruity of tone and feeling in all 
the exercises of the school tends to edification, it does 
not minister to the simple spirit of childlike prayer 
aud praise to be adopting ingenious devices to work 
the lesson into all of them, least of all to be manufac- 
turing a new set of rhymes, with a breaking-joints 
chorus for every International lesson of the fifty-two 
in each year, to consume, at the best, so much time 
in the learning as to fail of advantage for the Sunday 
of their first introduction, even if the hymns were 
good for anything after they were learned. However, 
we believe that this new attempt will fail by its very 
cumbrousness. 

And now with these prefatory remarks we turn to 
brief comments in detailed criticism of these books* 
one by one. 

1. Welcome Songs is the smallest of the books, and 
we are almost ready to call it the best. It contains 
forty pieces, nearly all singable, and good of their 
kind, which is the Sankey kind. For a school 
already equipped with books, which wishes to add 
something new, this is enough. It contains weak 
parodies on successful hymns, of course—they all have 
that ; and it shows slovenly or incompetent editing, 
—see the grammar and the rhymes on page 8, the 
forlorn doggerel on page 9, the progressions on pages 
21 and 28. There is a praiseworthy abstinence from 
the familiar and overdone hitching-along and breaking- 
joints-between-the-parts chorus, with which we have 
been sickened for the last three years. One piece for 
little children, “ Just because he loves me,” is excep- 
tionally good. This little pamphlet is labeled “ No. 
1.” We have two suggestions to make to the pub- 
lisher: First, not to bein too much of a hurry to 
bring out No. 2, but to wait till he is sure it is 
wanted, and till he is sure he has got the material to 
make it of; secondly, not to make all his numbers 
on the same pattern or grade. If he should make a 
No. 3 or No. 4, for instance, for the benefit of schools 
that were ready to make a safe and inexpensive 
experiment with hymns and music of a different style, 
he might not at once find a wide market for it, but 


* Welcome Songs for Sabbath Schools. Edited by R. 8. Thain. 32 pp. 
Chicago: F. H. Revell. Price, $5.00 per 100 copies. 
Hymn Service for the Sunday School. Composed, compiled and 
arranged by the Rev. R. Lowry, W. Howard Doane, Dr. D. A. Whe- 
don, and Dr. J. H. Vincent. Embracing Hymns and Songs, new and 
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he would do a useful thing, and supply a want 
already felt to some extent. 
2. Hymn Service contains 115 pieces. Of these 
about one-half are snatches of well-known devotional 
hymns selected with uncommonly good taste and 
sense. They are just long enough, rarely exceeding 
three stanzas; and of course the selections are much 
better made than by the process of extemporaneous 
abridgement at the hands of the superintendent. 
These “solid hymns” are the best part of the book ; 
but the other part is as good as might be expected 
from the competency of the editors and the resources 
of the publishers. This little book is sufficient in 
itself for all the singing of a large school,—for it is a 
mistake to suppose that a large school needs more 
hymns than a small one. The “International les- 
son” feature in this book is confined to a good index 
at the end. 
3. The Helping Hand contains a number of more 
or less successful parodies and imitations, and it 
might be used with no serious harm in a school where 
the superintendent was a man of caution and discrim- 
ination in selecting from it. We have scored its 
margins over against some foolish things, and some 
worse than foolish; but in general the book is too 
like the rest of its class to call for particular remark. 
4. The Tree of Life. The genealogy of Sunday- 
school hymns is curiously illustrated in the first pages 
that we light upon in this book. The well-known 
Scotch poet, Horatius Bonar (pronounced, by the 
way, Bonner) has written a strong and fine lyric— 
not at all too fine for the plainest people or the 
youngest children—beginning 
“A few more years shall roll.” 
But there is a market for something new, and so a 
fresh hand translates it into three fairish stanzas, on 
page 11, thus: 
A little while longer to labor, before we shall pass to our 
rest ! 
A little more watching and waiting, ere quiet shall come 
to our breast ! 
A little while longer to scatter the seeds that shall ripen 
on high! 
Before with the glorified reapers we gather our sheaves 
in the sky. 
Still under the stimulus of the market demand, yet 
another poet seizes the inspiration at third hand, and 
here, on page 13, is the result : 

Yet a little labor, while below we roam; 

Yet a little sorrow, ere we rest at home. 

Yet a little scattering, everywhere we go, 

Of the seeds of kindness, praying they may grow. 
And so on through the three stanzas, line against 
line. In passing, our eye falls on page 12, where we 
read : 

To thy shadow, mighty rock ! 

We will cling, from day to day. 
But perhaps this is not so bad as the ditty which 
appears with various music in several books, and 
describes one as 

Sailing on life’s stormy sea, 

Clinging to the Rock. 
We ought to mention, by the way, that on this page 
12 Mr. W. O. Perkins has achieved a closer imitation 
of Dr. Mason’s tune, “ Bethany,” than the laws of 
copyright permit. But if he were to set up the 
defense that the plaintiff took his tune from “ Oft in 
the Stilly Night,” we hardly see what rejoinder could 
be made. The case is another illustration of the 





old, appropriate to the International Lessons for 1879. 64 pp. New 
York: Biglow & Main. 


The Helping Hand extended and dedicated to Sunday-schools and 
Praise Meetings by W. 'T. Giffeand J. H. Rosecrans. 160 pp. Cincinnati: 
George D, Newhall & Co. 


The Tree of Life. For Sunday-schools. By W.O. Perkinsand A. Byron 
Condo. 160 pp. Boston: G. D. Russell & Co. 


Glorious Tidings. For Sunday-schools. By H. P. Perkins and W. W. 
Bentley. 160 pp. Boston: W. W, Smith & Co. 


Chautauqua Carols: a collection of favorite songs suitable for all Sun- 
day-schoo! services. By the Rev. Robert Lowry, W. Howard Doane, and 
Wm. F. Sherwin. 128pp. New York: Biglow & Main. Price, $25 per 
100 copies. 

Spiritual Sor for gospel meetings and the Sunday-school. By the 
Rey. Elisha A. Hoffman and J. H. Tenney. 112 pp. Cleveland: Baker 
&smellie. Price, $20 per 100 copies. 


Gospel Hymns, No. 3. By_Ira D. Sankey, James McGranahan, and 
Gosete ©. Stebbins. 112 pp. New York: Biglow & Main. Price, $30 per 
100 copies. 


The International Lesson Hymnal, 1879. Edited by David C. Cook, 
assisted by the Bureau of Sunday-school Music and Bureau of Sunday- 
school Poetry. 144pp. Chicago: David C. Cook. Price, $20 per 100 copies. 


genealogy of Sunday-school songs and tunes. One 
| of the imitative poets reappears on page 63 in words 
| of sententious wisdom : 
| There are souls that must be saved, 
There’s truth we must obey; 
And acts and deeds that’s kind, 
To do from day to day. 
But this is only to kindle up the singers to the 
climax of the chorus: 
Some good there can be done 
By you and even I. 


It is only in its highest flights that genius so breaks 


But, after all, the worst thing about this book is its 

commonplace monotony, which cannot be illustrated 

by extracts. 

5. Glorious Tidings calls for yery little remark in 

the way either of praise or of censure. It has a fair 

share of the good qualities that appertain to its class, 

and is measurably free from blunders and absurdities. 

6. Chautauqua Carols is so good that it ought to 

be better. Its editors know full well what a song of 
worship or of religious meditation or aspiration is. 

And they cannot but know that the glee No. 118, 

written to religious words, but in weak imitation of 
a favorite opera chorus, is not a song of worship, 

but of amusement. It would be less objectionable 

if frankly set to secular words, and used in that 
form. Chautauqua Songs has, as a whole, the vast 

merit of not being original and “fresh ””—and it has 
other merits also. It is made mainly by selection, 
and when one of these book-makers selects tried 

pieces of other men’s making, he is apt to give you 

their best. When he gives you new work of his 
own, it is not so sure. 

We come now to the octavos. 

7. Spiritual Songs. A critical friend to whom we 
have showed our pile of books writes across the fly- 
leaf of this: “This book is the worst! almost all 
tunes either parodies or bosh with tum-ti-tum cho- 
ruses,” and he has absolutely ruined our copy by 
writing (with ink, too) such annotations as these: 
“Page 9. Absurd music all through. Page 10. 
Pretty good. 24. Irreverent in the extreme. 25. 
‘Gird your shield about you!!’ 36. Top couples 
right and left.” (Some of our readers may under- 
stand this better than we do.) “62. Parody on Sweet 
By-and-By—about thirty of them in this book. 79. 
‘This Fountain’ is the ‘Merry Swiss Boy.’ 96. Oujus 
Animam from Stabat Mater. Nice tune for a congre- 
gation!” It will be perceived that this friend of 
ours is not the genial critic that we are. He seems 
predisposed to find fault. But if the authors of 
Spiritual Songs object to having their book stigma- 
tized thus as the worst of the lot, and will indicate to 
us which of the others is worse than theirs, we will 
cheerfully make the correction. We do not feel 
sure that our friend’s estimate is quite just. 

8. Gospel Hymns, No. 3. It is sufficient to say of 
this book that it is like its predecessors. What they 
are, is known in every part of the world. The merit 
of No. 3 is that it is fully equal to them, and that is 
not small merit. Its fault is that it is not better— 
as it ought to have been, so leading on the people to 
better things. 

9. The International Lesson Hymnal. This book 
is much better than might have been expected from 
the plan on which it was begun. To waken the lyres 
of all the little penny poets in the land by the offer 
of prizes for “lesson hymns” was to impose an awful 
task upon the “ Bureau of Sunday-school Music” 
and the “ Bureau of Sunday-school Poetry,” and to 
risk swamping the enterprise with a deluge of milk- 
and-water. And when we learn that the call brought 
in more than eight hundred “ poems,” and more 
than five hundred pieces of music, our sympathies 
for the devoted men that had the skimming to do are 
intensified. The result is an octavo volume of 144 
pages, made up exclusively of “brand-new” compo- 
sitions, containing a certain number of good pieces, 
and very few that are objectionable, but character- 
ized by a tone of common-place respectability, and 
suggesting the impression of its having been made to 
order, as indeed it was. 

But we do not hesitate to repeat our judgment 
that the choice of the volumes before us lies between 
the two little books at the head of the list. 


CRITICISM AND CYNICISM. 


The office of the critical faculty is as legitimate as 
that of the creative. The two really stand side by 
side as equally important factors of good work. 
Every successful creator must, to a certain extent, 
be a judicious critic ; and the critic, as he shapes any 








loose from the artificial conventionalities of grammar. 


symmetrical or serviceable body of suggestions, must 
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be able, at least, to enter into the spirit of the crea- 
tor. Since the two faculties must be partially united in | 
the same individual, it behooves him who chiefly | 
devotes his talents to either task, that of criticism or | 
that of creation, not to look down upon the labors of | 
the other. A sound critic of literature, art, or man- | 
ners may or may not be able to produce works of | 
equal merit with those which he examines ; but it is | 
alike true that a noble painter or a fine poet might | 
fail in his attempt to estimate rightly the works of | 
other artists. | 

The ability to place a right estimate upon the | 
character, acts, or productions of others, is a power 
which is very necessary to every effort at right living 
and right teaching. But this power, the exercise of | 
which is a duty, is a very different thing from the 
habit of denunciation and detraction into which 
many persons, who pride themselves upon their criti- 
cal ability, hopelessly*fall. That individual exerts a 
melancholy influence, to whom every utterance, 
every fact, or every object, comes asa thing to be | 
treated with hostility or contempt. The influence 
of such a soured and cynical person is injurious to 
himself most of all, even though he know it not. 
Sneering criticism is born of ignorance or half-knowl- 
edge more often than of wisdom or experience. The 
young, especially students in seminaries and colleges, 
sometimes deem it a mark of superior ability to ques- 
tion everything, however evident or however widely 
accepted. The habit is often outgrown with the 
advent of wisdom and experience; but the evils of 
half-knowledge and of a carping spirit are not always 
avoided with the departure of youthful days. The 
sneerer goes through life with ever-diminishing 
influence, until at length he looks with satisfaction 
upon little else than his own opinion. Yet, on the 
way to this last estate, he is able to injure no small 
part of literature and life with his pessimistic notions, 
and is pretty sure to inspire a few others with a lik- 
ing for his own gloomy method. 

The work of destruction is an essential one, but in 
human history, as in the realm of natural law, it 
ought to be related to a corresponding work of con- 
struction, restoration, or purification. All the great 
reforms of the world have been accompanied by more 
or less of hostile criticism, or of downright over- 
throw. But Luther denounced Rome with zeal and 
success because he was determined to replace its 
method by a better religious system. Mere image- 
breaking is useless, or worse than useless, unless it be 
accompanied with a desire to enthrone the rightful 
authority in the desolated temple. It may be set 
down as an unvarying rule, that criticism is abso- 
lutely fruitless and profittess unless it be associated 
with the construction, at once or in the future, by 
the critic or by some other person, of a better work 
than the one criticised. 

Let this test, then, be applied to such criticisms as 
you make or see others make: “Is its object to 
improve?” It is not enough that a criticism be 
true; true or false, it should be followed by the 
inexorable query, “ Well, what then?” No reply 
but one looking toward betterment is a proper reply 
for the critic to make. The critic, in this true mean- 
ing of the word, is a surgeon who would heal, and so 
restore to a more useful life; the cynic is a mur- 
derer who would destroy, or abandon beyond hope of 
recovery. 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


In commenting recently on a habit of scientific men of 
dogmatizing unscientifically in the realm of pure theology, 
we quoted a familiar remark of Professor Newcomb, made 
in his address as president of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science, to the effect that he 
knew it to be God’s will “ that the course of nature shall 
go on unchanged, no matter how it may affect human 
interests.” We took exception to this as the Professor’s 
inference from certain observed facts in the past, put for- 
ward as if it were a final declaration of God’s will for 
the future, whether that inference agreed with or was 
in contradiction of the specific declaration of God’s will 
in the promises of his revealed word. In response to 


| time and space. 


| The parts of the great Cosmos are so connected that irremediable 





this criticism, we have received from Professor Newcomb 


the following note and quotations, to which we cheerfully 
give place: 
To the Editor of The Sunday School Times : 

In a recent issue of your paper you quote a part of one sen- 
tence from an address of mine and make it the text for some 
condemnatory remarks. At the request of members of my 
family, who have been pained by the attack, I enclose you the 
whole paragraph from which you quote, and a paragraph from 
the eminent president of Princeton on the same subject, request- 
ing you to print them together, and then do one of two things: 
either withdraw your remarks about me, or include Dr. MeCosh 
in your condemnation. Very respectfully yours, 

SIMON NEWCOMB. 
{From Dr. McCosh’s “Divine Government Physical and Moral,” page 223.] 

We reckon it a presumption in favor of the view now ex- 
pounded, that it leaves the laws of nature undisturbed, not 
only within, but beyond the limit at which human observation 
ceases. Geology and astronomy conspire to inform us that 
there is a uniformity of law throughout the widest regions of 
It seems as if, throughout all knowable time 
and space, there were a government by general laws, which 
others as well as the human race may observe and act upon. 


evil might follow the interference with law, even though that 
interference should be beyond the limit of human observation. 
We cannot conceive it to be for the mere good of man that 
general law has reigned throughout the long eras of the history 
of the earth before man peopled it, or that it reigns in the distant 
regions of space, of which he can take but a bare cognizance. 
Other ends must be served by this universality of law ; and we 
are not willing to suppose that it ceases at the point at which 
man’s eye must cease to follow it. Every new discovery in 
science widens the dominions of law, and we are not convinced 
that the interests of religion require us to limitthem. Alto- 
gether, when there is a way by which God can answer prayer 
without disturbing his own laws, it is safest to conclude that this 
is the actual method employed. 
[From P ofessor Newcomb’s Address. } 

And yet, if the scientific philosophy be correct, the provi- 
dential production of frost would be as miraculous and as 
incredible as the providential erection of a hospital in a single 
night without human hands. The temperature of the air and 
the amount of moisture it shall have in any given place, a day, 
a month, or a year from the present time, is as completely fixed 
by the present state of things and by the laws of evaporation, 
condensation, and motion of gases, as are the positions of the 
heavenly bodies. The first deposition of frost will be deter- 
mined by forces now at play, and any deviation from the inev- 
itable action would be a miracle of the same kind as pieces of 
timber hewing themselves into shape and putting themselves 
together untouched by man. Please notice that this similarity 
between the two states of things is entirely independent of any 
philosophical theory of natural causes. All we claim is that 
the laws which determine the motion of the air, the formation 
of clouds, the fall of rain, and the deposition of frost, are, 
with respect to their certainty of action, of the same class 
with those which determine the position, the movements, 
and the cohesion of a stick of timber. If you claim that 
both classes of causes are the acts of the Creator, we have nothing 
to say against it. All we say is that you must interpret his 
acts in the same way in the two cases. You must not claim 
that he will produce heat or cold by a fiat of an arbitrary will, 
unless you also claim that he will build the hospital, or leave it 
unbuilt, according to a similar fiat. Nor is it of any avail to 
say that you know it to be his will that the hospital shall remain 
unbuilt unless man undertakes it. We can in reply maintain 
that we know it to be his will that the course of nature shall go 
on unchanged, no matter how it may affect human interests. 

We certainly would not intentionally misrepresent 
Professor Newcomb; and if we have misunderstood his 
position we regret that we have done him injustice. The 
concluding sentences of the two extracts given above indi- 
cate the divergence in the two methods of treating this 
entire subject to which our first mention of it was designed 
to call attention. The theologian tentatively suggests the 
accord of all the disclosed facts of science with the prom- 
ised answers to prayer. The scientist unhesitatingly 
declares as an ascertained fact that which at the best seems 
but an inference. If, however, it is true that Professor 
Newcomb means that God stands ready to grant, in answer 
to faith-filled prayer, “the providential erection of a hos- 
pital in a single night without human hands,” or to 
providentially change for the same reason “the motion of 
the air, the formation of clouds, the fall of rain, and the 
deposition of frost”—all in entire accord with “the 
course of nature,” he is certainly holding advanced 





ground for a Christian scientist concerning the place of 
faith-filled power as a force in the realm of nature, and | 
we are glad to know that he is giving prominent advo- 
cacy to such opinions. If, on the other hand, Professor | 
Newcomb means to be understood that God does not 
stand ready to answer faith-filled prayer for a change in 
“the motion of the air, the formation of the clouds, the 
fall of rain,” then we differ with him most emphatically ; 
and if it were found that President McCosh, or any other 
distinguished divine, held similar opinions, we should 
assuredly include the theologian with the scientist in 





our “ condemnation ” thus far. 


CALM IN THE STORM. 


BY F. G. CLARK, D.D. 


It is a curious thing in aeronautics that the balloon is 
quite motionless as regards the particles of air which 
surround it; and the aeronaut may be swept along with 
the swiftness of a tornado, with nothing to indicate to 
him, if. enveloped in clouds, that he is not in the quiet of 
a calm. A famous balloonist, Mr. Flammarion, states 
that in an aerial journey of one hundred and twenty miles, 
he never felt himself in motion; and that from a glsss of 
water filled to the brim, which was placed within the car, 
not a drop was shaken out, although the balloon was 
rising and falling hundreds of feet. 

This fact is the more surprising when we consider the 
frightful velocity with which the balloon sometimes 
rushes along. Instances are on record in which the 
aeronaut has travelled a distance of over eleven hundred 
miles, at the rate of a mile in a minute. 

Ts not this tranquil movement of the balloon through 
the air a charming hint of the serenity which Christian 
faith may bring into the unrest of common life? Our 
outward circumstances are as shifting as the winds. No 
experience has been able to foretell the capricious move- 
ments of the atmosphere. Nor can any mortal anticipate 
what plunges up and down, hither and thither, life’s 
balloon may take. It seems a marvel that we can take 
life so calmly when we think of its awful caprices and 
changes. Who has lived in such quiet scenes as not to 
have found out that— 

“Storms lurk behind the bluest sky ; 
The deepest and most sudden shade 
By brightest things is ever made” ? 

Our cup of pleasure is full to-day. To-morrow it is 
overturned and empty. To-day life seems so freighted 
with cheer that we would consent to live on forever. To- 
morrow we find ourselves saying, ‘‘ I would not live alway.” 

And yet there are Christians all round us who are 
moving through cloud and storm with almost the serenity 
of the balloon. They have discovered a peace in Christ 
which somehow enwraps them, and counteracts the fric- 
tion of daily life. Outward circumstances retain for 
them all their caprice and irritation, but a quiet element 
intervenes which cannot be described. This tranquil 
movement is the peace of God which is by his grace 
assured to faith. Illustrations of this marvel are hap- 
pening every day, but there is no record made. They are 
reported only on high. 

Of this supernatural type of tranquility was the soul- 
quiet of the dying soldier in the Crimean War, whose 
captain found him on the field after a battle. “What 
can I do for you, my man?” asked the captain. “ Noth- 
ing,” replied the soldier. “Shall I write to your friends 
for you?” said the officer. “I have no friends,” the man 
replied. He spoke again and said, “Well, yes, please 
open my knapsack, and take out my Bible, and read me 
the text in John 14: 27; you will find it marked with 
red.” The captain opened to the passage and read: 
“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you.” 
“Thank you, captain,” said the dying man, “that will 
do.” Very likely the soldier had handled the book with 
blood-stained fingers, and thus marked the text with red. 

It is worth all it costs to acquire that childlike trust in 
God which holds the soul in peace when all around is 
troubled. 


THE DUTY OF MISSION-SCHOOL TEACHERS. 
BY MARGARET COMPTON. 

It is easy to construct an ideal, but we know from sad 
experience that but few ideals can ever be realized. 
How many of us are in model schools? How many of us 
can do much towards making ours a modelschool? Let 
us then face the matter bravely, and see how we can best 
use the materials we have. Time is slipping away, and 
while we dally with the pencil or pore over statistics our 
children are pressing with uneven steps into the field. 
Let me point out a few of the ways in which we may help 
then. 

School Life.—The discipline in our public schools is far 
from perfect. The teachers are overworked and underpaid. 
Is it any wonder, then, that they lose patience with these 
ragged, dirty, quarrelsome, impudent boys? They have 
neither time nor disposition to study individuals: the re- 
sult is a government of sheer force from which boys rebel 
whenever they dare. We, as Sunday-school teachers, can 
do much towards remedying this evil. We can inculcate 
obedience, submission to those we do not like, because they 
are in lawful authority ; we can encourage well-doing, we 
can examine reports, we can, in rare instances, intercede to 
secure justice to the scholar, and we can sometimes offer 
guarantee for improvement in conduct. 

It is admitted that, in the majority of vases, the mission- 
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school teacher must take the place of the parent in the 
matter of religious instruction. Is it not our duty to go 
still farther and take the place of the parent in the regu- 
lation of many worldly affairs? 

Socialism.—We can, in some measure, counteract the 
growing discontent of the lower classes, by repeatedly 
urging the necessity of industry and economy; we can 
help them to help themselves, we can point out to them 
the roads to wealth and honor, plainly telling them of 
hardships and difficulties, We ought constantly to illus- 
trate the great law of compensation, not by trite maxims, 
but by examples that have come under our observation. 

Spiritualism, Fortune-telling and Clairvoyance.—I once 
astonished a class of boys by telling each of them his 
temperament, the studies in which he excelled, those in 
which he failed, what he liked most to do, and his beset- 
ting temptations. Then I told them how I knew, and 
added that those who had studied this subject of face- 
reading, of personal appearance, could probably tell them 
much more. A slight knowledge of physiognomy and a 
careful study of their characters thus enabled me to deal 
a powerful blow at impostors. 

Patriotism.—W e have had a grand opportunity to teach 
this from our lessons in Nehemiah. The duty of intelli- 
gence, the responsibility of citizenship, adherence to 
principle rather than to party, in short, make them under- 
stand that to be a good citizen, one must be a good man, 
and to be a good man one must be a good citizen: the 
phrases are exactly synonymous, 

We have devoted this article more particularly to boys, 
because we believe they are more neglected, are less likely 
to find the right way for themselves, and are apt to think 
that a lady teacher cannot enter into their feelings and 
pursuits. Hereafter we may offer suggestions for girls. 


PSALM 139. 
{A Paraphrase.]} 

BY JOSEPH A. TORREY. 
Lord, thou hast searched and known me. Thou hast known 
My rising and my resting—all my ways. 
Yea, thou dost understand my thoughts far off. 
There’s not an idle word escapes my tongue, 
But thou dost know it. Thou dost beset my path 
On every side, and lay thine hand upon me. 
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me ; 
How can a creature to such height attain ? 
All-seeing God! ah, whither shall I go 
From thy pervading spirit? From thy presence 
Now whither shall I flee? If I ascend 
To heaven, Lord, thou art there! And if I make 
My bed in deepest hell, lo, thou art there ! 
Yea, if I fly, on morning’s swiftest wings 
To farther corners of the utmost sea, 
Even there thy hand shall lead me, even there 
Thy right hand safely hold me! IfI say, 
“Surely the darkness shall enwrap me round,” 
Lo, even the darkness shall be light about me, 
The night shall shine as radiant as the day,— 
Alike to thee the darkness and the light. 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 
a a 
THE MAGIC SLIPPERS. 
BY PAUL COBDEN, 

“ Hard times and poor people! It seems to me they 
always go together. Oh dear! Here I am sick in my 
room, and not able to get off this bed, and yet I must be 
bothered with the poor.” 

“ She’s worth looking at, Miss Lizzie,—eyes as bright 
as a live coal, and cheeks as red as a cherry. She'll 
freshen you up, if you’ll let her in.” 

“(© Martha, you’ve always got a word for these poor 
wretches, little and big! One would think to hear you 
talk, that they were the most refreshing creatures in 
existence. But do bring the child up and I'll see her. 
Anything to please you, seeing you are always waiting 
on me, but she’s the last one I see to-day. I must put 
on my door, ‘ Positively no Admittance,’ for these poor 
people tire me out.” 

“ Tt’s real good in you to see the child,” answered Mar- 
tha, in a coaxing tone, as she hurried down stairs, to 
bring up one of the “ poor wretches” that were always 
troubling Miss Lizzie Manton. 

Patter, patter came the little feet behind Martha, 
and the child hesitated a minute, and stood still by 
the door, as if waiting to be bidden to come in, although 
Martha was leading the way. 

“ Come right along,” said Martha. ‘“ Don’t be afraid. 
You know I told you that you were good to look at.” 

The child crossed the threshold timidly and glanced 
seriously at the young lady who lay on the bed. Martha 
at once put a low chair by the bedside, saying : 

“There, now, little Miss Buey Simpkin, set yourself 





down in that chair. It looks as if it was made on pur- 
pose for you. Come down when you’re through, and I’ll 
give you one of them big doughnuts I’m a frying.” Lit- 
tle Miss Buey Simpkin smiled. ‘“ Now you look like 
yourself,” said Martha, as she stood with her hand on the 
door-knob. “Such a face as yours wasn’t made to be 
sober, and you mustn’t give Miss Lizzie another of your 
sober looks ; for, you see, she’s sick all the time, and has 
enough soberness in here.” 

“ Are you terrible sick, young lady?” asked the child, 
as Martha closed the door. 

“Yes, I’m very sick,” answered Miss Lizzie, in a dole- 
ful tone, ‘“ For months I haven’t been able to get fur- 
ther than that chair by the stove, though sometimes I 
can move slowly around the room, I can’t enjoy any- 
thing.” 

“But this room is awful beautiful and bright!” 
exclaimed Buey, suddenly throwing off her timidity, as 
her eyes took inthe beauty of the room. “Oh, my! 
such handsome pictures hanging up on the wall; and 
there’s rosies and posies of all kinds in the carpet! I'd 
just be looking at ’em all the time if I owned the carpet. 
I wish I did own it, and I wish I owned the whole room 
and everything init. IfI only could have it all for my 
own, I wouldn’t mind it if I was sick.” 

“Oh, don’t talk so, child! If you were laid up with 
rheumatism as I am, you wouldn’t have any comfort. 
You ought to be thankful that you area healthy child, 
and can take so much comfort. Here I lie all the time 
with no mother to speak a kind word to me, and my 
father is away all day.” 

“T haven’t got any mother either, and my father has 
to work hard to support us, and—” “But you are a 
healthy child,” interrupted Miss Lizzie, “and can run 
around and do what you choose; so you ought not to talk 
about your troubles, but think of people like me who 
have no comfort at all.” 

Little Buey began to grow restless. She had a great 
many troubles, real troubles, but couldn’t understand 
how any one could have “ no comfort at all ;” and as she 
did not know what to do for the young lady, she moved 
restlessly in her chair asif preparing to go. “The meet- 
ing bells are all a ringing,” she said, “ but I can’t go to 
meeting, cause I haven’t any good clothes ; so I thought 
I’d come up here and ask you if you wouldn’t please to 
lend me some book with nice stories and pictures in it. 
I thought Martha could get it for me. She knows me, 
she comes by my house often and stops at the gate to 
talk tome. I didn’t mean to bother you.” 

Little Buey Simpkin failed to interest Miss Lizzie 
Manton, for Miss Lizzie’s thoughts had so long turned 
toward herself they could not easily turn toward others ; 
and yet Buey had a story of her own to tell,—a story of 
sorrow, enough to move the most selfish heart. Though, 
as Martha said, her “eyes were as bright as a coal and her 
cheeks as red as a cherry,” the bright eyes were often 
filled, and the cherry-red cheeks stained with tears. 

“My mother is dead and my father is poor,” the old, 
old story so often told, was hers to tell,—and much more 
she could have told, and sometimes did tell to Martha 
the cook. Her home was nothing more than a place to 
stay in. Her father was a hard man, and had never 
learned that love brightens everything, and'so he never 
petted her or said anything to comfort her in all her hard 
work, and she had a great deal of hard work to do for her 
father and her little brother. 

But that morning, as she went away from Miss Lizzie 
Manton’s house, she entirely forgot her own troubles for 
a little while. “ ‘No comfort at ali,’” she said to herself, 
repeating Miss Lizzie’s words. “How unhappy the 
young lady must be! ‘No comfort at all.’” 

As she went on, she came to a church, and so she 
thought she would open the door and step into the vesti- 
bule a few minutes. Her clothes were faded and poor, 
but as there was no one there to look at her, she sat down 
in a chair to listen to the minister; for her ear had caught 
the words: “Do all things in the name of Jesus,” and 
she thought she would like to know what they meant. 
As she listened, he used the very words Miss Lizzie had 
used, and Buey said to herself, “ How strange!” 

“Tf we want to make our lives beautiful,” he said, “ we 
must do all things in the name of Jesus. However poor 
or forsaken we may be, we may all do something in the 
name of Jesus. Whatever we do in his name, for his 
sake, will make our lives richer and our hearts lighter. 
There are people in this world who seem to have every 
tihng, and yet they have no comfort at all; and we may, 
in Jesus’ name, do something that will touch and com- 
fort their hearts.” 

When little Buey went home, she tried to think of 
something she might do to “touch and comfort” Miss 
Lizzie’s heart. Then she thought of some bright scarlet 





skeins of worsted she had long had, put away care- 
fully in a box, with two scarlet bows that had been given 
her. “I know how to crochet slippers,” she said to her- 
self, “and I’ll go right at it to-morrow, after I get my 
work done, and make Miss Lizzie a pair of slippers; but 
I wish I had one of her slfppers to look at, so as to get 
them just the right size.” ; 

That very day, in the afternoon, Martha came to see 

Buey; and then Buey told her that she “stopped in the 
vestibule of the church in the morning, and heard the 
minister say that ‘if we want to make our lives beautiful, 
we must do all things in the name of Jesus,’ and so she 
was going to make poor, sick Miss Lizzie Manton a pair 
of beautiful, bright slippers, only it was such a pity she 
hadn’t a slipper to look at.” 
» “Just the thing!” exclaimed Martha. “ You couldn’t 
have had a better thought, and I’ll send you one of Miss. 
Lizzie’s slippers to-morrow; but it’ll be a poor old thing. 
She’s got plenty of money, but money ain’t comfort; and 
Miss Lizzie’s just discouraged all the time, and wears the 
miserablest old morocco slippers that ever a lady wore, 
and lies on the bed all the time, thinking of nobody but 
herself. And it’s small comfort folks can get thinking 
of nobody but themselves,” 

Martha left, expressing her delight over Buey’s “splen- 
did idea;” and the next day she hunted up a pair of 
Miss Lizzie’s old slippers, and before night little Buey’s 
fingers were working busily with the bright worsteds. 

It was several days before the slippers were finished,— 
bows on andall ready. But at last Buey was in the “ sick 
young lady’s room ;” and the blood rushed to Miss Liz- 
zie’s cheeks, and her eyes filled with tears, as she took 
the slippers from the child’s hand and put them on. 

“The magic slippers,” said Martha to herself, as she 
stood peeping in at the door that was just ajar. “ As 
sure as I’m a living woman, they’ll make her over, for 
they’re already working like magic. They’ll bless her 
through and through ; they surely will.” 

Miss Lizzie gazed and gazed at the slippers while her 
eyes kept filling with tears. 

“ And you made these on purpose for me, did you, 
Buey ?” she asked. 

“ Yes, ma’am, I did. I felt so sorry for you, for you 
told me you had no comfort at all, but—” Buey hesitated a 
minute, and then added, “but the minister said ‘if we 
want to make our lives beautiful, we must do all things 
in the name of Jesus, for Jesus’ sake; and that’s the way 
I made the slippers.” 

Buey was gone, but again and again the sick one 
repeated, “ ‘ Jn the name of Jesus, for Jesus’ sake.’ ” 

“Tt’s a year, Buey, since you made those slippers for 
Miss Lizzie,” said Martha, “ but they ain’t worn out yet, 
and they never will be worn out. The soles and all 
might be gone, but they’d keep right on working, 
working still, in Miss Lizzie’s heart. I called ’em by 
their right name, the magic slippers, for they’ve worked 
like magic. They’ve been worth more to Miss Lizzie than 
all the pills and bitters she ever took; for she’s flying 
around everywhere, and doing everything she can for 
everybody.” 

“‘ She does everything for me,” replied Buey. 

“Yes, yes,” said Martha, “and for everybody. And 
she has a way of talking to herself sometimes, partic- 
ularly at night. I often overhear her, and what do you 
think she says? 

© Tf we want to make our lives beautiful, we must do all 
things in the name of Jesus, and for Jesus’ sake,’ ” 


CONCERT EXERCISE. 


——— 
THE ALL-SEEING EYE. 


BY MRS. H. F. EATON. 


Motto of the Exercise, displayed on blackboard : 
“Thou God seest me.” 
Singing: 
Lo, God is here: let us adore. 
Prayer : 
Singing: 
Dear Saviour, all I think or do thine eye can see. 

Bible reading : 

Leader : 


O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known me. 

Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou under- 
standest my thought afar off. 

Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art 
acquainted with all my ways. 

‘or there is not-a word in my tongue, but, lo, O Lord, thou 

knowest it altogether. 

Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand 
upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot 
attain unto it.—Psa. 139: 1-6. 
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First class : 


Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee 
from thy presence ?—Psa. 139: 7. 


Second class : 


If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed 
in hell, beho!d, thou art there.—Psa, 139: 8. 


Third class: 


If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the utter- 
most parts of the sea ; 


Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall | 


hold me.—Psa, 139: 9, 10. 
Fourth class : 


If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night 
shall be light about me.—Psa, 139: 11. 


School : 


Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth 


ast eday: the darkness and the light are both alike to thee.— 
Psa. 139: 12. 


Leader : 


How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how 
great is the sum of them! 

If I should count them, they are more in number than the 
sand: when I awake, I am still with thee.—Psa, 139: 17, 18. 
School : 

Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know 
my thoughts: 

And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in 
the way everlasting.—Psa. 139: 23, 24. 

Singing: 
Thou mighty Lord, whose searching eye. 
Infant class in concert : 
Thou God seest me.—Gen. 16: 13. 
School : 


This shall be written for the generation to come: and the 
people which shall be created shall praise the Lord. 

For he hath looked down from the height of his sanctuary ; 
from heaven did the Lord behold the earth.—Psa. 102: 18, 19. 


Leader: 


For he looketh to the ends of the earth, and seeth under the 
whole heaven.—Job 28 : 24. 


Sehool . 


Am I a God at hand, saith the Lord, and not a God afar off. 
Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see 
him ? saith the Lord. Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith 
the Lord.—Jer. 23: 23, 24. 
Leader : 


Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the 
world.—Acts 15: 13. 


School : 


Is not God in the height of heaven ? and behold the height of 
the stars, how high they are! 


And thou sayest, How doth God know? can he judge through 
the dark cloud ?—Job 22: 12, 13. 


Leader : 


Doth not he see my ways, and count all my steps ?—Job 
31: 4, 
School : 


Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in hi8 sight: 


put all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with 
whom we have to do.—Heb. 4: 13. 


Leader : 


For the ways of man are before the eyes of the Lord, and he 
pondereth all his goings.—Prov. 5: 21. 


School : 
And his eye seeth every precious thing.—Job 28: 10. 
Leader : 


And they say, How doth God know? and is there knowledge 
in the Most High ?—Psa. 73: 11. 
School : 

He that planted the ear, shall he not hear? he that formed 
the eye, shall he not see ?—Psa. 94: 9. 
Leader : 

The Lord looketh from heaven; he beholdeth all the sons of 
men. 

From the place of his habitation he looketh upon all the 
inhabitants of the earth.—Psa. 33: 13, 14. 
School: 

If we have forgotten the name of our God, or stretched out 
our hands to a strange god ; 

Shall not God search this out? for he knoweth the secrets of 
the heart.—Psa. 44: 20, 21. 
Leader : 

Hell and destruction are before the Lord: how much more 
then the hearts of the children of men ?—Proy, 15: 11. 
School : 

Yea, the stars are not pure in his sight. 

How much less man, that isa worm? and the son of man, 
which is a worm?—Job 25: 5, 6. 
Leader : 

Whom hast thou reproached and blasphemed? and against 


whom hast thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up thine eyes on 
high ? even against the Holy One of Israel. 


But I know thy abode, and thy going out, and thy coming in. | 


| Leader : How does God delight in the righteous? 


99 OF 


—2 Kings 19: 22, 27. 
School : 


He revealeth the deep and secret things: he knoweth what is 
in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with him.—Dan. 2: 22. 


Leader : 


Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh 
on the heart.—1 Sam. 16:7 


Singing : 


God almighty and all-seeing. 
GOD’s JUSTICE, 
Leader : Why this heart-searching of God? 








First scholar : 


I the Lord search the heart, I try the reins, even to give 
every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of 
his doings.—Jer. 17 : 10. 


Second scholar : 


Great in counsel, and mighty in work: for thine eyes are 
open upon all the ways of the sons of men: to give every one 


according to his ways and according to the fruit of his doings.— 
Jer, 32: 19. 


Third scholar : 

The eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding the evil 
and the good.—Prov. 15: 3. 

Though the Lord be high, yet hath he respect unto the lowly : 
but the proud he knoweth afar off.—Psa. 138 : 6. 
Fourth scholar : 


O Lord, are not thine eyes upon the truth ? 

Fear ye not me? saith the Lord: will ye not tremble at my 
presence, which have placed the sand for the bound of the 
sea by a perpetual decree, that it cannot pass it: and though 
the waves thereof toss themselves, yet can they not prevail ; 
though they roar, yet can they not pass over it ?—Jer, 5: 3, 22. 


Fifth scholar : 
With righteousness shall he judge the world, and the people 
with equity.—Psa. 98 : 9. 
Singing: 
God is a spirit, just and wise. 
GOD’s WRATH. 


Leader : How does the all-seeing eye regard iniquity ? 
Siath scholar : 


Mine eye also shall see my desire on mine enemies, and mine 


ears shall hear my desire of the wicked that rise up against me. 
—Psa. 92:11. 


Seventh scholar : 
For mine eyes are yw all their ways: they are not hid from 

my face, neither is their iniquity hid from mine eyes.—Jer. 

16: 17. 

Eighth scholar : 

He hath said in his heart, God hath forgotten : he hideth his 
face: he will never see it.—Psa, 10: 11. 

Ninth scholar : 

The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, thou that dwell- 
est in the clefts of the rock, whose habitation is high ; that saith 
in his heart, Who shall bring me down to the ground ? 

Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and though thou set 


thy nest among the stars, thence will I bring thee down, saith 
the Lord.—Obadiah 3, 4. 


Leader : 
Though they dig into hell, thence shall mine hand take them ; 
though they climb up to heaven, thence will I bring them down: 


And though they hide themselves in the top of Carmel, I will 
search and take them out thence.—Amos 9: 2, 3. 


School : 


For his eyes are upon the ways of man, and he seeth all his 
goings. 


There is no darkness, nor shadow of death, where the workers 
of iniquity may hide themselves.—Job 34 : 21, 22 


Leader : 


Hell is naked before him, and destruction hath no covering.— 
Job 26 : 6. 


School : 


The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, to cut off 
the remembrance of them from the earth.—Psa. 34: 16. 


Leader : 
And I will set my face against that man, and will make him 


a sign and a proverb, and [ will cut him off from the midst of 
my people; and ye shall know that I am the Lord.—Ezek. 14: 8. 


Singing : 
Return, O wanderer, now return. 
GOD’S MERCY. 
Leader : Does God look with pity upon the penitent ? 
First teacher : 


He looketh upon men, and if any say, I have sinned, and per- 
verted that which was right, and it profited me not: 

He will deliver his soul from going into the pit, and his life 
shall see the light.—Job 33 : 27, 28. 
Second teacher : 

For the Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the 
imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be found 


of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever.— 
2 Chron. 28 : 9, 


Third teacher : 

And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet 
a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and 
ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. 


For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, 
and is found.—Luke 15: 20, 24. 


Fourth teacher : 


If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.—1 John 1: 9. 
Singing: 

To-day the Saviour calls, 


GOD’S LOVE. 


Tenth scholar : 


Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that they 
may dwell with me: he that walketh in a perfect way, he shail 
serve me.—Psa. 101: 6. 

Eleventh scholar : 

For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears 

are open unto their prayers.—1 Peter 3: 12. 


Twelfth scholar : 


Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon them that fear him, upon | 


them that hope in his mercy ; 


To deliver their soul from death, and to keep them alive in | Benedicti 
nediction. 


famine.—Psa. 33: 18, 19. 


Infant class: 


Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of them 
shall not fall on the ground without your Father. 

But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 

Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value than many spat- 
rows.— Matt. 10: 29-31. 


Leader : 


For thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I, even I, will both 
search my sheep, and seek them out. 

As ashepherd seeketh out his flock in the day that he is 
among his — that are scattered; so will I seek out my 
sheep, and will deliver them out of all places where they have 
been scattered in the cloudy and dark day.—Ezek. 34: 11, 12. 


School . 


For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole 
earth, to shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose 
heart is perfect toward him.—2 Chron. 16: 9. 


Leader : 


He withdraweth not his eyes from the righteous: but with 
kings are they on the throne; yea, he doth establish them for 
ever, and they are exalted.—Job 36: 7. 


School : 


The Lord knoweth the days of the upright: and their inher- 
itance shall be for ever.—Psa. 39: 18. 


Leader : 


Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.— 
Psa. 116: 15. 


Singing: 
Jesus, lover of my soul. 
MAN’S DESPAIR, 


Leader: When will the workers of iniquity fear God’s 
eye? 


Pastor : 


And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he 
that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in right- 
eousness he doth judge and make war. 

His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many 
crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he 
himself. 

And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and 
his name is called The Word of God. 

And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, 
King of kings, and Lord of lords.—Rey. 19: 11-13, 16. 

And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled to- 
gether ; and every mountain and island were moved out of their 

slaces. 

, And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich 
men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every 
bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the deus and 
in the rocks of the mountains ; 

And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide 
us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb : 

For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be 
able to stand ?—Rev. 6: 14-17. 


Singing: 
And will the Judge descend ? 
MAN’S HOPE. 


Leader : Does the hope of seeing God give the Christian 
joy? 
Fifth teacher : 

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall 
appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.— 
1 John 3: 2. 

Siath teacher : 


As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness ; I shall be 
satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness.—Psa. 17 : 15. 


Seventh teacher : 


For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stan: 
at the latter day upon the earth : 

And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in 
my flesh shall I see God: 

Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and 
not another; though my reins be consumed within me.—Job 
19 : 25-27. 

Singing: 
Nor eye hath seen, nor ear hath heard. 
| THE HEAVENLY FRUITION, 
Leader: What glimpse has been given of the fruition? 
Pastor : 


And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are 
these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they ? 

And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, 
These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have 
washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. 

Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him 
day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne 
shall dwell among them.—Rev. 7: 13-15. 


Leader : 


And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down 
from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. 

And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the 
tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, 
aud they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, 
| and be their God.—Key. 21: 2, 3. 
| School : 


And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their 
foreheads.—Rey. 22: 4. 





| Pastor : 


| He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. 
| Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.—Rey. 22: 20, 


Singing: “ Who Would Live Alway.” 
Prayer. 
| ee ey 
Singing: 
Good-night, good-night till we meet in the morning, 
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INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR. 


| First Quarter, 1879. | 


10, March 9.—The Joy of Forgiveness............----+++---- Psalm 32: 1-11 
11. March 16.—Delight in God’s House..............---..2.--Psalm &: 1-12 
12. March 23.—The All-seeing God....................-.0<000-Panlm 139: 1-12 
13. March 30.—Review. 


LESSON 12, SUNDAY, MARCH 23, 1879. 


Title: THE ALL SEEING GOD. 
GOLDEN TEXT: THovu Gop skEsT ME.—Gen. 16: 13. 
Lesson Topic: Thinking upon God’s Greatness. 


1. God’s Knowledge, v. 1-6. 
Outline: < 2, God’s Nearness, v. 7-10. 
3. God’s Observation, vy. 11, 12. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, March 17: Psa. 139: 1-12. Thinking upon God’s 
greatness. 

Tuesday, March 18: Psa, 139; 14-24. God’s knowledge desired. 

Wednesday, March 19: Psa. 34: 11-22. God’s nearness realized. 

Thursday, March 20: Psa, 11: 1-7. God’s observation sure. 

Friday, March 21: Psa. 63: 1-8. God in the thoughts. 

Saturday, March 22: Psa. 10: 1-14. God out of the thoughts. 

Sunday, March 23: Psa. 19: 1-14. A meditation on God. 

LESSON TEXT. 
(Psa. 139: 1-12.) 

1. O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known me. 

2. Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising; thou 
understandest my thought afar off. 

3. Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art 
acquainted with all my ways. 

4. For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O Lorn, 
thou knowest it altogether. 

5. Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine 
hand upon me. 

6. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I can- 
not attain unto it. 

7. Whither shall [ go from thy Spirit? or whither shall I flee 
from thy presence ? 

8. If | ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my 
bed in hell, behold, thou art there. 

9. Jf I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the utter- 
most parts of the sea; 

10. Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand 
shall hold me. 

11. If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the 
night shall be light about me. 

12. Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night 
shineth as the day: the darkness and the light ure both alike 
to thee. 


BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Psa. 139: 1, Thou hast searched me.——For thou, 
even thou only, knowest the hearts of all the children of men. 
1 Kings 8: 39..—-The Lord searcheth all hearts, and under- 
standeth all the imaginations of the thoughts. 1 Chron. 28: 9. 

—His eyes behold, his eyelids try, the children of men. Psa. 
11: 4.——Shall not God search this out? for he knoweth the 
secrets of the heart. Psa. 44: 21. Lord, thou knowest all 
things; thou knowest that I love thee. John 21: 17.——Neither 
is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all 
things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom 
we have todo. Heb, 4: 13.——These things saith the Son of 
God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire. Rev. 2: 18. 

V.2. Thou knowest.——Thou God seest me. Gen. 16: 
13.———Elisha, the prophet that is in Israel, telleth the king 
of Israel the words that thou"speakest in thy bedchamber. 
2 Kings 6: 12.——I know thy abode, and thy going out, and thy 
coming in, and thy rage against me. 2 Kings 19: 27.——Thou 
tellest my wanderings. Psa. 56: 8.—The eyes of the Lord are 
in eyery place, beholding the evil and the good. Prov. 15; 3. 
——They «wre the eyes of the Lord, which run to and fro through 
the whole earth. Zech. 4: 10. O the depth of the riches both 
of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are 
his judgments, and his ways past finding out. Rom. 11: 33. 


Thou understandest.——The Lord knoweth the thoughts 
of man, that they are vanity. Psa. 94: 11——Jesus knowing 
their thoughts said, Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts? 
Matt. 9: 4.—-And Jesus, perceiving the thought of their heart, 
took a child, and set him by them. Luke 9: 47.——But Jesus 
did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all men, 
and needed not that any should testify of man; for he knew 
what wasin man. John 2: 24, 25. 

V.3. Compassest my path.——<And the Lord preserved 
David whithersoever he went. 2 Sam. 8: 14.——Thou... 
lookest narrowly into all my paths. Job 13: 27.——Now thou 
numberest my steps. Job 14: 16.——Doth not he see my ways, 
and count all my steps? Job 31: 4.——-The ways of man are 
before the eyes of the Lord, and he pondereth all his goings. 
Proy, 5: 21.-—God shall bring every work into judgment, with 
every secret thing, whether i¢ be good, or whether it be evil. 
Eccl. 12: 14.--—-Jesus answered them, Have not I chosen you 
twelve, and one of you is a devil? John 6: 70.——Verily, 
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verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me. John 
13: 21. 

Vv. 4. A word in my tongue.——-My servant Job shall 
pray for you: for him will I accept: lest I deal with you after 
your folly, in that ye have not spoken of me the thing which is 
right. Job 42: 8.——Let the words of my mouth . . . be ac- 
ceptable in thy sight,O Lord. Psa. 19: 14.——-Your words have 
been stout against me, saith the Lord. Yet ye say, What have 
we spoken so much against thee? Mal. 3: 13.——I say unto 
you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give 
account thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy words thou 
shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned. 
Matt. 12: 36, 37.——If any man among you seem to be relig- 
ious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, 
this man’s religion is vain. Jas. 1: 26.——If any man offend 
not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle 
the whole body. Jas. 3: 2. 

Vv. 5. Thou hast beset me.——The eternal God is thy 
refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms. Deut. 33: 27. 





—Behold, I go forward, but he is not there ; and backward, 
but I cannot perceive him: on the left hand, where he doth 
work, but I cannot behold him: he hideth himself on the right 
hand, that I cannot see him. Job 23: 8, 9. 


Laid thine hand upon me.——Upon the nobles of the 
children of Israel he laid not his hand. Ex. 24: 11. And he 
laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not. Rev. 
B27. 

V. 6. Sach knowledge.——Canst thou by searching find 
out God? canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection? 
Job 11: 7.——Lo, these are parts of his ways: but how little a 
portion is heard of him? but the thunder of his power who can 
understand? Job 26: 14.——-Things too wonderful for me, 
which I knew not. Job 42: 3.——Many, O Lord my God, are 
thy wonderful works which thou hast done, and thy thoughts 
which are to us-ward : they cannot be reckoned_up in order unto 
thee: if I would declare and speak of them, they are more than 
can be numbered. Psa. 40: 5._—-Oh the depth of the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable 
are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! Rom. 11: 33. 


V.7. Whither shall I go ?——Am I a God at hand, 
saith the Lord, and not a God afar off? Can any hide himself 
in secret places that I shall not see him? saith the Lord. Do 
not I fill heaven and earth? saith the Lord. Jer. 23: 23, 24. 
——He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and 
the world knew him not. John 1: 10. 


Vv. 8. Into heaven... in hell. Hell is naked before 
him, and destruction hath no covering. Job 26: 6.——His eyes 
are upon the ways of man, and he seeth al! his goings. There 
is no darkness, nor shadow of death, where the workers of 
iniquity may hide themselves. Job 34: 21, 22.——Hell and 
destruction are before the Lord: how much more then the 
hearts of the children of men. Prov. 15: 11.—~—Though they 
dig into hell, thence shall mine hand take them ; though they 
climb up to heaven, thence will I bring them down. Amos 
9:2. Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and though thou 
set thy nest among the stars, thence will I bring thee down, 
saith the Lord. Obadiah 4.——Out of the belly of hell cried I, 
and thou heardest my voice. Jonah 2: 2.——Where two or 
three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them. Matt. 18: 20. Lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world. Matt. 28: 20. 

















Vv. 9. Wings of the morning. He rode upon a cherub, 
and did fly : yea, he did fly upon the wings of the wind. Psa. 
18: 10.—His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and 
his circuit unto the ends of it. Psa. 19: 6.——But unto you 
that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with 
healing in his wings. Mal. 4: 2. 

v.10. Thy hand. Thy right hand upholdeth me. Psa. 
63: 8.——Thou hast holden me by my right hand. Psa. 73: 23. 
——For I the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, saying 
unto thee, Fear not: I will help thee. Isa. 41: 13. 


v.12. The darkness hideth not.——It was a cloud and 
darkness to them, but it gave light by night ¢o these. Ex. 
14: 20. Moses drew near unto the thick darkness where 
God was. Ex. 20: 21. Thou sayest, How doth God know? 
ean he judge through the dark cloud?’ Thick clouds area 
covering to him that he seeth not. Job 22: 13, 14.——There is 
no darkness, nor shadow of death, where the workers of iniquity 
may hide themselves. Job 34: 22.——Woe unto them that 
seek deep to hide their counsel from the Lord, and their works 
are in the dark, and they say, Whoseeth us? and who knoweth 
us? Isa, 29: 15. He knoweth what is in the darkness, and 
the light dwelleth with him. Dan. 2: 22. 














LESSON FRAMEWORK. 
BY THE REV. GEORGE A. PELTZ. 

Psalm 139 belongs to the fifth or last book of the psalms 
(Psa. 107-150). This book seems to have been a compilation 
of all the remaining uncollected psalms. Fifteen of its 
number are ascribed to David ; among these, the psalm now 
under consideration. The only doubt as to its authorship 
arises from the fact that in the psalm several Aramaic words 
occur, suggesting a date of composition after the captivity. 
On the other hand, such words and phrases in the old 
Aramaic, whence the Hebrew language came, were not 
unusual in poetic and other exalted utterances. The splendid 
style of this psalm indicates its origin in a period of national 
vigor, rather than in one of weakness and decay. Its 
Davidic origin may, therefore, be firmly held. The historic 











occasion of this psalm is supposed to be that recorded in 
2 Samuel, chapter 7, where God enters into covenant with 
David, and makes him exceeding great and precious promises. 

The psalm as a whole consists of two parts, each with 
twelve verses. Each of these parts consists of two subordi- 
nate parts of six verses each. There is discussed (1.) the 
omniscience of God, v. 1-6; (2.) the omnipresence of God, 
v. 7-12; (3.) God as creator, v. 13-18; (4.) God as judge, 
v. 19-24. The portion of the psalm constituting the present 
lesson covers the first and second of these parts. The pro- 
duction was intended for public use, being addressed “To the 
chief Musician.” 


CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY ©. H. TOY, D.D., LL.D. 


PARALLEL TRANSLATION. 


(1.) O Jehovah, thou hast searched me and known me. 
(2.) Thou knowest my downsitting and my uprising, 
Thou understandest my thought from afar. 

(3.) Thou siftest my going and my lying down, 
And art acquainted With all my ways. 

For there is not a word on my tongue— 
Lo, Jehovah, thou knowest all of it. 

(5.) Behind and before hast thou beset me, 
And hast laid thy hand on me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, 
It is high, I cannot attain to it. 


(4. 


~~ 


(6. 


~~ 


(7. 


~~ 


Whither shall I go from thy spirit ? 
And whither shall I flee from thy presence? 


(8.) If I ascend to heaven, there art thou, 
And if I make my bed in Sheol, there art thou. 
(9.) If I raise the wings of the dawn, 


If I dwell at the end of the sea [or, the west], 

(10.) Even there thy hand shall lead me, 

And thy right hand shall hold me. 
(11.) If I say, The darkness shall cover me, 
And the light be night about me. 

(12.) Even the darkness shall not darken from thee, 
And the night shall lighten as the day ; 
Darkness and light are alike. 

FORM AND CONTENTS. 

The psalm, a reverent celebration of God’s incomprehensi- 
ble power, falls into four strophes of six verses each: verses 
1-6, God’s omniscience; verses 7-12, his omnipresence. 
verses 13-18, his omnipotence; verses 19-24, psalmist’s 
desire to please this mighty God. He begins with the decla- 
ration that Jehovah has thoroughly searched him, and 
knows him completely (1), knows every motion of his body 
(2, 3), every thought of his heart (2), every word of his 
mouth (4), surrounds and besets him as an army a besieged 
city, and controls him (5); but how all this is done the 
psalmist does not knew (6). Then his thought turns to the 
closely connected fact of Jehovah’s universal presence. 
There is no place to which he could go to be rid of it (7), 
heaven above, or Sheol, the underworld (8), east or west (9), 
God is in all these (10), nor can the darkness hide from 
him (11, 12). So far ourlesson extends. In the next stanza 
the psalmist speaks of the wonder of the human body, the 
workmanship of God, wonderful, he knows, yet inexplicable 
(18, 14), the days of the unborn child fashioned before they 
began (15, 16), and then all God’s thoughts and purposes, 
great and numerous beyond reckoning (17, 18), so filling his 
soul that God is forever with him (18). But he cannot medi- 
tate on the greatness of God without also thinking of his 
holiness, and the holiness that he demands in those who 
would be his friends, and have his favor, and this leads 
him to think of God’s enemies, the wicked; from these 
he asks to be delivered (19, 20), professes his antagonism 
to them (21, 22), and concludes with the prayer that God 
would probe his soul, take from it any ungodly, perishable 
principle, or method of life that might be there, and lead 
him in that way of holiness that is imperishable, everlast- 
ing, because it is established and ordained by God him- 
self, and is in accordance with God’s nature and man’s 
(23, 24). 

The psalm (as is generally recognized) is unique in the 
distinct and particular way which it brings all the pheno- 
mena of the individual life into immediate connection with 
God. Most of the hymns of the psalter are records of indi- 
vidual or national experience, cries for help or exclamations 
of praise ; this is a description of divine attributes. Nearest 
to it in tone are Psalms 104 and 107, of which the former 
declares Jehovah’s relation to the physical features of the 
earth’ (see also Psalm 8), and to the general sustentation of 
vegetable and animal life, and the latter his control over 
general social phenomena. But our psalm takes the minute 
and mysterious facts of the life of the individual man, and 
finds God in contact with each of them; and while in the 
two psalms named the tone is quietly didactic and glad, 
here it is intense and penetrating and anxious; the psalmist 
has been seized by the thought of God’s omnipotence, and 
stands in awe before it. Yet the motive and end of his con- 
templation are distinctly ethical. In his wonder at God’s 
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omnipresence and omniscience and omnipotence, he does not 
lose sight of his own distinct personality and accountability, 
but is rather driven to ask how he can stand before this 
mighty being, who is also holy. The end of his hymn is no 
vague and mystical dependence on the almighty One, but 
simply a prayer for holiness of heart and life. The psalm 
is characterized by vivid and sometimes bold imagination, | 
by curtness of phraseology, and by a generally well-main- | 
tained rhythmical structure; the parallelism is an impor- 

tant aid to the understanding of the meaning in verses 9, 11, | 
17, 20, and 24. Our lesson includes one half the psalm, the 
two strophes relating to God’s omniscience and omnipres- 
ence, with which, as conclusion, the last strophe, especially | 
the two last verses, must be connected. 





NOTES. 


Verses 1-6.—First strophe. Omniscience of Jehovah. 

Verse 1.—General declaration of God’s scrutiny of the life | 
‘and heart, forming the text of the psalm. O Jehovah, thou | 
hast searched me and known me. The verse has only one | 
member, unless the two verbs be taken as forming two | 
distinct clauses. The word “searched” implies acareful, sharp | 
investigation, of which the result is the “knowing;” the | 
sense is, “and therefore thou dost know me.” What the | 


occasion of the psalm was—what led the psalmist to this | 


overpowering sense of God’s might, we do not know; but 
apparently it was meditation on human life, and especially 
on his own life with all its conditions. In his first thoughts 
he probably proceeded from himself to God; as in the psalm 
he proceeds from God to himself. As here he acknowledges 
with reverent admiration that God is intimately acquainted 
with him (the word “know” is not here used in the preg- 
nant sense of “ being pleased with,” as in Psalm 1: 6), so at 
the end (verses 23, 24) he begs that God will search him and 
lead him into right paths. 
has already said that Jehovah has searched him; but his 
mind is fixed on desire for holiness and acceptance with God, 
and he asks what is necessary for that without feeling any 
inconsistency with the declaration of this verse; his deep 
desire controls his thought. 

Verse 2.—He begins his minuter description of God’s 
omniscience by mention of the postures of the body; the 
downsitting and uprising (that is, simply “sitting” and “ rising”) 
being put for all positions in which a man finds himself, 
when he sits down to be quiet or work, or when he stands up 
to enter on some activity. From the bodily posture the 
description passes naturally to the inward man, the thought, 
the purpose, will, put here for the whole inward nature and 
life, which, as well as the outward movement (compare 
1 Sam. 16: 7), says the psalmist, thou understandest from afar, 
from thy far-off dwelling-place in heaven (compare 1 Kings 
8: 30; Psa. 14:2). It is natural to think of God as being in 
heaven, yet he does not the less see into the secrets of man’s 
soul. Others interpret, “when my thought is far off,’ when 
it is just coming into existence; but this does not seem so 
natural, Here is the most solemn reflection of the psalm, 
that the holy God knows our thoughts—what ought they, 
then, to be? In the two members of the verse the verbs are 
identical in general sense; the noun-predicates are varied. 

Verse 3.—Another illustration taken from active life. 
The terms going and lying down present an antithesis similar 
to that in “uprising and downsitting,” only the figure here is 
of the man walking on his way in life,in the transaction of busi- 
ness and discharge of duties. Whether he continue on the 


road, or stop and recline, God knows every movement. These | 
two terms and their equivalent parallel ways are here used | 


generally of all that a man does, secular or religious; but in 


all man’s acts there is a moral element; his ways are either | 


good or bad, holy or unholy, and are estimated accordingly 
by the divine holy spectator. The verb siftest (literally 
“scatterest,” English version not so well, “ compassest”’ ) 


expresses close scrutiny and consequent understanding ; in | 
the other verb art acquainted with, there is the idea of familiar | 


intercourse, from which comes knowledge. 


Verse 4.—The fourth illustration of God’s knowledge is | 
For (or “indeed, surely”) there | 
is nol a word on my tongue—lo, Jehovah, thou knowest all of it. | 
These words may be understood in two ways: (1.) “The | 
I only purpose to speak it; | 


‘taken from human speech. 


word is not yet on my tongue. 
but before it is spoken, God knows it.” (2.) “There is no 
word uttered by my tongue of which it is not true that God 
knows it all.” 
interpretations. The form of the Hebrew rather favors the 
first, but the connection of thought decidedly favors the 
second. All that I do, says the psalmist, my sitting and 
standing, my walking and reclining, my thinking and speak- 
ing, is known to God. The parallelism of the verse is 
incomplete, the two members forming complementary parts 
of the same sentence. 

Verse 5.—After these special illustrations a more com- 
prehensive expression is added: behind and before (in all 


directions, all around) hast thou beset me—pressed on me, | 


completely surrounded me, as a city is surrounded by a 


besieging army. The idea here, however, is not of hostility | 


on God’s part, but simply of such ubiquitous presence and 
proximity as gave him complete knowledge (see next verse), 


| lel and equivalent to the “ laying the hand.” 


| yah’s, and declaration of his inability to comprehend the 


He does not there forget that he | 


The general sense is the same in the two | 


So also the second member of the verse: and hast laid thy 
hand on me represents God as close to him, so close that he 
can lay his hand on him, not particularly to guide him (as 
in verse 10), though that is not wholly excluded, and not to | 
punish him (which would be contrary to the whole course of 
thought of the psalm), but to look into him and know him. 
The thought is, “thou art so near me in all directions that 
nothing I do escapes thy notice.” The “besetting” is paral- 


Verse 6.—The psalmist closes this first strophe of his ode 
with an exclamation of wonder at this knowledge of Jeho- 


method of it. The second member of the verse repeats and 
expands the predicate of the first: the “too wonderful”’ is 
equivalent to the “high, unattainable.” The word rendered 
“wonderful” is from the same root with that so rendered in 
verse 14 (“wonderfully made’’), and that which in Judges 
13: 18 is translated in the English version “ secret,” as well 
as the “ wonders” of Exodus 15:11 and the “ wonderful ” 
of Isaiah 9: 6; it signifies something marked off, separated 
from other things, and hence distinguished, extraordinary, 
wonderful. The second line represents God’s knowledge as 
rising like a tower or a city-wall toa height beyond reach 
(compare Isa. 26:5; 30: 13; 33: 5), or else as being lifted 
up to an inaccessible place (Psa. 107: 41). The effect on 
the psalmist of the contemplation of this excellence is to 
humble him. There is nothing for him but the confession of 
the weakness of human thought (which is the end of all 
reflection on the divine power), and the ethical result ex- 
pressed at the close of the psalm. Our wonder at God 
should always lead us to holy desire and purpose. 

Verses 7-12.—Second strophe. Omnipresence of Jehovah. 
The transition to this topic is naturally suggested by verse 5, 
| where God’s environing presence is spoken of. It is not 
| probable that he wishes to account for omniscience by omni- 
presence. 

Verse 7.—In passing to the contemplation of another won- 
derful attribute of God, the psalmist begins, as in the first 
strophe, with an exclamation, here in the form of a double 
question. Whither shall I go (or, “should I go,” that is, if I 
were seeking to hide) from thy spirit? The question answers 
itself. The spirit of God is here put for himself, equivalent 
to the “presence” of the next line; as in man it is the 
spirit that is the essence of the life, guides and controls his 
actions, and is himself, so also God’s being is represented as 
existing essentially in his spirit; so the “spirit of Jehovah” 
that rests on Samson, David, and others, is the divine pres- 
ence in their minds and bodies animating and enabling 
them to great deeds, while in the case of the prophets it 
inspires to godly utterance. The second line is closely 
parallel to the first: jlee is go with a special coloring (as if 
the man were trying, like Jonah, to escape from God), and 
presence is the same in meaning as spirit. The latter word, 
as giving the idea of something incorporeal, is especially 
appropriate in the statement of this superhuman ubiquity of 
the divine presence. 








Verse 8.—After this general declaration, the psalmist pro- 
ceeds (just as in the first strophe) to particular examples. 
| In the first of these, in our verse, he describes Jehovah as 
filling or everywhere present in the universe, which he 
represents by its two extremes, the world above and the 
world below. J J ascend (or, if by any possibility “I should 
ascend” in my attempt to escape God) to heaven (the abode 
of God, above the starry firmament), there art thou (the posi- 
tion of the word “thou” God is of course in 
heaven ; but not only there: if J make my bed (settle myself, 
take my position, make my abode) in Sheol, there art thou 
(literally, “behold thee,” or “behold, thou”). Sheol is the 
underworld, the Hades of the Greeks, the abode of all the dead, 
| good and bad, a dark and cheerless place beneath the earth, 





is emphatic). 


where ordinary human activity does not exist (Isa. 38: 18); 
it is antipodal to heaven, and the two together may represent 
the universe. Even there Jehovah was, controlling that 
gloomy abode not less than the bright habitations of heaven. 
The psalmist uses the expression, make my bed in Sheol, with 
specially appropriate allusion to the fact that all men must 
at last take up their abode there. But the thought expressed 
in the verse is simply, “God is everywhere, above and below 
the earth.” (The English version renders this Hebrew 
| word “Sheol” in various ways, as, by “ pit,” or “grave,” or 
“hell;” but, as it always means the same thing,—being, 


| mere location or dwelling in the east is intended. 


as if for flight; it is a poetical paraphrase of the expression, 
“if I be in the east.” The representation is not of the rapid 
flight of the dawn over the sky, for this is not in keeping 
with the parallel “dwell,” and does not suit the general pur- 
pose of the writer, which is simply to describe himself as 
being at extreme ends of the earth. Nor is the second line 
to be rendered as a continuation of the first (as in the Eng- 
lish version), as if with the wings of the dawn he flew to the 
west ; this misses the local antithesis. The second line, if / 
dwell at the end of the sea expresses the west, as the first the 
east. The sea is the Mediterranean which lay on the west, 
and suggested the common name (“sea”) for that point of 
the compass. Whether I be at one end of the earth or the 
other, says the psalmist, God is there. If we render, “if I 
take the wings of the dawn,” we must still understand that 
Com- 
pare Jonah 1:3. Instead of supposing verse 8 to name the 
opposite ends of the universe (heaven and Sheol) and verse 
9 those of the earth proper (east and west), we may take the 
four points to represent all space, above, below, from one 
side to the other. The general result is the same. 

Verse 10.—The conclusion of the preceding verse. The 
two lines are parallel and identical. Instead of saying, as 
above, that God is there (in east or west), the psalmist ex- 
pands this into the richer thought that God will be there to 
lead and hold him; the divine presence will be always 
strengthening. Compare verse 5. 


Verse 11.—A third declaration of the divine omnipres- 
ence, including also omniscience ; God is so present every- 
where that no darkness can hide from him. The connection 
and the parallelism require that the whole of verse 11 be 
taken as protasis or condition, and verse 12 as apodosis or 
result. Jf J say (if I should imagine), T'he darkness shall 
cover me, and the light be night about me (the connection 
requires this translation). The word “cover” suits the con- 
nection, and is now generally adopted ; it is gotten by substi- 
tuting another Hebrew word for the one in the text, which 
yields no sense. The two lines are really identical in mean- 
ing. 

Verse 12.—The continuation of the preceding verse. If I 
should imagine that darkness would hide me, then even the 
darkness shall not (or, does not) darken from thee (that is, 
darken so as to hide from thee, or so that it will prove too 
dark for thee), and the night shall lighten (make light) as the 
day. The two lines of the result here correspond precisely 
to the two of the condition in the preceding verse, “dark- 
ness and darken” to “darkness,” “night” to “night,” and 
“lighten and day” to “light.” As there is no place on 
earth or in the universe, so there is no condition of things 
that excludes God’s presence. The thought of the verse is 
summed up in the third line: darkness and night are alike. 
God’s knowledge, like his presence, is not subject to the 
conditions and limitations of human life. He is the God of 
light (Deut. 33: 2; Psa. 18:12), and his presence converts 
darkness into light. For the train of thought in tbe third 
and fourth strophes of the psalm, see the introduction. The 
meditation of the psalmist leads him to reflection on his own 
moral-religious condition, so that he prays earnestly for 
rightness of heart and integrity of life; his ode is accord- 
ingly not a mere speculation on the wonders of the divine 
attributes. 


ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 


BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known me (v. 1). How 
often we are sure that we are misunderstood; and are so 
sorry that we are. Those who know us best seem at times 
to misconceive us most strangely. A child grieves sorely 
when his father or mother has a wrong idea of his intention 
or motives in a particular action; he is so pained by being 
misjudged or disbelieved that his little heart aches to burst- 
ing, and he wishes he were dead. Indeed, more than one 
despairing child has taken his life because of being misun- 
derstood. The regret over such misconceptions of us we 
never outgrow. There is no heavier burden for any of us to 
bear than the consciousness that those whom we love, and 
whose good opinion we value, utterly misapprehend our 
spirit and purpose, and are quite mistaken as to the meaning 
of our words and actions. It is all the worse when we know 
that our friends intend to judge us fairly and considerately, 





indeed, a proper name,—-it is better to translate it by some 
one word, as “underworld,” or, better still, transfer it. The 
Greek “ Hades” conveys its general meaning ; but, as a differ- 
ent circle of ideas belongs to the Hebrew Sheol, the two are 
better kept distinct. ‘Sheol can as easily be explained to 
Bible students as Hades.) 
Verse 9.—The second example of Jehovah’s omnipresence 
represents him as everywhere present on earth. The whole 
| earth is here designated by two opposite points of the com- 
pass, the east and the west, in exact parallelism with the 
designations “heaven” and “Sheol” of the preceding verse. 
If I raise (as in Ezek. 10: 16) the wings of the dawn; that is, 
if I be in the place of the dawn (which is poetically repre- 
| sented as a bird, as the sun in Mal. 4: 2), and lift its wings 





and that our blundering, our want of tact, our slips of the 
| tongue, our unfortunate speeches, have made the trouble, 
| have made it inevitable that we should be misjudged. And 
| how often it is that it seems as if we could never right this 
new trouble, could never rectify this latest mistake, that we 
could never again be understood by that friend. Oh, what a 
good thing it is at such a time as this to turn to God with 
the heart swelling moan, “ Well, if everybody else misunder- 
stands me, God doesn’t. O Lord, thou hast searched me, 
and known me. Others may fail to know how much I love 
them, and how gladly I would show my love. Lord, thou 
knowest all things, thou knowest that I love thee.” No one 


ever yet bowed down before God in despair, and said, 
What a comfort 





“Lord, even you fail to understand me.” 
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there is in the thought of God’s all-searching mind, to one 
who loves and trusts him! 

Thou understandest my thought afar off (vy. 2). God knows 
what we are thinking about before we do. We have a great 
many thoughts that we should shrink from if we saw them 
coming, and which we are unwilling to admit the existence 
of when they are fairly in our minds. We are sure before- 
hand that we should never think such thoughts—thoughts of 
unkindness, thoughts of suspicion, thoughts of estrangement 
from loved ones, thoughts of even gross sin or of actual 
crime—and when we are actually thinking these thoughts 
we try to explain them away or to misrepresent them to 
ourselves, God understands all these thoughts. He sees 
them coming. He knows them at their fullest and at their 
worst from their beginning. He sees their leaf and flower 
and fruit in their earliest germs. We can never deceive him 
as to their nature or their magnitude, however we may 
deceive ourselves. We never need attempt any explanations 
to God; never need tell him that we are not so bad as we 
seem, that our thoughts are purer than they appear. Our 
words to him should be in a cry for forgiveness of the evil 
thoughts already in our minds, and for help against those of 
whose coming we are in danger. “ Lord, guard us against 
the wicked thoughts which we haven’t yet thought, but 
which thou seest afar off. Give us grace to keep them afar 
off.” That should be a prayer of all of us. 

Thou . . . art acquainted with all my ways (v. 3). We are 
not acquainted with all our ways. That’s what troubles us 
so much. We never went this way before. It is a new road 
to us. And just now we have reached a part of the country 
which we had no thought of before. Here are difficulties 
and hindrances and exposures which we never expected to 
meet. The way seems impassable. Its trials seem unen- 
durable. Yet this is the way in which we must go; for duty 
points in no other direction. We cannot go back. How 
can we go forward? There is help in the thought that 
God knows the road on which his children walk. He sees 
all its dangers, and he sees a plain path through them 
all. He knows just how hard it is for his loved ones to go 
that road. He will give them all the strength that they 
need to press on safely to its end—if indeed he can. Who 
doubts that he can? 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me (vy. 6). Too wonder- 
ful to be understood ; but not too wonderful to be believed. 
The truths which we rest on most confidently are those 
which we cannot explain, or fully understand. What son 
can comprehend the strength and fullness of his mother’s 
love; or can give a reason for her loving him so dearly? 
But what son would wait until he could explain this love 
before he would trust it. Whocan explain gravitation or 
electricity? Who would question their force? He who will 
not believe anything which he cannot understand must dis- 
believe the truths most worthy of his belief. “I could never 
be satisfied with a God whom I could understand,” said a 
good man and a wise one. Or, as the old Christian writer 
declared of every truth which is to be accepted on trust 
because it is beyond comprehension: Credo quia impossilaile,— 
“T believe because it is impossible.” 

Behold thou art there (vy. 8). If we are at enmity with God, 
what a terrible thought it is that we can never get out of his 
sight! If he is our loving Father, and we are his trustful 
children, what a delightful thought it is that we never have 
to be out of his sight! It is said that when Lafayette was a 
political prisoner in France he was conscious of an eye 
always on him by day and night, through an opening in the 
door of his cell. ‘The sense of being continually watched by 
an enemy was intolerable. He would throw himself upon 
his bed, and draw the clothing over his head to shut out the 
sight of that unfailing eye of hostility. It was because it 
was an enemy’s eye that he shrank from it. When a little 
child lies down at night, he is glad to have his mother in the 
room. If she will sit by to watch him until he falls asleep 
he has no thought of fear. How glad he would be if her 
eye were on him all through the night—because it is his 
mother’s eye! Is it a pleasant thought, or an unpleasant one, 
that, wherever you go, behold God is there? 

Darkness and the light are both alike to thee (v.12). Dark- 
ness and the light are very different to us; so different that 
it seems as if God would find it easier to help us at one time 
than another. When the sun shines, and friends are about us— 
friends who understand us and give us appreciative sym- 
pathy, and we have no special sense of unsupplied want, we 
can rest on Gods promises trustfully ; and can even feel sure 
that if we were in trouble we should not despair, with God 
for our guide and support. But when the clouds gather, and 
darkness shuts in, and loved ones are taken away, and others 
whom we love misunderstand us, and we are in perplexity 
as to our duty, and the results of our mistakes and failures 
look as if they must be permanently disastrous, then it seems 
as if even God could see no way to help us as we would like 
to be helped. It is so dark, that walking by faith without 
any sight seems a dangerous business. But the darkness 
and the light are both alike to God ; and it is just as easy for 
him to give us help and cheer out of this gloom as if there 
were no darkness, or clouds, or trouble to dishearten us. 





“The earth was without form and void; and darkness was 
upon the face of the deep. . . . And God said, Let there be 
light and there was light.” O fools and slow of heart to 
believe all that has been spoken for your comfort, and 
promised for your cheer! 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER, 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 

Review briefly the previous psalms, questioning upon the 
subjects, or asking for the golden texts. We do not know 
when David wrote this psalm, but probably while he was 
king. It is all about God,—that he is everywhere, and sees 
and knows everything. Does he watch each little child 
every moment, as he did the king over his people in Jeru- 
salem ? 

We will learn what King David said about God in this 
psalm. In David’s prayer to God to forgive, in whose sight 
did he say he had done evil? In this psalm he says, “O 
Lord, thou hast searched me and known me.” What is the 
meaning of “searched”? When anything is lost, what do you 
do to find it? Do you leave any dark corner without look- 
ing in it for what is lost? So David meant that God looked 
at him, not on his face, nor on the crown he wore, nor the 
king’s robe, but through and through it all at his very heart; 
God’s eye could read it like an open page, and knew all that 
was init. David tells us what God knew about him, and he 
knows the very same about each of us. We will print it in 
plain letters on the blackboard, and then talk about what it 
means, 

God knows Everything : 
When I sit down, When I lie down, 


When I rise up, All my ways, 
My thought, Every word. 
When I walk, 


Can you think of anything that anybody could do that is 
not mentioned in the list of what God knows? Suppose you 
are tired and stop to rest, what does he see youdo? When 
you rise up to go and play, or do what you like, does he 
know what you mean todo? David said to God, “Thou art 
acquainted with all my ways.” What does “acquainted 
with” mean? What is the meaning of “all my ways”? 
Would you rather have him acquainted with good or bad 
ways? Suppose you have some thought, or wish, or plan 
which you have not told your mother, or any other child, 
does God know it all? David says, “Thou understandest 
my thoughis afar off.’ You area little child on earth, and 
he is the great God in heaven, so far away. What does 
David say about that? His being far away does not make 
it hard or strange for him. He knows your thoughts sooner 
than you do yourself, for before the words are spoken he 
knows them,—the thoughts before they are made into words, 
and the words before they are spoken by your tongue. 

Here is another thing that David said : 

God is Everywhere. 
King David knew what it meant to be hidden away in the 
woods or in a cave in the mountains, and enemies watching 
for him, with soldiers all around to take him if they could 
only lay their hands upon him. So David said of God that 
he was all around him, behind and before him, in the palace 
or in the temple, in the green field, in the battle, or in the 
night upon his bed ; he knew God was always with him, for 
he said, “Thou hast laid thine hand upon me.” It was not 
areal hand that touched him and held him close, but he 
knew that God’s care was over him. When the king’s cup- 
bearer stood before the king, and asked leave to go to Jeru- 
salem, what did he do in that moment before he answered 
the king’s question? Was his prayer answered? When he 
told the story he said, “The king granted me according to 
the good hand of my God upon me.” Do you know the 
words of that sweet hymn for a little child, 
“ Dear Jesus, ever at my side, 

How loving thou must be ’’? 

In that hymn you remember these words : 
“Thy beautiful and shining face 
I see not, though so near, 
The sweetness of thy soft, low voice, 
I am too deaf to hear. 
I cannot feel thee touch my hand 

With pressure light and mild.” 

So David wrote about God. He could not understand it, 
he could not see God’s hand nor hear his voice; but he knew 
all this was true, for he felt it in his heart, and these were 
the thoughts he had: “If I should try, where could I go to 
get away from God or out of hissight? If I should go up 
into heaven, he is there; if I should go deep down into the 
grave, he is there; if I could fly with swift wings, as the 
morning light comes and chases away the night, and could 
go beyond the great seas, he is there.” 

Was it that David was afraid, and wanted to get away 
from God? Would he have written how “blessed are those 
whose sins are forgiven,” and how “blessed are they that 
dwell in thy house,” if he wanted to get away from God? 
Oh no; it was when he praised God and sang about his being 
80 great and so wise and so good ; for he said if he could go 
beyond the grave and the sea, “even there thy hand shall 





lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.” This is another 
thing which David knew : 
God sees Everything. 

Can anything hide from our eyes like the darkness of night? 
To God even the night is light, for he can see in the dark- 
ness as well as in the light. When you are asleep in the 
still, dark midnight, his eye is watching, and all is as plain to 
his sight as in the brightness of noon. When you are doing 
wrong, you may hide from mother’s eye ; but God can see 
more than the hand that strikes or the face that wears an 
angry look. He sees the heart, and knows every thought of 
unkindness or anger. Review these three divisions thor- 
oughly; for an unquestioning belief in the omniscience, 
omnipotence, and omnipresence of God must be the sure 
foundation for trustful consciousness of his constant presence 
to love and protect, as well as to see and punish sin. David 
was not the first to say that God could see everywhere. 
Hundreds of years before David was born, a servant-maid 
said our golden text. What is it? She had done wrong, 
and when her mistress corrected her she ran away. Out in 
the wilderness, alone, by a fountain of water, an angel told 
her to go back and obey. Then she knew that God saw her 
heart, and she said, “Thou God seest me.’ The maid-ser- 
vant was not the first to feel that God knows everything. In 
a garden full of fruits and flowers, a man and woman had 
lived in perfect happiness. But one evening, when they 
heard the voice of their God calling them, they hid them- 
selves among the trees of the garden. Did the shady trees 
or the twilight hide them from him? It is only sin which 
makes any soul try to get away from God. Can you think 
of any who ever tried to go from his presence? There was 
once a prophet whom God told to go to a splendid city and 
tell the people to repent. The prophet was afraid to go, 
and he went to the sea-coast and found a ship going far off 
across the sea. He paid his fare, and went down into the 
ship and went tosleep. A great storm came, and the heathen 
sailors cast the prophet overboard into the sea, for they 
believed it was for his sake that his God had sent the storm. 
A great fish swallowed the prophet, and from the depths of 
the sea and the deep darkness in the inside of the great fish 
he prayed to God. Did God see? Did he hear? Did he 
forgive the man who tried to flee away from him? You 
know his name. Can you tell the story, and if he was will- 
ing then to go and preach? The people of the city repented 
of their sin, and we are told that “ God saw their works that 
they turned from their evil way.” 

There was something else that he saw in pity when he 
looked on the great city; in it were one hundred and twenty 
thousand little children, so little that they did not know 
their right hand from their left. He saw each little one 
that was too young to know right from wrong, and he spared 
the city. Just so tenderly he looks now on the thousands 
and thousands who will learn of him to-day, and he wants 
each one to understand and remember that in every moment, 
in every place, he knows and sees all they think and say 
and do. 

There is a little hymn, not new, but far better than scores 
of modern rhymes, which embodies much of this lesson. 
You could not do better than to have that hymn memorized. 
It can be made an interesting exercise, by dividing the 
class, a teacher leading each division, and so read and re- 
peated by question and answer: 

“‘ God is in heaven—can he hear 
A feeble prayer like mine ? 
Yes, little child, thou needst not fear, 
He listens now to thine. 


God is in heaven—can he see 

When I am doing wrong? 
Yes, child, he can, he looks at thee 
All day and all night long. 


God is in heaven—would he know 
If I should tell a lie? 
Yes, if thou saidst it very low 
He’d hear it in the sky. 


God is in heaven—can I go 

To thank him for his care? 
Not yet—but love him here below 
And thou shalt praise him there.” 


ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON, 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL. 


“Thou hast searched me,” in the Hebrew, at once suggests 
the digging (and searching) among ruins, or over a field, as 
if for hid treasure ; after which “and knowest me” would be 
better than “and known me;” the thorough knowing being 
the result of the search. The eagerness with which orientals 
have dug for hid treasure, from the times of Job down, is a 
proverb in the Bible, and familiar to readers of secular liter- 
ature. Herodotus shows us royal searchers of royal tombs, who 
hoped to find a hid treasure, but were sometimes disappointed. 
The caliphs, rulers of Egypt, did their best to rifle the pyra- 
mids of their supposed treasures; and the greatest treasure 
of the third pyramid, its inscribed sarcophagus, went down 
in an English ship off Carthagena in Spain. Very few of 
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the common orientals can understand. why archeologists dig 
over old ruins, unless they dig for hid treasures. When 
General di Cesnola was digging for hid treasures, in which 
he was so wondrously successful at Curium, one of his chief 
means for securing the fidelity of his workmen was his stand- 
ing promise that if they ever found a pot of money they 
should have the whole of it. When a nest of ancient Roman 
tombs were excavated on the grounds of the Syrian Protes- 
tant College at Beirfit, exhuming from the accumulated sta- 
lagmite earthenware coffins with their bony contents, glass 
vases of the sort called lachrymatories, memorial stones 
whose inscriptions had long since decayed away, and frag- 
ments of earthen jars and amphore, an old pot came forth 
still entire, filled with some soft material different from the 
encrusting stone. At the writer’s suggestion, who had seen 
how ancient earthenware cracked to pieces when left 
exposed to the fierce rays of the sun, before a 
quasi annealing process had taken place in the shade, or 
under cover of a damp cloth, the good president of the col- 
lege took the pot in his hands, and carried it inside the build- 
ing, to wait its slow drying and seasoning before examining 
the contents. But the spectators—students who were enjoy- 
ing their noon intermission, and the workmen who left their 
“down-sitting ” (for they work seated when they can) to see 
the new find—all murmured to have the thing broken up or 
examined then and there; and some graver heads ventured 
the advice that if that course were not taken, the news would 
be all over Syria before night, that a pot of money had been 
dug up on the grounds, and thieves might come ‘after it, or 
the Turkish government would come to exact some enormous 
backshish, or at least the government’s legal share of the 
treasure trove at some outrageously high and false valuation. 
But the good president promised that the pot should be 
examined in due time before the whole company. However, 
the pot contained no money, nor any other thing of value in 
the sort current with the merchant. 

“My down-sitting,” “mine uprising,” “my path and my 
lying down,” can hardly be said to contain any allusion 
strictly oriental. 

“Thou compassest” is a rendering which follows some 
ancient authorities; but “thou winnowest” is better; the 
path was thoroughly examined, as the “ me” was “ searched.” 
Winnowing with the shovel is the kind of winnowing meant, 
of course. Jerome’s rendering is eventilasti, which may be 
freely rendered “thrown up to the wind.” The Septuagint 
has a word meaning “tracked out.” 

“Beset” is as if bound together like a sheaf; shut up as a 
city in siege; or as a military force closely henimed in be- 
tween the enemy’s attacking force in front and another which 
cuts off their retreat in the rear; or, surrounded, if you please. 
The idea of being surrounded as if by thorns, or by an impetu- 
ous and disorderly attack all round, is not in the text. 

The figure in verse 7 has a stronger meaning in the East 
than with us. Where ideas of government are so different 
from ours, where fleeing from the wrath of an arbitrary mon- 
arch or chief is by no means a rare thing, the fugitive 
need not necessarily have been guilty of a serious offense, or 
of any offense at all. But the real oriental coloring of the 
verse lies in its picturing the omniscience of God as an omni- 
presence; or rather, in picturing God as a ruler who 
would anywhere arrest his fugitives. It seems as if 
to an oriental mind this verse would really mean no more 
than that God would know where the fugitive was, and 
would be sure to overtake and apprehend him. The 
inferential infinite extent of God’s being which would 
lie in this verse if it were sober occidental prose, would 
certainly not be the first ideas to which it would awake 
in the oriental apprehension. The anthropomorphism 
appears to be kept up through all the verses of the 
lesson. But to pursue this further would trench on an- 
other department of the lesson helps. Yet we take a 
moment’s look at the next two verses, keeping the same idea: 
“Tf I scale heaven, lo thou! If I make the underworld my 
bed, lo thou! If I raise wings of daybreak (that is, go to the 
farthest east), if I dwell in remotest parts of sea” (that is, the 
west), etc. Wherever I go to escape thy face (presence), I 
find it there, before me, sooner than I. 

TEACHING HINTS. 
BY THE REV. W. F. CRAFTS. 

Make the following assignments if the class averages twelve 
years of age or over: First, “find out the stories of any men 
in the Bible who attempted to hide from God, in the bushes 
or in the sea or elsewhere, and how they succeeded.” Second, 
“find in the Gospels stories of people whose hearts Jesus read 
like open books, and told them what they were thinking.” 
Third, “tell the story connected with the golden text.” Each 
of these assignments may be given to several persons. All 
should be especially urged to commit this grand psalm to 
memory ; and if not before, during the lesson time the whole 
or a part of it should be memorized. 

An interesting approach to the lesson might be made by 
telling the story of Achan, found in Joshua, and showing how 
a man who had stolen and hidden a wedge of gold and a gar- 
ment from Jericho without any human eye seeing his act had 





forgotten to look one way as he took them—upward. And 
so God picked out the tribe in which the thief was, and then 
at length the family, and then the person, and they found 
the stolen goods buried in his tent. Follow this incident 
with the first verse of the lesson, emphasizing the thought, 
“Thou hast searched me.” The truths of the lesson, as they 
follow clause by clause, can be brought out by a succession of 
similar biblical illustrations. The second verse is pictured 
in the story of Nathanael, whose “thoughts” Christ “ under- 
stood afar off,’ before Philip called him, under the fig-tree, 
(John 1: 48). The third verse is embodied in life in the 
story of Jacob, whose “path” and his “lying down” were 
“compassed”’ by angels, especially at Bethel with its heavenly 
ladder. The fourth and fifth verses may be illustrated by 
the story of Ananias and Sapphira, whose secret words, as 
they plotted to deceive the apostles, were heard by God, and 
caused their death (Acts 5). Verses 7-12 may be pictured 
by the story of Jonah, who sought to hide from God by going 
into another country, leaping into the sea, etc. After making 
the thought of God’s all-seeing eye terrible to those who are 
sinful, to remind them they can never do anything behind 
God’s back, nothing out of his sight who always walks beside 
them, show the blessedness of this same thought if we are 
striving to do right, and our sins are forgiven. Jesus on the 
mountain-top, spending the night in prayer, saw through the 
darkness his disciples in their boat tossed by the storm on 
Galilee, and came to them walking on the water. So God 
to-day, from the mountain-top of heaven, sees his people in 
every stormy temptation, knows their fears and troubles, and 
comes to them, pressing the waves of sorrow beneath his feet, 
and making the storm a calm. 

In aclass of young children, this lesson may be impres- 
sively taught by cutting out double hearts, leaving a little 
point at one side uncut, and then folding them, with a red 
cover, into the form of a heart-book, reminding the scholars, 
in applying the lesson, that Jesus reads our hearts as easily 
as we read open books. Give the story in the fourth chapter 
of John, where Jesus told the woman whom he had never 
seen before all that was in her heart, and all that she ever did, 
to explain the meaning of the book, and then impress the 
thought. “ What does Jesus read in your hearts?” “Have you 
been angry this week?” “ Have you disobeyed your parents?” 
“ Have you toldany lies?” “Have you been proud and selfish, 
ete.?” Tell them that what is written in our heart-books is 
written also in God’s book in heaven ; and when the conscience 
has been sufficiently aroused, add the thought that Jesus will 
blot out the bad record if we will pray tohim todoso. A very 
familiar and impressive story may be used, that of the prisoner 
who was confined in a cell in the side of which there was a very 
small hole where one sentinel after another placed his eye, 
and watched every movement of the prisoner. So God’s eye 
follows us by day and night like the sun and moon, that seem 
to go with us wherever we go. If the class is old enough to 
write, get them to write out in their note-books what they 
remember of the lesson. If young children, give them each 
a heart-book, and ask them to write on its different pages 
what God ought to see in their hearts, reminding them that 
David, who wrote this psalm, had sin on his heart, which God 
saw, and had blotted out when he prayed for forgiveness. So 
we can have our hearts cleansed sot at it will be pleasant 
for us to think everywhere we are, aud at all times, “Thou 
God seest me.” 


BLACKBOARD HINTS. 
BY THE REV. J. B, ATCHINSON. 


OMNISCIENCE, Verses 1-6. 
GOD'S OMNIPRESENCE, Verses 7-9. 
| OMNIPOTENCE, Verses 10-12. 
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OLD TESTAMENT QUESTIONS WITH NEW 
TESTAMENT ANSWERS. 
BY HENRY W. CAREY. 

Verse 1.—God who created us knows everything about us 
far better than we do. He not only knows our actions, but 
he knows all that is in our hearts. If each of us will say to 
ourselves, “I know that God has a perfect knowledge of all that 
I do inwardly as well as outwardly,” as long as we keep that 
thought before us our lives will be better and purer. Where 
does Christ say we shall know that it is he who searcheth 





our hearts, and that he will give unto each one of us 
according to our works? (Rev. 2: 23.) 

Verse 2.-—We do nothing, however small or unimportant 
it may be in our eyes, that God does not take notice of it, 
He knows every thought that comes to us, and knows it when 
still afar off. Where are we told that Jesus “knew all men, 
and needeth not that any should testify of men ; for he knew 
what was in man”? (John 2: 24, 25.) - 

Verse 3.—God watches our path and searches out all that 
we do. He knows every step we take, whether in the right 
or wrong direction, and knows when we hesitate, and stands 
ready to help us decide which is right or wrong. He knows 
our thoughts when we are alone, and when we go to rest he 
is with us, knowing whether or not we are at peace with him 
as we liedown. Where are we told that Christ “died for us, 
that whether we wake or sleep we should live together with 
him”? (1 Thess. 5: 10.) 

Verse 4.—God not only knows every good word and every 
vain word that we speak ; but he knows every word that is 
ready to be spoken, whether we check it or speak it. Where 
does Christ tell us that we shall have to give account of 
every idle word on the day of judgment? (Matt. 12: 36.) 

Verse 5.—God is on all sides of us, nothing escapes his 
attention, and he is always ready to help when we need it. 
The Christian is very near to God, as he touches him with 
his hand, and guides him through this world of temptation 
and sin. Through Christ we can ask God to be thus watch- 
ful over us. Where is it written that he is not far from any 
of us; for in him we live, and move, and have our being? 
(Acts 17: 27, 28.) 

Verse 6.—God’s knowledge is so wonderful that it is 
beyond our comprehension. We know that he searches us, 
but we do not know how; but we should feel perfectly safe 
if we can feel that with all his wonderful knowledge he is 
guiding us, and caring for us. God in his great wisdom 
provided a way for us to find him through Christ. Where 
did Paul write, “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God; how unsearchable are his judgments, 
and his ways past finding out” ? (Rom. 11: 33.) 

Verse 7.—The sinner may desire to flee from God, but the 
Christian never does. The Christian rejoices that he is 
near Christ, and, when temptations come, he flees to him for 
help. Where are we told to flee from the temptations 
and sins of this world, and to “follow after righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, patience, and meekness”? (1 Tim. 
6:11.) 

Verse 8.—God, as a spirit, is everywhere in this world 
and hereafter. In heaven he reigns king over the happy 
ones who have heard his voice, and sought him: in the place 
of punishment, he is the God of justice to punish those who 
have turned away from him, when, through Christ, they 
might have been saved. Now is the time for each one of us 
to choose whether or not we will be with God here and here- 
after. Where are we told that nothing that defileth, neither 
whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie, but only 
they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life, shall enter 
into the heavenly Jerusalem ? (Rev. 21: 27.) 

Verse 9.—If the wicked man could fly with the swiftness 
of the rays of the morning light to the most obscure place 
on the earth, or in the sea, he would find God there before 
him, and that he could not escape from his judgment. His 
safety is not in fleeing from God, but in seeking him, by the 
only way, which is Christ. Where does Christ tell us that 
he is the way, and that no man shall reach God our Father 
but by him? (John 14: 6.) 

Verse 10.—The Christian, that is the man who has sought 
God through Christ, finds that his heavenly Father is with 
him everywhere, leading and supporting him; there is no 
more uncertainty or doubt God is his guide. Where has 
Paul said that they shall be no more tossed to and fro and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, but speaking “ the 
truth in love, may grow up into him in all things which is 
the head, even Christ” ? (Eph. 4: 14, 15.) 

Verse 11.—Nothing can hide us from God, not even the 
thickest darkness. Where has Christ told us that there is 
nothing covered that shall not be revealed; that whatsoever 
we have spoken in darkness shall be heard in light ? (Luke 
12: 2, 3.) 

Verse 12.—Darkness and light are alike to God, and so 
they are to the children of God, for he is with them, and 
they are just as safe in the darkness of this world as they 
will be in the glorious light around his throne on high. 
Where does Christ say, “I am the light of the world; he 
that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have 
the light of life”? (John 8: 12.) 


QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T, PEARCE, 

Introductory.—Of how many stanzas does Psalm 139 con- 
sist? Which one declares the omniscience and which one 
the omnipresence of God ? 

Verse 1.—Is God’s knowledge of man attained or essen- 
tial? (Third stanza; Eph. 1: 4.) Does “searched” indi- 
cate the perfection or the activity of the cognition? What 
is the difference between “ knowledge” and “wisdom”? Is 
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wisdom included in David’s thought of omniscience, or 
regarded as a distinct attribute? (v. 14.) 

Verse 2.—By what figure are the devices and volitions of 
man represented (Lam. 3: 60-63), and how far back in the 
process does God’s knowledge extend? What encourage- 
ment is afforded by God’s knowledge of the unframed 
thought? (Matt. 6: 8.) What attribute is dependent 
thereon? (Rom. 2: 6, 16; 1 Cor. 4: 5.) What opposite 
effects has the doctrine of omniscience upon the experience of 
men? (Luke 12: 7; Psa. 76: 7.) ; 

Verse 3.—In God’s discriminating scrutiny of moral 
quality, does he mark the omissions as well as commissions 
of life? (Job 31: 4-6, 16, 17, 19, 28.) Through whom is 
God’s omniscience frequently revealed in the Old Testa- 
ment? How does profane history substantiate the doctrine? 
By whom is it revealed in the New Testament? (John 1: 47, 
48; Mark 8: 31; etc.) How is man’s moral condition dis- 
closed to himself? (Heb. 4: 12, 13; 1 Cor. 14: 25.) 

Verse 4.—What development of the mental processes 
besides deeds, falls under the cognizance of God? What 
additional evidence must this introduce in the judgment? 
(Matt. 12: 35-37.) 

Verse 5.—How does God’s knowledge compare in its reach 
to our past, present, and future conduct? Has foreknowledge 
or election precedence ? 

Verse 6.—Does the loftiest conception of deity, by finite 
mind, demand a comprehension of the harmony existing 
between omniscience and free agency? (Rom. 11: 33.) 

Verses 7-12.—How does the psalmist prove God’s knowl- 
edge to be as extensive as particular? Which verses declare 
him universally present as observer? Which verse reveals 
him as sustainer? How should this thought affect the sin- 
ner? (Acts 17: 28-30.) Which stanzas of this psalm are 
diametrically opposed to pantheism? Why do some delight 
in God's presence while others would fain flee therefrom? 
{Rom. 8: 35-39; Rev. 6: 15-17.) Who shall be able to 
stand in the great day of his wrath? (Rom. 4: 7, 8.) 


PSALM 139. 
| Verses 1-12, in the Scotch version of the Rev. P. Hately 
Waddell, LL.D.) 


How the Lord made a’, an’ kens a’, that belangs or befa’s us. 
Till the sang-maister: ane heigh-lilt o’ David's. 
1. Lord, ye rypit me, thrugh an’ thro’, till ye kent me: 
2. Yerlane, ye ken weel o’ my down-sittin faith, and my 
risin; fu’ brawly ye ken the thought that’s far ben, ’ithin 
me. 
3. Gangin or lyin, ye trew me a’ 
but ye tent it: 
4. For a word o’ my tongue thar canna be; bot al-utterlie, 
Lord, ye hae kent it. 
5. Ahint an’ afore, ye hae sweel’d me roun’; an atowre 
me, yer loof ye straughtit: 
6. Sic’na ken o’ yer ain’s owre heigh for me; its abune 
might o’ mine, till win at it. 
7. O whar sal I win, frae that spreit o’ yer ain; an’ whar 
sall I flee frae yer sight ? 
8. An I spiel till the lift, ye’re thar by yerlane; an I 
streek i’ the sheugh, ye’re aneth. 
9. The wings o’ the light, I may dight them on, an’ bide 
on the lave o’ the watirs: 
10. But thar yer ain han’, it suld weise me on; an’ yer 
right han’ itsel suld upha’ me. 
11. An I say syne, The mirk it sal hap me owre, than the 
night, like light, it sal schaw me: 
12. For the mirk atweel, free yersel’s nae bield ; bot the 
night, it gie’s light like the day: the mirkest mirk’s like the 
lightest light, perfay! 


no a gate o’ my ain, 


ECLECTIC SIDE LIGHTS. 

Tue VALUE OF THE PsaumMs.—The Psalms form a book 
of which the interest grows upon us as we ourselves grow in 
years. The depth of spiritual teaching which they contain 
makes it impossible for them to be fully realized except by 
those who have themselves advanced some way in spiritual 
life. But these find, as others have found before them, that 
there is no religious feeling or holy desire of their own 
which has not been anticipated by the Psalmist. We look 
upen the Psalter, therefore, as a complete treasury of devo- 
tion, as a little manual of faith and piety unequaled in 
depth of feeling and loftiness of aspirations. 
We speak thus of the psalms, because we feel that they 
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CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1879. 
Mississippi, state, at Kosciusko..........-....-.....- May 7, 8 
Indian Territory, territorial, at Caddo..........-- May 8 
East Tennessee, at Maryville............-..-.....- May 15, 16 
REMNOEN, GHNUD, Ob TEODUNIY cn nccn ccs anccccnscnenase May 27-29 
New York, state, at Kingston....................... June 3-5 
ne, WO, BS. BPO cn ccadqncencasenssncensemnsanes June 3-5 
lows, state, at Mason City .............2..-..c0s05 June 10-12 
CUUEI, SENRD, O6 BRIE cnc twcmeics csnattndvewnnccses July 1-4 
Kentucky, state, at Owensboro’ _.........-...-..-.-- July 8-10 
Vermont, state, at Burlington...............-..--..-- Oct. 7-£ 
ERGO, GO, CA BA cin ccettaniicdwcncccstecn died Oct. 21-25 
New Jersey, state, at Elizabeth...................- Nov. 18-20 


NORMAL CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


Adrian, Michigan, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Monday even- 
ing, one month in each church. Conducted by the pastors in turn. 
Augusta, Ga., Union Meeting for Prayer and Lesson Study every Satur- 
day, at 8.45 A. M., in Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 

Bakerstown, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening, in the Y. M. C, A. room. 

Baltimore, Md., Meeting for Lesson Study every Friday at 4 P. M., in the 
Y. M. C. A. Rooms, Infant Class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday, 
at 4 P. M., in the Room of the Maryland Sunday School Union, 53 Lex- 
ington Street, 

Beaver Falls, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Friday, at 
7P.M. Conducted by Prof M.S. Knight. 

Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Wesleyan Hall, 36 Brom- 





Boston (South), Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday, at 734 


Bristol, Conn., Sunday-school Union Normal Class, on the first Monday 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Normal Sunday-school Institute of the Brooklyn 


Cambridge, Mass., Sunday-school Teachers’ Union Meeting for Lesson 


Chicago: Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at noon, in 


field Street, every Saturday, at3P. M. Led by the Rey. R. R. Mere 
dith. 


P. M., at the Phillips Church. Conducted by the Rev. R. R. Meredith, 
of each month, at 7.30 P. M., in Printers’ Hall. 


Sunday-school Union, for teachers and those desirous of becoming 
teachers, every Wednesday and Thursday, at 734 P. M., and every 
Thursday at 34 P. M.,inthe Y. M.C. A. Rooms. Conductor, Professor 
J. L. Chapman, assisted by the Rev. Drs. J. T. Duryea, C. N. Sims, 
and J. B. Thomas. Primary class, every Saturday afternoon, in the 
Y. M. C. A. rooms. 


Study, every Tuesday evening, in the chapel of the First Baptist Church, 
Central Square, Conducted by the Rev. R. R. Meredith, of Boston. 


Farwell Hall. Also, Normal Class every Saturday, at 11 A. M., in Far- 
well Hall, conducted by B. F. Jacobs. Primary Class Teachers’ Meet- 
ing every Saturday at 2 P. M., in Bible Work Room, Y. M. ©. A. Build 
ing. Superintendents’ Meeting and Sociable, second Tuesday of every 
month, at Mr. Moody's Church. South Side Teachers’ Meeting, fourth 
Tuesday evening of the month, at Trinity M. E, Church. West Side 
Teachers’ Meeting, third Tuesday evening of the month, at Union Park 
Congregational Church. Teachers’ Library and Reading Room, at 150 
Madison Street. 
Cincinnati, O., Meetings for Lesson Study, every Saturday, in the Y. 
M. C. A. Hall, as follows: Union Meeting at 12 M.; Primary Class at 
3P. M.; Normal Class (conducted by the Rev. Sylvester Weeks) at 
4P.M. 
Cleveland, O., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, from 12 
to 12.45 P. M. in the Chapel of the Young Men’s Christian Association. 
Conducted by the Rev. Francis A. Horton. 


Columbus, O., Bible Class for Lesson Study meets in the Y. M. ©. A. 
Parlor every Tuesday at 7.30 P. M. 


Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday even- 
ing, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. Dr. A. T. Pierson. 


Elizabeth, N. J., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
7.45 P. M., in the lecture room of the Second Presbyterian Church, 


Halifax, N. 8., Union Meeting for International Lesson Study every Sat- 
urday, at 8 P. M., in the Class-room Y. M. C. A. Hall. 
Harrisburg, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday even- 
ing in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 
Hartford, Conn., Normal Class of the Hartford Sunday-school Union 
the second Friday of each month. Also, Union Meeting for Lesson 
Study, every Saturday afternoon, in the parlors of the Centre Church 
Conducted by Mrs. S. Dryden Phelps. 
Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon. Training class for Christian Workers every Tuesday evening. 
Both inthe Y. M. C, A. Chapel, and both conducted by Mr. C. P. Jacobs. 
Ingersoll, Ontario: Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Monday 
evening, at 8o’clock, at W. H. Howells’s Gallery. Conducted by the 
Rev. John McEwen. 
Louisville, Ky., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
5 P. M., in the Y. M. C, A. Rooms. 
Manchester, N. H., Union Meeting (Bethany Normal Class) for Lesson 
Study, on the second and fourth Monday evenings of the month, at the 
Y.M.C. A. rooms. Conducted by John G. Lane. 


Morenci, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Friday at 
8 P.M. Conducted by Mr. C, M. Ranger. 
Newark, N. J., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4 P. M., in the Clinton Street Congregational Church. 
New Haven, Conn., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
4P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms 325 Chapel Street. 





speak of us and tous. We have felt the truth of the words 
of an ancient writer who says of a psalm that it gives “a 
calm to tempest-tossed souls,” that “it soothes the thoughts 
when they are stormy and tumultuous.” To read a psalm is 
the shortest path to comfort for one who is sick or afflicted ; 
to sing a psalm is the best sacrifice of praise that can be 
offered. 

Nor is this value of the psalms appreciated in our days 
only. So far as we know, they have always been used in 
private and public worship as we use them. Let it be 
enough to remind the reader of Christ’s use of the psalms as 
an act of praise after the Last Supper, and that thrice while 
upon the cross he used them, his spirit departing from him 
as he uttered a part of a psalm. And his church, whether 
Jewish or Christian, has always used the psalms under all 
sorts of circumstances. Jonah in his danger, Jeremiah in 
his persecutions, Ezra and Nehemiah in their joy, Jehosha- 
phat in the flush of victory, found, alike, that the psalms 
were the best expression of their devotion to God.— The Rev, 


New York, N. Y., Primary Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 3 P. M. 
ia the Y. M.C. A. lecture-room. Union Meeting for Lesson Study 
every Thursday, at 4.30 P. M.,in the chapel of the Rev. Dr. Howard 
Crosby’s church; conducted by Mr. Ralph Wells. Superintendents’ 
Class every Tuesday, at 4 P. M., in the Fulton Street Chapel, conducted 
by the Rev. A. F. Schauffler. 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday evening 
and at noon every Saturday, in the Y. M.C. A. Hall, corner of Fifteenth 
and Chestnut Streets. Also, Normal Class for Lesson Study, every 
Monday at8 P. M. in the Assembly Room, 1334 Chestnut Street. Con- 
ducted by the Rev. J A. Worden. 

Pittsburg, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon 
in the Y. M. OC. A. Rooms, No. 33 Fifth Avenue. 

Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Monday, 
ats P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 

St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon, in the 
Y. M. ©, A. Reoms, 704 Olive Street, condueted by varieus ministers. 

St. Paul, Minn., Union Bible Students’ Class for the study of the Interna- 
tional Lessons, every Saturday, at 4.30 P, M., in the Y. M. O. A. Rooms, 





H. Deane, in The Bible Educator. 


Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4P.M., in the Y. M. C, A. Hall. 


Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, in the Y. M.C. A. Parlor, from 4 to 5 o’clock P. M. 
Led by the Hon. Vice-Chancellor Blake. Normal Class every Friday 
evening, in the Y. M.C. A. Parlor. Conducted by Mr. James Hughes. 


Troy, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Tuesday evening in 
the State Street Methodist Episcopal Church. Conducted by the Rev. 
George J. Brown. 


Washington, D. C., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
6 P. M., in the Y. M.C. A. Chapel. 


Westwood, Ohio, Union meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
8 P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. parlor. 


Williamsport, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at 
7 P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 


ORGANIZATION IN LOUISIANA. 


Another of the Southern states has organized for Sun- 
day-school work. In accordance with the resolution 
passed in a conference of the Southern delegates attending 
the Atlanta Convention, those from the Pelican State did 
attempt the organization of their own commonwealth, 
and their attempt has succeeded. The initiative steps 
were taken by the New Orleans Sunday-school Associa- 
tion, which extended a generous call to the workers of 
their own state, and also to those of Alabama, Mississippi, 
and Texas. Methods of intercommunication are not 
numerous in this section, nor does money seem to be abun- 
dant; and yet from Louisiana herself, and also from the 
surrounding states, a very satisfactory number of repre- 
sentative men were present at the convention. From 
Mobile on the east, Galveston on the south-west, and 
from Vicksburg on the north, delegates were present, 
while New Orleans poured forth her workers in strong 
force. 

It was thought wise by the executive committee in 
charge of the convention to secure help from the older 
states. Ralph Wells, George A. Peltz, B. F. Jacobs, and 
E. Payson Porter were therefore present, and each of 
them did a full share of work as the meetings progressed. 
Several other men were hoped for from abroad, but were 
unable to attend. The disappointment in these cases was, 
however, averted in the main by the fact that they had 
been announced in the preliminary programmes only. 
Every man announced in the final programme stood in 
his place at the appointed time. Another judicious ar- 
rangement was seen in the liberal use of home talent, of 
which there is a large share in and about New Orleans. 
The meetings were held on Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday, February 20-22. The spacious and conven- 
iently located edifice of the First Presbyterian Church, on 
Lafayette Square, was the place of assembly. The Sunday- 
school room of the church was transformed into a book- 
room for the time, and it found abundant patronage. The 
singing, reporting, and service of every kind, was fully up 
to the best work of the day. Welcome was extended in a 
warm-hearted address by the Rev. Dr. B. M. Palmer, 
pastor of the church entertaining the convention, and a 
member of the present International Lesson Committee. 
The Hon. H. N. Ogden, Attorney-generai of Louisiana, 
who is also an active Sunday-school worker, extended a 
welcome on behalf of the city and its Sunday-school Asso- 
ciation. These generous words of greeting were fully 
sustained by the generous deeds which followed them, 
and visitors found the traditional Southern hospitality to 
be a thing of the present. 

The Convention was organized with Mr. L. H. Gardner 
as chairman. This gentleman’s practical ability is well 
known to those who were at the Atlanta Convention, and 
much of the success of the New Orleans meeting was 
clearly due to him. A corps of efficient laymen and min- 
isters stood beside him in the work, and carried it to a 
successful termination. The decision to form a state or- 
ganization was reached by a unanimous vote on the second 
day of the convention. Mr. W. R. Lyman of New 
Orleans was chosen president; and Mr. Joseph H. Sper- 
ing, also of New Orleans, corresponding secretary. Thus 
another state has wheeled into line, and good work is 
confidently looked for as a result. 

A series of supplementary meetings was held by the 
helpers at New Orleans as they scattered from that city. 
Messrs. Jacobs and Wells going to Mobile, Atlanta, and 
Augusta; Mr. Porter going to Gainesville, Florida; and 
Mr. Peltz to Clinton, Mississippi, and to Memphis, Ten- 
nesee. 


WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


—A Sunday-school teachers’ institute, under the aus- 
pices of the Boston Sunday-school Union, was held on 
Thursday, February 20, in the Phillips Church, South 
Boston. The speakers were the Revs. R. R. Meredith, 
A, F, Schauffler, and N. T. Whittaker; andthe Rev. Drs. 
A. J. Gordon and J. L. Withrow. 


—A Massachusetts correspondent writes: “A very large 





OCondueted by the Rev. David R. Breed. 


and enthusiastic Sunday-school convention was held at 
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Chelsea, Mass., on Wednesday, February 19. Thirty-six 
schools connected with the Boston North Baptist Associa- 
tion were represented in the convention ; reporting a total 
membership of 10,463. The baptisms reported were 180; 
the collections were $7,499. An essay was read by the 
Rey. OC. H. Rowe, of Cambridge, on the ‘Illumination of 
Truth.’ The Rev. A. F. Schauffler of New York, spoke 
upon ‘The superintendent on the platform;’ ‘The 
teacher in and out of the class;’ and gave instruction on 
the lesson for February 23.” 


—The twenty-seventh annual meeting of the Boston 
(Mass.) South Baptist Sunday-school Convention was held 
in Randolph on Wednesday, February 12, with a large 
attendance. Reports from the schools occupied most of 
the morning session. From these reports it appeared 
that there are 40 schools, having 737 classes, 921 officers 
and teachers, and 8,379 scholars, with an average attend- 
ance of 5,461. There were 212 baptisms and 41 deaths. 
The amount of contributions was $6,464.57. The largest 
school is the Union Temple, Boston, numbering 1,471. 
The Ruggles Street numbers 931; Dudley Street, 635 ; 
Clarendon Street, 575; that of the First Church, Boston, 
501. The largest amount contributed by any one school 
was $1,055.32 by the Ruggles Street. The largest number 
of baptisms was 41 in the Clarendon Street school. 


GENERAL. 

—The Rev. Dr. Daniel Dorchester, of Springfield, 
Mass., in whose church Mr. Edward Kimball lately 
worked, has made this statement to the Springfield 
Republican, concerning some recent unauthorized state- 
ments as to Mr. Kimball’s pay: “In this case, nothing 
has been stipulated, or even suggested in the remotest 
manner, by Mr. Kimball; nor was any pecuniary induce- 
ment held out to him to come to Springfield, by any 
person or in any form whatever, for either labor, time, or 
expenses. From personal inquiries, I am convinced that 
this is Mr. Kimball’s uniform method of procedure, and 
has been from the beginning of his labors in this line of 
effort. Mr. Kimball has received some purely spontane- 
ous reimbursements from a few of the churches in which 
he has labored, but the entire sum of these amounts 
bears but a small proportion to the total of the actual 
expenses incurred and paid by him. Mr. Kimball 
declines to be responsible for any statements concerning 
this matter, being unwilling to obtrude purely personal 
matters before the public.” 

—From the eleventh annual report of the Freedmen’s 
Aid Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, it appears 
that there are twenty-eight conferences of that church in 
the South, fourteen composed chiefly of white and four- 
teen of colored members. There are, in all, 205,204 
white church-members and 191,000 colored. The church 
employs 2,126 traveling and 4,202 local preachers, of 
whom 947 traveling and 2,378 local preachers are-colored. 
In these twenty-eight conferences there are 4,381 Sunday- 
schools with 240,671 scholars, of which 2,022 schools and 
96,474 scholars are colored. There are 3,877 churches, 
valued at $8,018,076, and 525 parsonages, valued at 
$714,640, making a total of $8,732,716; of which 1,751 
churches, valued at $1,793,488, and 162 parsonages, 
valued at $75,105, making a total of $1,868,593, belong 
to colored members. The Freedmen’s Aid Society of the 
church spent $63,402.85 last year; has in the field 70 
teachers; taught during last year 2,940 pupils, half of 
whom are preparing to teach or preach; and has aided 
in the establishment of five colleges, three theological 
schools, two medical colleges, and ten institutions not 
chartered. The report presents the following estimates 
of the number of church-members in the various de- 
nominations of the Southern states: Baptists, 1,250,000, 
625,000 white and 625,000 colored ; Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, 720,000; Methodist Episcopal Church, 
205,000 white and 191,000 colored; African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, 182,000; African Zion Church, 166,- 
000; Southern Presbyterian Church, 112,000; Lutheran 
Church, 100,000; Colored Methodist Church of America, 
100,000 ; Protestant Episcopal Church, 69,000; Methodist 
Protestant Church, South, 50,000; Congregationalists, 
4,189. 

—There are now within the walls of Rome, Italy, an 
English and an American Episcopal church, and an 
English Protestant congregation occupying a licensed 
room; besides two Protestant churches outside the walls. 
There are also nine congregations of Italian Protestants, 
gathered under the care of six different denominations, 
the Waldensians, the English Methodists, the American 
Methodist Episcopal Church, the English Baptists, the 
American Baptists, and the Free Church of Italy, under 
the leadership of Gavazzi. A correspondent of The 
Christian Union, in presenting these facts, says of Prot- 





estant religious work in Rome: “As adjuncts to direct 
evangelical work, there is the Children’s Home, founded 
by Mrs. Gould and still supported in her memory; a 
Young Ladies’ School, aiming at reaching the higher 
classes, and under Waldensian management; and, finally, 
a day and Sunday school for poor children, supported by 
Mr. Van Meter. . . . There is an active evangelical work 
carried on with considerable results by a native Italian 
among the soldiers of the army; and finally, there is 
attached to the Italian Methodist and to the Free Church 
an incipient college for the training of preachers. The 
number of persons gathered in the Italian Protestant 
churches in Rome, as nearly as I can ascertain, is about 
one thousand, and among these are five converted priests, 
four of whom preach every Sunday. There are a Bible 
Depository and two Tract Depositories, all three in very 
prominent parts of the city. These statistics plainly in- 
dicate progress. Furthermore, the Protestants are gradu- 
ally establishing themselves and becoming owners of 
property in the Holy City, as Rome is still called by 
devout Catholics. The shabby little places they were 
compelled to meet in at first are giving way to neat, sub- 
stantial buildings; and one after another the various 
churches are settling themselves into shape, and becoming 
part and parcel of the new order of things. No longer 
do the professors of a reformed faith need to walk in fear, 
or to feel themselves exiles or pariahs ; and on the occa- 
sion of the attempted assassination of the king a deputa- 
tion from the evangelical churches presented their con- 
gratulations in person, and were cordially received at the 
palace of Naples and at the Quirinal in Rome. These 
various signs of prosperity have called forth a special 
note of warning from the Vatican in the shape of a fresh 
excommunication against the Protestant sects, and all 
who in any way aid them or take part in their gather- 
ings. That Leo XIII. has thought it worth while to 
take any notice of these humble beginnings is assuredly 
one of the best proofs that something is being accom- 
plished.” The writer points out, however, that steady 
work must be hoped for, and not a great rush to embrace 
Protestant doctrines. 


—A Pittsburgh correspondent sends the following 
account of the funeral of the late Henry Lloyd, a well- 
known Sunday-school worker of that city: “As the late 
Henry Lloyd, senior, superintendent of the Bellefield 
Sunday-school, was a Sunday-school man of world-wide 
note, being known by his work in the Pennsylvania 
State Executive Committee, for the Freedmen, and for 
Chiua, Japan, India, and many other places, a notice 
of his death will interest many readers. His illness was 
brief, that is, his ceasing from work. He wore himself out 
before he would give up. Un Sunday, February 9, he 
was considered dangerously ill; on February 12, he died 
of typhoid pneumonia, complicated with other diseases. 
As his path drew near to the perfect day, his testimony 
was: ‘If it is the Lord’s will I should get well, all right; 
if not, that willbe glory for me; for I know my Redeemer 
liveth, and whosoever believeth on Jesus shall be saved,’ 
‘Oh that every scholar would bow at the foot of the 
cross and give himself to Jesus,’ was his dying message. 
He cared not for himself, as it was ‘all right with me,’ 
he said; but his heart yearned for the souls of the chil- 
dren. We buried him on Friday, from our beautiful 
church, which he was largely instrumental in building, 
and to which he devoted his time, talent, and money so 
willingly and earnestly, and which was, excepting his 
own home, the dearest spot to him on earth. In front of 
the pulpit, where he had so often stood, was the plain 
cloth-covered casket, containing his body; upon the lid 
at one end was acros#, at the other a wreath, and in 
center, a sickle made of flowers, and by the sickle two 
sheaves of gathered ripened wheat. Around the front 
of the pulpit, and over the casket, were the words in 
white flowers, ‘Our Superintendent.’ The services were 
conducted by the Rev. W. J. Holland, pastor of the 
church; the Rey. Drs. Hornblower and Wilson, from the 
Allegheny Theological Seminary ; and J. G. Brown, from 
the United Presbyterian Church. The building was 
densely crowded, some three hundred of the Sunday- 
school children occupying the front seats. After the 
services, the lid of the casket was removed, and the chil- 
dren passed in front, taking a last look at the remains of 
their superintendent, and each dropping a flower upon 
the body. After the children came the congregation, 
neighbors, friends, some two hundred men from Mr. 
Lloyd’s rolling-mill, and many colored persons who were 


| largely indebted to Mr. Lloyd for a place of worship, 


who, as they say by resolution, ‘endeared himself to us 
all by his unostentatious benevolence.’ The casket was 
borne to the hearse by six men from the rolling-mill, 
who had been employed by Mr. Lloyd for over twenty 


years. They were accompanied by eight of his church 
and business friends as regular pall-bearers, and followed 
by one of the largest funeral processions the city has ever 
krrown.”’ 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Book of Psalms. 
By James G. Murphy, LL.D., T.C.D. ‘Andover: Warren 
F,. Draper.—The author of this commentary is already favor- 
ably known from his good commentaries on Genesis, Exodus, 
and Leviticus. The present commentary has an explana- 
tion and short commentary on the text, with a new transla- 
tion that saves much space and extended discussion; and 
presents with clearness the author’s own views. It is the 
work of a man of learning and care and patience, and is 
instructive, But the author seems either to possess little of 
the poetic spirit, or else to consider it of no moment or use; 
and he is not exceedingly happy in his choice of words in 
his peculiar renderings. The commentary is rather dry 
and flavorless; and leaves the impression that the author 
feels no difference between the Psalms and the historical 
books of the Bible. While it is worth while to have the 
critical and exegetical points in the psalms exhibited in this 
light, the reader feels that he is in a dry and thirsty land 
where no water is, and longs for the green pastures and still 
waters, before the product of the one is made into hay and 
the other stowed away, for a hot march, in leathern bottles. 
(8vo, cloth, pp. 694. Price, $4.00.) 


Memoir of George David Cummins, D.D., First Bishop of 
the Reformed Episcopal Church. By his Wife. New York: 
Dodd, Mead, & Co.—The present volume offers a satisfactory 
biography of the late Bishop Cummins. Its plan is suffi- 
ciently generous to include a large number of letters and 
extracts of letters to and from Bishop Cummins; and it offers 
full material for understanding the gradual progress of 
Bishop Cummins’s mind toward the position he at last took 
in establishing and extending the Reformed Episcopal Church. 
The book, therefore, well fills a vacant place in the history 
of recent religious work in this country. It is handsomely 
printed on tinted paper, bound in beveled boards and gilt 
top, and accompanied by two steel engravings of the subject. 
(12mo, cloth, pp 544. Price, $2.50.) 

Chambers’ Cyclopedia of English Literature. Acme Edition. 
Vol. I. New York: American Book Exchange.—The 
present edition of Chambers’ well known and serviceable 
Cyclopedia of English Literature is a reprint of the last 
revised issue (1876). It is to be comprised in eight volumes, 
The first, now ready, is clearly printed from good-sized type, 
and neatly bound; while the size (that of the Tauchnitz 
editions, or a trifle larger than that of our American “ Little 
Classic” editions) is very convenient for the hand. The 
price of the complete set, to subscribers, is very modest ; 
being $2.25 in paper, $3.25 in cloth, or $4.75 in half morocco. 
(18mo, cloth, pp. ix, 406.) 





What Shall I Read? <A Confidential Chat on Books. 
New York: Nelson & Phillips.—This little book is prepared 
by a lady who evidently possesses not only good taste and 
wide cultivation, but a thorough insight into the needs of a 
growing mind. It is written in a pleasant, easy style, and 
gives excellent advice on the best kind of books to read in 
order to gain a general cultivation of the mind and heart; 
and at the same time the writer says many of the kind, 
encouraging words which the young especially need. The 
number of books and writers discussed is large, and the 
criticisms are for the most part just and to the point. (16mo, 
cloth, pp. 186.) 


The Biblical Museum ; A Collection of Notes, Explanatory, 
Homiletic, and Illustrative, on the Holy Scriptures. By 
James Comper Gray. Vol. LIL, of the Old Testament. New 
York: Anson D. F. Randolph & Co.—This now well-known 
and serviceable work is complete in its New Testament 
portion (five volumes). The present volume is the third of 
the Old Testament issues, and includes the books from 
Joshua to 2Samuel. It is a running commentary, with 
side references and quotations. The text is not given. 
(12mo, cloth, pp. 384. Price, $1.25.) 


Signing the Contract, and What it Cost. By Martha Finley. 
New York: Dodd, Mead, & Co.—This is a sensational 
story of very little merit. The plot is one which has beco:: e 
threadbare from long usage, and which at the best requires a 
strong, artistic hand to work it up. Even the fact that its 
characters are in a sense very religious is hardly in its favor ; 
for their religion is chiefly of the sentimental order, wholly 
lacking the clear, honest, ringing qualities of true piety. 
(12mo, cloth, pp. 340. Price, $1.00.) 

The Communion of Saints. New York: Anson D. F. Ran- 
dolph & Co.—This neat little book consists of selections, old 
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and new, and in prose and poetry, suitable for 
use in connection with the Lord’s Supper. 
It is divided under the heads of Self-examina- 
tion, Confession, Consecration, The Gracious 
Invitation, The Holy Sacrament, and After 
the Supper. The tone of the book is evan- 
gelical and non-denominational. (32mo, cloth, 
pp. 114. Price, 35 cents.) 





The Times and The Contemporary Review, 
of London, bestow high praise upon Mrs. 
Stowe’s last novel, Poganuc People. 

Wide Awake seems to us to grow better and 
better with each successive number. No one 
need ask for a more enjoyable collection of 
articles and pictures for young readers than 
is presented in the March issue. The chief 
feature of the magazine is its fitness for its 
audience, neither unworthily stooping to the 
children nor missing their interest because of 
any haughty literary character. We should 
add that the last two or three numbers have 
contained several illustrations of as high ar- 
tistic excellence as those which any American 
magazine is accustomed to present. 


The greatest treasure which has for many 
years been offered to the American bibliog- 
rapher and the student of early American 
history and literature, is the first part, in 313 
octavo pages, of the catalogue of the American 
library of the late Mr.George Brinley, of Hart- 
ford, which is to be sold by auction in New 
York during the present month, The wealth 
of the collection in rare and valuable pieces 
of early New England printing, in colonial 
and town history, and in American religious 
books of the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries, has long been known. Fortunately 
the task of preparing its catalogue has been 
(anonymously) performed by a Hartford 
scholar who has not a superior in knowl- 
edge of this department of our literature. 
This first part of the catalogue is chiefly 
devoted to New England history and litera- 
ture, It possesses a value greater than that 
of a mere list of titles; for it is, in fact, a 
ready reference list, methodically arranged 
and judiciously annotated, of the most impor- 
tant division of early American literature. 
Such was the fullness of Mr. Brinley’s collec- 
tion that we do not know where to look else- 
where for so complete and accurate a body of 
titles, dates, and facts in this department. Its 
wealth in the line of books of catechetical 
instruction, early theological writings (espe- 
cially of the two Mathers), sermons, and con- 
troversial pamphlets also bespeaks, both for 
the library and its catalogue, the attention of 
the student of church history and doctrine. 





PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


Report of the Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane, 
for the year 1878. By Thomas 8S. Kirkbride, M. D. 
8V0, paper, pp 80. 


Addresses and Sermons, delivered during a visit to the 
United States and Canada, in 1878. By Arthur Pen- 
rbyn stanley, D, D., Lean of Westininster, 16mo, 
cloth, PY vil, 255. New York. Macmillan & Co, 
Price, 


mitory of the Church of England. By G. G. Perry, 

M , With an American appendix by J. A. Spen- 
cer, “D. Db. Cr. vo, cloth, pp. xiv, 690. New York: 
Hlarper & Brothers. 


The Bedouin Tribes of the Euphrates. By Lady Anne 


Blunt. Llustrated. Svo, cloth, pp. 445. The same. 
Romeo and Juliet. Edited by William J. Rolfe, Aa 
lllustrated Sq. 12mo, cloth, pp. 222. The same 


Price, 70 cents, 


Ciceronis De Natura Deorum, De Divinatione, et De 
Fato, Edited by Reinbold Klotz. (Harper's 
Greek and Latin Texts.) 18mo, cloth, pp. 271. The 
same. Price, 65 cents. 


The Poems of Oliver Goldsmith. 


(Half- Hour Sertes.) 
S2mo, paper, pp. 128, 


The same. Price, 20 cents. 
Afghanistan. By A.G. Constable. (Talf-Hour Series.) 
#2mo, paper, pp. 70. The same. Price, 15 cents, 


The Awakening: a Tale of English life. By Katharine 
S. Macquoid. (Half-Hour Series.) 


mo, paper, 
pp. 74. Thesame, Price, 15 cents, — 

A True Marriage. A Novel. By Emily Spender. 
Franklin Square Library. ito, sewed, pp. 78, 
The same. Price, 15 cents. 

Kelverdale. By the Earl of Desart. (Franklin 
Square Library.) 4to, sewed, pp. 60. The same, 
Price, 15 cents. 

With'n Sound of the Sea By the author of Iseult. 
(Franklin Square Library.) 4to, sewed, pp. 48. 


Price, 10 cents, 


The Last of her Line. By the author of Jeanie’s 
Quiet Life. (Franklin Square Library.) 4to, sewed, 
pp. 67, Thesame. Price, 15 cents, 


Vixes. By Miss M. EK. Braddon. 


(Franklin Saeare 
Ney: ) 4to, sewed, pp. 85. 


he same. Price, 15 






The Eny,jishman’s Critical and Expository Bible 
Cyr iopadia Connie and ae by the Rev. A 
R. Fausset, Illustrated, cloth, pp. ix. 
a ‘Philadelphia: 3. B. Lippincott & Ge, "Brie, 





of Faith; or, Traces of 5 hws Mediation in 


Btlages 
» >~*. Intelligence. 3 chard. Randolph. 
Phil Mm. .-~ 


12mo, cloth, pp. 16. Central News 


Company. 

The Lady of the Arognoss. By W. D. Howells. 
12mo,” paper, BP Me ry Boston: Houghton, 
Osgood, & pice, #2: 


Poems of Places. Edited a3 Henry W. Longfellow. 
Middle States, 18mo, cloth, pp. viii, 278 Th 
Price, $1.00. 


Ex itory Lectures on ba istle to o Ephesians’ 
te the Rev. Robert J oy A. New edi- 
tion.) 8vo, cloth, pp- oe. New York: Robert 
Carter & Brothers. 


same. 


The New Testament; or, The Book of the Holy Gos- 
pel of our Lord, and our God, Jesus the Messiah. 
A literal translation from the ‘Syriac Peshito ver- 
sion. By James Murdoch, D. D, 8vo, cloth, pp. ix, 
515. The same. 


Kle ments of General and Christian T nomeay. Pi 
Townsend, D. 16mo, cloth, pp. he 
same. Price, 40 cents. 

The Holy Bible; containing the Old and New Testa- 
ments, with references, numerous critical ex- 
ylanatory notes, and a condensed concordance. 
llustrated, Lat e 4to -—~ aa pp. 1494. Spring- 
field, Mass. : . Hollan 


The Holy Bible, aenitabiis the Old and ‘New Testa- 
ments, to which are appended notes—analytical, 
chronological, historical and eg gD a bib- 
lical index, concordance, dictionary of Scripture 
proper names, maps and a compendium of Scrip- 
ture natural history. 4to, morocco limp, pp. 
1203. Oxford: printed at the University Press. 
New York: Thomas Nelson & Sons. 


The Maid of —/ we a story of the Thirty Years’ 
War. By B. de Liefde. 12mo, cloth, pp. 333. 
New York: ie Mead & Co. Price, $1.00, 


Scotch and Irish Seeds in American Soil; the earl 
history of the Scotch and Irish churches, and their 
slations to the Presbyterian Church of America. 


A Craighead, D. D. 16mo, cloth, pp. 
Philadelphia: resbyterian Board of Publication. 
Price, $1.00, 


The Progressive Glee and Chorus Book, for high 
schools, advanced singing classes and musical 
societies. Arranged and composed by George B. 
Loomis, 4to, boards, PP. 256. New York: Ivison, 
Blakeman, Taylor & 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of 
The Sunday School Times is given each week, 
The regular edition this week is 27,900 copies. 
Advertisers are free to examine the subscrip- 
tion list at any time. Uniform advertising 
rate for ordinary advertisements 15 cents per 
agate line for each and every insertion. 





“The Prayer Meeting and its Improve- 
ment.” Third edition. Price, $1.25. 
W. G. Holmes, publisher, Chicago. Send 
for it. 


For Bronchial, Asthmatic, and Pulmo- 
nary Complaints, and Coughs and Colds, 
“* Brown’s Bronchial Troches” manifest 
remarkable curative properties. 

Free.—The Labor of Love and Food 
for the Lambs to any Sunday-school 
superintendent THREE MONTHS. Send 
your name to the publisher, Edwin A. 
Wilson, Springfield, Nlinois. 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 


KANTNER’S Book 0 
000 en 
hestnu 





t Objects +4 oe. Over 
Vin 1.00, Walker, 1113 
Street, nice 


To CoNSUMPTIVES. —Many hav e » been happy to give 
their testimony in favor of the use of “ Wilbor’s Pure 
Cod Liver Ou and Lime.” Experience has proved it to 
be a valuable remedy for Consumption, Asthma, 
Diphtheria, and all diseases of the throat and Lungs, 
Manufactured only by A. B. WILBoR, Chemist, Bos- 
ton. Sold by all druggists. 


PRIZE QU ESTION BOOKS. ~The Congregational 
Publishing Society offer two Prizes for the best Ques- 
tion or Hand Books on the International 8.8. Lessons 


for 1880, namely: A prize of “Two Hundred and 
che Dollars” for the best book for scholars under 
twelve 


> rears of age, and aprize of “Two Hundred 
and Fifty Dollars’’ for the best book for scholars 
over twelve years of age. Each book should not 
exceed two — es of three hundred 
words each. The agoepe a t is to be 
the pro perty of the Society, ing pa for by the 
prize. Judges outside the weoe ae will 
make the award, and they may reject any or all 
manuscripts, if no one seems worth The manu- 
corips My! the lessons for the yt gy must be ready 
ress, and forwarded to th 4 Congregati onal 
Publieh ng Society for examination, <= tenes April 
40. The award will be made upon this manuscript as 
a specimen, and the remaining three-quarters of the 
book must be completed to the satistaction of the 
Judges. Each Fwarone we 4 must have a fictitious name, 
letter Soepmpee ing it containing the true 
name of the author, to opened after the prize is 
awarded. KO. P SmirH, Agent. 
Boston, Feb. 18, 1879. 


HE PHILADELPHIA NORMAL CLASS meets 
Py. | Monday evening at8 o'clock, in the 0 Ae 
the Presbyterian Board of "Publi ication, 1 
Chestnut Street. ke. & Rev. J. A. Worden. 
superintendents, officers, and teachers, and those ex- 
pecting to bet hers } are Ww 


NEW AND BEAUTIFUL. 
CARDS FOR egy: ts AND DAY 
~ Mh -- to suit the times—over 500 kinds 
and 4 ng mane Cc ward Cards 
oerintoe Tee Taxt & timent Cards—Bible Verse 
Cards—Good Oards—and Cards. 
— list EDUCATIONAL CARDS 
any address. J. BUFFORD’S 
SONS, Publishers of "Novelties in Fine Arts, 141 to 147 

Franklin Street, Boston, Mass. 








ANTED.—A man of good business abilities, who 

is competent to go to Cincinnati, Ohio, and take 
charge of that State, and South Indiana ‘and Ken- 
tucky, for my “ Object Teaching Bible.” He past a 
able to hire, train and start agents successfull 
a man of great energy and perseverance. I will gu 
antee such a man from $1000 to $2500 a year for five <5) 
yeare. Must be able to give security for goods, an 
irst-c ass references as to character. Give age, expe- 
rience in full, and guarantee wanted, Send this adver- 


tisement. 
W. J. HOLLAND, Springfield, Mas Mass. 


LOC UTIONARY PUBLICATIONS. Great Vi Vari- 
ety. Grand Shakspearean Premium, Send for cim 
cular, J. W.Shoemaker & Co., 1418 Chestnut 8t., Phila. 








PUBLICATIONS, 
BOOK AGENTS WANTED for the NEW 


Compre Wwe 
um. Commentary 





READY. 


Tus GREAT WoRK combines in a single volume, 
the Commentaries of JAMIESON, FAUSSET, BROWN, 
HENRY, and Scort, with the entire Text o Bible. 
The plan of the work brings the full Bible Text and the 
Combined Notes at once before the reader, thus enabling 
him to know instantly the critical meaning of any pas- 

sage, as well as its devotional character, practical 

application, etc., etc, without so much as turning a 

leaf. It contains over 50,000 PARALLEL PASSAGES 

inted in full at the side ot the Text. The whole work 
printed in Ful illustrated with fine engravings, and 
a complete series of accurate and elegant new Maps 
and Plans based on the latest biblical researches. This 
grand work will be found the fullest, most convenient, 
and in every way “THE BEST” Commentar for 

ractical use, and isso endorsed by the best Biblical 

— The Sunday School Times says it is “ THE 


Illustrated specimen pages (one number) mailed for 
50 cents in postage stamps. Circulars with full infor- 
mation free. First-class agents wanted. Address 
D. WORTHINGTON & CO, Publishers, 
Hartford, Conn. 


The Btory of} of English Literature, By Lucy Cecil White. 
ce 
The — times. influence, and works of great 
— . Erepared in England with access to old 
rare Man oer No meabens gan abuee 
to be without it. er tpaid on receipt o — 
LOTH OP & 00., ‘Bostox 
ANTED. - will pay 4 ood canvasser, man or 
woman, a salary of PER YEAR, and 
expenses, to canvass in their own county for the 
“TEMPERANCE REFORMER.” 


For particulars, address, with stamp, } aM Cc. H. 
BROWNENG, Lock Box , Oskaloosa, Iowa. 


OR TEN DOLLARS CASE w. we e will insert a | a seven- -line 
advertisement one week in a list of 269 weekly 
newspapers, or four lines in a different list fot 337 papers, 
or ten lines two weeks in a choice of either of four sep- 
arate and distinct lists containing from papers 
each, or four lines one week in all four of the small 
lists or one line -, yo = all six lists combined 
being more than 1,000 e also have lists of 
peste by states throus oat the ‘United States and 
ada. Send ten cents for our 100-page pamphlet. 
Address, Grorer P. Rowe & Co., Newspaper Ad- 
vertising Bureau, 10 Spruce St., New York. 
ft you want a cheap lesson help ‘for your school, and 
tthe same time a good one, send for sam les of 
The. Weekly Lemen J Leaf published at the office of 
The r=? ss mes, Price, 60 cents per hun- 


5000! FREE!! | 5000!!! 
Of the little 64 all. about the great state 


of Texas, its won en's cheap land — of rare invest- 
ments, better than any ban , gold or silver 
mines, sent on receipt of % re Stamp. C. H. 
KENT', Pablisher, Davenport, Iowa. 


BACK NUMBERS. 


The Publisher of the Labor ¢ Leve is prepared to 
furnish this excellent paper in a semi- y semi-monthly . 
fresh.’ a 4 made up of peat emer , pare om 

just as Ms as the current number, the fon 
towing lo These papers are not dated, and can 


“Gemi-monthiy, 100 copies, one $28.00. 
Wi ——m, one year © gb2.00. 
lor — yt es, Same rate per year. 


_ Get specimen. Epwin A. WILson, Springfield, Ill. 


J MSS. immediately placed, 
if available, to any publish- 
er. Correspondence invited. 


Atheneum Bureau of Literature, 37 Park Row, N. Y. 
2 5 = Sunday and Day School Reward Cards, 10 cents, 
. in HOUPER & CO., Baltimore, Md. 








BOYS and GIRLS, if you want to earn money 
send Lae and 3c. stamp for Sam 


Samples. 
Mention No. 1, Central P —— Co., St. Louis, Mo. 





ou ever saw, with name, 
tEED & Oo.. Nassau. N.Y 


THE HOLDER CONTAINS THE INK 


HA FOUNTAIN PEN SAVES13 TIME. HOLDER FITS 
ANY PEN. be to $6 Stomp. Stamp. Cireulare. HAWK ES, © | NASSA AUST. N.Y. 


Hw TO SING. Any one can learn. Paper, 
Cloth, 75c. Address G. W. Crosby, Florence, NG J. 


25 i 10c.. post-paid. « Gent L} 

















25 sorrany PICTURES: 6 ame pease, LA Pad 
opes, png 80 Ed a it 

Postage ‘Stamps taken. CRAN ACKERMAN, 

1017 Lafayette iXvenue, Brooklyn N ° 


OSTER'S “BON MARCHE” for ’ 
43 N. 8th Street, Phila. for Millinery & Fancy 





“5 Owen 0. Van Lenne 
tures, Museum ; 


, Montclair, N. J.—Exhibitions, Lec- 
jor Conventions, | 8. 8. and Y. M. Cc. » A. 


EVELL'S classified refererce catalogue of 8. 8, 
uppiies free to any address. F. H. Revell. Chicago. 


| semana ee =: 8. — 
JERUSALEM. » Stereosco: cope A ed cro an 
r, 


Catalogue, 3 cts. A. Singles A Mon 


END tor rablianed by a Sunday-school Books an 
© American 

Union No. Pins Oheat, t Street, Philadelphia. 
J. L, Patten & Co., Filet of Leisure Hours, N. ¥. 


~ Charles Scribner's Sons, 743 Broadway, N. Y. 


Beatty’s Celebrated Pianos & Organs, Washington,N.J. 
11 Cent Zephyr. Finn, Seventh and Arch, Phila. 


Read the NEW YORK SUN. 

















Use “ Maize Flour Toilet Soap.” eas Waster 2 1 
~ Rob’t Carter & Bros., Publishers, 530 Broadway, N. Y 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON, Springfield, Mass. 
SUBSCRIBE FOR LITTELL’S LIVING AGE. 
Collins’ Paragraph Testament. 414 Broadway, N. Y. 
USE WALTER ee 0. 


SEND FOR CATALOGUES 
Cassell, Potter & Galpin, New York. 











"8 CHOCOLATE. — 





- APPLETONS JOURNAL—<Art Journal.— Popular 
Sriance * Monthly. 7 The Beat Advertising Medium. 
15c. 


AUTOGRAPH ALBUM. 


does book. Illustrated with 2% Scrolls, Ferns, and 
_ in Colors, 15 gh —_) 6 for 60 cents, postage 

U can our scholars happy 
ese albums. ‘Boys and Lr | ‘irls, U can sell lots of 
our friends. ps tak 


en. Please name 
paper. J. F. INGALIS, foun’ Mass. 





In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publisher, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times, 








PUBLICATIONS. 


BOOKS ON THE BIBLE LANDS, 





VAN-LENNEP’S BIBLE LANDS. Bible Lands: 
we their Modern Customs and Manners Illustrative 
a of ‘te -* By the Rev. Henry J. Van- Lennep, 
ted with upward of 350 Wood 
Wr cravings and Two Colo re 8vo, Cloth, $5 00 
heep, $6 00; Half Morocco, $8. 





BARTLETT'S FROM EGYPT TO PALESTINE. 
From Egypt to Palestine: Through Sinai, the 
Wilderness. and the South Country. Observa- 
tions of a Journey made with Special Reference to 
the mind of the Israelites. By 8. C. Bartlett 

, LL.D., President of Dartmouth College, and 
lately po in the Chicago Theological Semi- 
nary. With Maps and Illustrations, svo, Cloth, 
(Nearly ready.) 





BEDOUIN TRIBES OF THE EUPHRATES. By 
Lady Anne Blunt. Edited, with a Preface and 
some peczent of the Arabs and their Horses, by 


W.8.B. Map and Sketches by the Author. §vo, 
cloth, $2.50. 





MACGREGOR’S ROB ROY ON THEJORDAN. The 
Rob Roy on the Jordan, Nile, Red Sea, and Gen- 
nesaret A_ Canoe Cruise in Palestine and 
Egypt, and the Waters of Damascus. y J. Mac 
regor,M. A. With Mapsand Illustrations. Crown 
0, Cloth, $2.50. 





NEWMAN'S BABYLON AND NINEVEH. The 
Thrones and Palaces of Babylon and Nineveh 
from the Persian Gulf to the NP Nees A 
Thousand Miles on Horseback. . P. Newman, 
D.D. Lilustrated. 8vo, Cle Cloth, $00. 


NEWMAN’S “FROM DAN TO BEERSHEBA,” 
From Dan to Beersheba; or, The Land of Promise 
as it now appears. Including a Description of the 
Boundaries, wopegtanny , Agriculture, Antiquities 
oe and Pres Inhabitants of that Wonderful 

sand. With Illustrations of the Remarkable Ac- 
ca of the Sacred Writers in their Allusions to 
their Native Country. y Newman, D.D. 
Maps and Illustrations. 12mo, Cloth, $1.75. 





TRISTRAM’S LAND OF MOAB. The Land of 
Moab: Travels and Discoveries on the East Side of 
the Dead Sea and the Jordan. By H. B. Tristram, 
M.A., LL.D., F.R.S. With a Chapter on the Persian 
Palace of Mashita. By James Ferguson, F.R.S 
hfe Map and Illustrations. Crown 8vo, Cloth, 





MYERS’ REMAINS OF LOST EMPIRES. Remains 
of Lost Empires: Sketches of the Ruins of 
Palmyra, Nineveh, Babylon, and Persepolis, with 
i Notes on India and the Cashmerian Hima- 
lay By P. V. N. Myers, A.M. Illustrations. 
8vO, » Cloth, $3.50. 





THOMSON’S LAND AND BOOK. The Land and 
the Book; or, Biblical Illustrations drawn from 
the Manners and Customs, the Scenes and the 
Scenery of the I foly jane. With several hundred 
Illustrations, Lv : Thomson, D.D. Two 
Galt $520, 12me, Cloth, $5.00; Sheep, $6.00; Half 
Mal 


PUBLISHED BY 


Harper & Brothers, 


NEW YORK. 


Se HarRrPerR & BROTHERS will send any of the 
above works by mail, postage prepaid, to any part of the 
United States, on receipt of the price. 


aa HaRPER’s NEW CATALOGUE, 332 pp., 8vo, being 
a descriptive list of about 3000 volumes, sent by mail on 
receipt of Hine Conte baad Postage Stamps. 


FOOD FOR LAMBS. 
For the Primary Classes. Nothi ri Sim- 
x le chor? of the International Lesso 3 -— Weekly, 
ne illustrations. 10or — Gane ery year, 2% cents 
per copy. 


Send for wom 
EDWIN A. WILSON, Springfield, Tilinois. 


LABOR OF LOVE. 


Get it for dip Sunday-school. wea: Finely 
‘im 





illustrated. le gospel. Nothing trash 
10 or more es, per year, 16 cents a copy. 
Send for s) 


echnen. 
LN A. WILSON, Springfield, Hilincte, 





An Order of Service. 


There is a great demand for the Order ot 
Service contained in the Scholars’ Quarterly 
for this quarter. Consequently it has been 
printed on separate sheets, and can be mailed 
to any address. It can be used by any school, 
even where the Scholars’ Quarterly is not used. 
On the back of each sheet is printed the Re- 
sponsive Review Exercise, a part of which can 
be used on each Sunday, and the whole making 
& most appropriate reading for the review Sun- 
day at the end of the quarter. Price, 75 cents 
per hundred copies. Printed on cardboard, 
$2.00 per hundred copies. Sent by mail with- 
out cost of postage to the purchaser. Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
610;Chestnut Street, Driers 


; THe 





iL BLA ‘KBOARD 





real Blackboard. Issued in Bastien and German. 
The best thing of the kind ever issued. If you have 
not seen it, do not fail to send ten cents for a sample 
Pu. Three dollars a year; one dollar per quarter. 
A SCHNEIDER, re eveland, Ohio, 





Mothersand Nurses! Send fora 
t your address in 
0O., Jotnetunene for Am: 


et on Ri 
LRIC é 
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m@@ Every Minister, Sunday-echool Superintendent 
and Teacher should have 


THE GREAT 


BIBLE DICTIONARY, 


By William Smith. Unabridged, enlarged, corrected. 
4 volumes, 3667 pages, with 596 illustrations. Price, 
in cloth, $26; sheep, $30; half morocco, $35; half 
Russia, $38; full morocco or full calf, $45; full Rus- 
sia or Levant, $50. 


No similar work in our own or in any other lan- 

uage is for a moment to compared with it.— 

rierly Review, London, 

There cannot well be two opinions about the merits 
of Smith's’ Bible Dictionary.” What was, to begin 
with, the best book of its kind in our Janguage, is now 
still better. —Prof. Roswell D. Hitchcock. 


a@ No other edition of Smith’s Bible Dictionary is 
nearly as full, complete, or accurate as this, which was 
edited by Pror. H. B. Hackett, D.D., and Pror. 
Ezra ABBorT. Sold by all Booksellers. and by the 
Publishers, 


HOUGHTON, OSGOOD, & CO., Boston. 


THE ONLY 


Object-Teaching Bible. 


“T am satisfied that it is what it professes to be, an 
Object-teaching Bible. Whilst pictorial illustrations 
must be pictures, it does not follow that pictures are 
illustrations. Far from it. In many cases they not 
only divert attention, but obscure, rather than illus- 
traie. In this Bible. whilst the pictures are of a fine 
artistical character, they help to understand the text, 
and are vivid commentaries. And what I consider an 
excellent peculiarity, they, as guide-boards, are at the 
groper places, and being on hand point out the road. 

he reader has no occasion to hunt after the oner il- 
lustration ; it isbefore him, hard by the text. e must 
be very active and persevering to miss it. This Bible 
will be a help in the Bible class and Sunday-school, as 
well as in the family.”—Rrv. WM. PaTTon, D.D. 

I wish Agents in every town. I will guarantee men 
from 30 to i ie of age, who show skill in selling 
the book, - hiring agents, after a short experience. 
from $600 to $2,000 a year. Give age, experience, an 
guarantee hj Send this. 


a J. HOLLAND, Springfield, Mass. 


AGENTS WANTED. 


Rare Books for Agents. 


“SAMANTHA AT THE CENTENNIAL.” 
By JosiaH ALLEN’S WIFE. 
“BACK FROM THE MOUTH OF HELL.” 
By a REFORMED INEBRIATE. 
Two of the most powertul — ever written. Their 
reputation and merit make succ.ss certain. Address 


for agency, AMERICAN PUBLISHING ©O., Hart- 
ford, Chicago, IL. 


ip. Pay. —With Stencil Outfits. What costs 4 

| sells rapidly for 50 cts. Catalogue free. ‘ea. M. 
SPENCER, 112 Washington 8St.. ee 

ABBOTT'S LARGE TY PK (Lilustrated) NEW 


WITH ROTM, bog work for agente, ae 
All H.* 
Got LeopaPmED & ¢ & O00... New York. or Gincin 


make quick sales and the best 
AG FNTS rofits selling our New Books, 
*Golden Thoughts on Mother, 


Hona and Heaven,” “Curiosities of the Bible.” 
's Authorized Sermons. 


Bibles, etc. Send stam: 
for fall \particntars B. TREAT, Publisher, 906 
Broadway, N.Y. 


GENTS WANTED FOR 
N ORIGINAL BOOK 


The wit, dramatic power, pathos, an fg) 

this book have [og been sams even bi 
HARRIET BEECHER STOWE. Imperial Vo, richly 

decorated and bound. Price, $2.00. Send for Circular 

oo to Forps, Howarp & HuLBERT, New 
or 


AGENTS WANTED for Dr. March’s New Book 


FROM DARK T0 DAWN 


In this new volume the Popular Author of Nieut 

SCENES IN THE BIBLE portrays with ven and thrill- 
ing force the events of red th, ids fresh 
testimony to the beauty, pathos and’ sublimity ol the 
Stories of the Bible. Agents will find this Book with 
its sparkling thoughts, — en, nig, and rich 
bindings, the best in the market. Oir- 


culars Free. J.C. McCURDY Sk. Phila., Pa. ‘ 




















A SPECIAL OFFER! 


To Sunday-schools looking for the best 
scholars’ helps Part XI. of THE SCHOL- 
ARS’ HAND BOOK by Rev. Edwin W. 
Rice, containing the International Lessons 
for the second quarter of 1879, bound in 
boards, will be furnished on trial or for intro- 
duction at 5 cents a copy. Only 30 cents 
for a class of six scholars ! 

Those who order at once will have the 
benefit of the March lessonsalso. Address 


The American Sunday School Union, 


1122 Chestnut St., Philad’a; 10 Bible House, 
New York; 73 Randolph St., Chicago; 207 
North Sixth St., St. Louis. 


Just published, Bicknell’ ~ 
® imen Book of 100 Ar- 

ftectural Designs show- 
nga great variety of Plans. 
Elevations and Views o 
Cottages, Farm Houses, 
Churches, ete. A very de- 
sirable book for builders 
and all who contemplate 
buidding. One 8vo. volume, 
cloth, maiied for One Dol- 
lar. Tilustrated Catalogue 
mailied for three 3c. stamps. 
} ny 2 ComsTock, 27 

‘Warren Street, New York. 





charm of 
its author 








About The Scholars’ Quarterly. 


The circulation of The Scholars’ Quarterly is larger for this quarter than ever before, reaching 
150,000 copies. With its increased cireulation the publisher has been enabled to make improve- 
ments in it, which otherwise could not have been afforded. The additional pages of familiar 
and appropriate music, together with the colored maps and other new features, have made it 
more helpful and popular than ever. Every one pronounces the book wonderfully cheap for 
what it furnishes. Will you not try it in your school? You can subscribe for only three months 
at a time, if you prefer it. Many superintendents who could not raise $25 at once for a hundred 
copies one year, have found that they can easily raise $6.25 every three months. You will find 
your teachers and scholars willing to pay for a really good thing,—if they are once permitted to 
try it. Send seven cents for a specimen copy. Address 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 





This cut represents an entirely new a. just out, which has already 
become immensely pepaies, and {s bound to have an extensive sale 
It isa we = and as such is not to be classed with the cheap charm or Gem 
Microscope. No instrament has ever been offered at $1.00 equal to it. By its 
use you can see the wots | parasites on the body of a fly, or the scales on a buiter- 
fly’s wing and thousan reer wontentes ¢ ings, but this is not all. 
There are furnished with 


BEAUTIFUL PICTU RES, 


photog hed on glass, and when magnified by the Micrograph they” a as 
fo | distinct to the eye as the original paintings Hoss’ which hey were 


‘There are pictures of all the Presidents of the United States, copies of the best 
paintings in the country. Alsoa large collection of miscellaneous views, com- 
on pictures of Childhood, Love nes, Comic and Pathetic pictures, in fact 

r variety A Ste suit all tastes. Taken’all in all, it is as interesting as 


ereoscope with 100 Views. 


This instrument is beautifull ge aed and nickel- Foon with sliding tube B for 
adjusting the focus, and reversible glass reflecting mirror 


Price, e id, be ~ ictures all complete, $1.00. MMe v f 
on satisfied. pa’ Pp’ mplete, $ oney returned if you are 
Tress 


D. L. SMITH, 


Waterbury, Conn, 


“WEMPLE. & | KRONHEIM, 


ART PUBLISHERS, 


J. C. MIDDLETON, Manager. 
| | Salesroom, 79 White St. Factory, 536, 538, and 540 Pearl St., New York. 


We are able to offer to the Trade FLORAL ILLUMINATED and PICTORIAL CARDS in large varieties, 
adapted for EASTER, BIRTHDAY, ADVERTISING CARDS, and many other purposes. We make a 
specialty of the most attractive 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL AND DAY SCHOOL REWARD CARDS, 


At prices i offer 





jucements =e ntendents and Teachers, and th 
= Got ne a - rs, ey are recommended to apply 


for oar ur pes & 
NISH and QUALITY our goods s an > equal to the FINEST IMPORTED, and lower in price than 
the best American. 


In introducing ourselves to the Trade as art Publishers, we would state that we shall constantly increase 
our varieties, and shall produce many nove:ties 








Hymn Service. 
XCELLENT |: 


Every Sunday School can afford this 
NEW SONG BOOK, 


Costs only $10 # 100 Copies. 


With 115 Hymns and Tunes, new and old, 
adapted to the 


INTERNATIONAL LESSONS. 


VANGELICAL 


HYMN SERVICE 
Meets All the Demands of Sunday School Worship. 
Sent by Mail on receipt of 15 cts. 
BIGLOW & MAIN, 


73 Randolph St. | 76 East Ninth St. 
CHICAGO. | 















J. ESTEY & CO. 


BRATTLEBORO’, VT, 
aa SEND FOR ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE.“@6@ 


The manvfacture of these widely known instruments NEW YORK. 
was begun in 1846, and American enterprise and skill 
have steadily developed this business until now it is 
the largest Reed Organ manufactory in the world. The 
unsolicited testimony of the most careful Judges places 


the ESTEY ORGAN at the head of all others of its class. 


Send for the new illustrated catalogue. 1879 IN P PRESS. 1879 
pe nse Oe - — —————— ASA HULL'S 
Forthcoming 8. 8. Music Book, 








GLOUCESTER, Mass., February 6, 1879. 
Lib: Dian Sim by BJ ; r a O r { 

Savi rary ‘or two et Pb om Powe “Dalleve it W th f fs 

to be the quickest, the surest, 0: best method now in | 

use. There ie no danger eaves out a book twice to e a Se, 
the same sokelar aniess it is specially desired, and 
with one assistant our librarian says, 


Eben. Shute, 


WIll be issued early in April. It will be the usual 
style and size, 160 pp. Price, 35 cents each; $3.00 per 
dozen ; $30 per hundred. 


25,:000 TO GIVE AWAY 


or ONE COPY for each 8S. S. Superintendent who 

will send us his address, with name and location of his 

; School, inclosing SIX GENTS LN STAMPS for mail- 
ing expenses. Address, 







ONE MUNDRED AND FIFTY 
LIBRARY BOOKS 
CAN BE CHARCEL 
im SIX MINUTES 


Yours —, 














ASA HULL, 
243 Fourth Avenue, New York City. 


H. HIGGINS, Supt. of 8. 8. 
The price of this Record is only one dollar and fifty 


cents. EBEN. SHUTE, Publisher, 52 Bromfield St, 
Boston. 


rs 
oe oe ee oak THE SHINING LIGHT! | |2 
; ; . ‘ | Sik a new Sabbath-School Music Book 
In ordering goods, or in making inquiry ADL TENNEY and A. 8: KIEFFER, 713 
J hOGA, . ; P S | Unquestionably meritorious. 160 pages. New 

concerning anything advertised in this paper, | =| Hymns and Music by the best authors. — 
Ul obli the iow "7 the z FAY ST READY. 7 5c. for sample copy and ten) 
Ou wi ge 18. asa we as = ‘terms. Musical Million for stam ddress x= 
gon iE ye Ge PE, | RUEBUS rect en 5 

advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- | — 





tisement in The Sunday School Times, wiL Zon rant s revolving or stationary, Biackbos 





INE: W 
8.5. LIBRARY BOOKS. 


Margery’s Son. By Miss Holt. ---- $ 
The King in His Beauty. Newton. 
Springdale Series. 6 vols. 

The King’s People. By Miss W arner- 
Haps and Mishaps. Mathews, 6 v. 
Bel-Marjory. Meade.__--- 
The Wicket Gate. Newton 
Jean Lindsay. ____. 
The Gabied Farm ; eis 
Rose Dunbar’s Mistake.__..______ 
Water Gipsies. Meade__......---- 00 
Pointed Papers. Cuyler 50 


“We know of no publishing house in America that 
publishes so many good Sunday-school Books, with 
so little that is sensational, as that of RoBERT CarR- 
TER & Brotruers.’—Rev. Dr. Eggleston in the Nat. 


&. 8. Teacher. 

Carters’ Cheap $5.1 Library, No. 1, 
50 vols. in a Case, net, $20.00. 

Carters’ Cheap 8. 8. Library, No. 2, 
50 vols. in a case, net, $20.00. 


A. L, O. E. Library, 55 vols., $40.00. 
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a@ Send for New Canaheges of Books for the Young. 





8. Libraries supplied on favorable terms, 
ona with great care in the selection, both from 
our own list and that of other Publishing Houses 
and Societies. 


ROBERT CARTER & BROTHERS, 


530 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


SYMBOLS ane SYSTEM 


BIBLE READING, 


Is the name of & valuable little book, by 
REV. W. F. CRAFTS, 
Costing but TWENTY-FIVE CENTS, and giving 


A PLAN OF BIBLE READING, 


With fifty verses definitely assigned for each day. 

The Bible being arranged with much labor IN TH 

ORDER OF ITs EVENTS The entire 
SYMBOLISM OF THE BIBLE 


Is also explained concisely and clearly, and 


100 HINTS ON 


BIBLE MARKING & BIBLE READING 


Are added. Sent by mail on receipt of price. 


F. H. a 150 Madison St., ee, 


The Proof 


Of our success in giving satisfaction to those 
who order ae mail is that although, 
before the opening of last season’s trade, we 
carefully trained a large force of clerks for 
our newly organized Mail De ent for 
Samples and Supplies, the business was so 
great that, to promptly attend to the hundreds 
of letters received daily, the clerks in this 
pe artment were compe led to work long after 
inary business het, it being inadvisable, 
in a rush of such particular com to add per- 
sons not a uainted with our excellent system. 
er proof of our success is that 
although the hurried season is over, and busi- 
ness generally comparatively dull, this de 
ment is yet so crowded that its daily a al 
cannot be finished during usual hours. 
Requests for samples and orders for 
goods are attended to with the most thorough 
promptness and precision. Nothing sent out 
unless believed to be just what is wanted, but 
if not satisfactory is cheerfully exchanged or 
money refunded. 


EVERYTHING IN 


ok and Velveta. 

ess Goods. es’ & Children’s ~ Bhoes. 
oe Goods. Men’s and Boys’ Shoes. 
Ladies’ @ Children’ sSuits. Rubber Goods, Trunks, etc. 
Shawls and Cloaks. Linens, Flannels & Muslins. 
Ladies’ Furnishing Goods. Men’s and Boys’ Clothing. 
Hosiery and Gloves. Gents’ Furnis: in Goods. 
White and Men’s and Boys’ 
Notions, Zeph Stationery and Silverware. 


Underwear, Co: 
Ladi 


yrs, etc. 

Fringes and broideries. House Furnishing Goods. 
Ribbons, Ties, etc, China and Glassware. 
Cloths and Cloaki ngs. Toys and Games, 


Furs and Millinery. 


Write postal card for ee a or prices 
of anything desired. Register etters 
containing money. Many sles may be 
secured now, between seasons. Address, 


JOHN WANAMAKER, 
GRAND DEPOT, 


PHILADELPHIA. 
The Largest Dry Goods and Outfitting House. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL REWARD CARDS 


We have just issued another new Descriptive Price 
List, including many new and beautiful designs. 

Price-Lists sent free to any address. 

Or, send 10 cta. for none package No. 1, containing 
samples of cards and tickets. 

Or, send 25 cts. for sample package No. 2, containin 
samples from 25 different packages of beautiful rewar 


— . 0 REVELL. 


Sunday-Schoo! Emporium, 
148 and 150 Madison Street, Chicago. 
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PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 








From 1 to 14 copies, - - - - $2 15 each. 
Siem “ «+e > TS * 
30 Copies and upwards, - - - 165 “ 


(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 
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THE Sith iO LEAF. 


100 Copies, one month, - $ .60. 
100 “ one year, 7.20. 
Less than 100 copies at same rate 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 
pe oe three months, - - $6.25. 
* one year, os 00. 

"Lobia 100 copies at the same rates. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 








in La who wish to $o renaive any 
at Piiisdelphia: to fo John Dd. 
crac: Lee 
"Wiese rates Iostage: which is prepaid at this 
office. peat, 
Letters co! Subscriptions or Advertisements 
should be ad to 
JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Publisher, 
610 CHESTNUT STREET, Philadelphia. 


EDUCATIONAL. 


AMERICAN & FOREIGN 


Teachers’ Agency. 
23 Union Square, New York. 
pony et Lb ey qa, Gall on oreddress Miss M. TT Se 


OBERLIN COLLEGE. 


Theological, Collegiate, and Peewaresery, depai t- 

ments, Elective studies. Admits both sexes. No saloon 

temptations. Best of religious influences. ————_ 

and cheap. Tuition, incidentals, and library fees ony 

27 a year. Over 1,000 students. Spring term, March 

2. tal term, September 3. For circulars address 
T. Marsh, Sec., Oberlin, O. 











OBERLIN CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC,.— Under 
the College management. First-class teachers. Ex- 
penses low. Class instruction or private lessons, as 
preferred. Asa home for students, Oberlin is unsur- 

for health fulness and religious —' intellectual 
advantages. Address Professor 


OME SUHUVOL FUR YUUNG LADIES. | 


hema =? hey fo tena oe n. ~ hee 
ra 
ieee He Tomball, Baltor of The Bue. 
Senool orienes wed Rev. 8. W. Dana, 4001 Pine 
Street, Philadelphia. For address, 


MRS. J. A. BOGARDUS, Principal. 


Tuition, ” 

House, be 

ly to the Master, 
Ph.D. 


Arf DAMS us ACA DmT Oo QUTECT, MARS, ’ 
the School Ba 
"Te catalogues and nemesis a 


Agency for Schools & Teachers, 
30 UNION SQUARE, N. Y. 
Supplies GOOD teachers with positions. A 4 
form for stamp. Supplies Schools and Poe nd entthos et 
petent Instructors WITHOUT CHARGE. 
T. COTESWORTH PINCKNEY, 

90 Union Square, N. Y. 
OuyorNNaTr WESLEY AN FEMALE COLLEGE 
vantages in Lil Languages 
Painting, Wood-carvi 

"SLEV. DAVID A. Y MOORE, D.D., President. 


ATIONAL SCHOOL OF ELOCUTION AND 
_Oratory, Philad’a. J. WwW. WV. Shoemaker, A.M., P: 


123 ay Musical ane SIS, 
5 Hall, Bost Boston. E. fTourjee, Director 
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Musical Wonder of the Age.” 


a= 


| @Z> 300 CHURCHES yp 


In and near Philadelphia have the Burdett Organ. The distinguished 
musical author and critic, James Bellak, of Philadelphia, says it is “ T'he 














CHURCH FURNITURE. 


Address, BURDETT ORGAN C0. | Limited, Erie, Pa. 


MUSICAL ‘PUBLICATIONS. 





BUCKEYE | BELL FOUNDRY. 
Bells of Pure Co rund Tin 
for Churches, ools, Fire 
Alarms, Farms, ete. FULLY 


WARRANTED. Catalogue 
sent Free. VANDUZEN & TIFT, Oincinnati, 


MENEELY & KIMBERLY, 
Bell Founders, Troy, New York, 


Manufacture « superior quality ¢ of Bells. 
Special attention civeo to CHURCH BELLS, 
e@@ Illustrated Catalogues sent free. 


J. & R. LAMB, Church Furniture, 
COMMUNION TABLES, PULPITS, BTC. 
Silk and Gold $. $. Banners, $5.00 each. 


_Send for Circular,59' Carmine St. NO ¥. 
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ee 








MAGIC LANTERNS. 





And STEREOPTICONS, all prices. 
subject, for PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS, etc. ae A 


VIEWS illustrating 
ever »roful- 
able | hon ss for a man with small capital. A'so MAGIC 
LANTERS for CHURCH and 8UNDAY-SCHOOL Entertain- 
ments and Home Amusement. 74 page catalogne 
free. McALLISTER, M’/'g Optician 49 Nassau St., N. ¥ 


MAGIC LANTERNS 


AND STEREOPTICONS. 
wm Punic. nes echoel, and Home Exhibitions. 
Views illustrating all subjects. 
CT MILLI LLIGAN, 728 Chestnut St., Philad’ a. 
‘A Profitable Busi nen fora man with small capital. 
Privea (trent ly Redan 


FARM GRIST MILLS 
& CORN SHELLERS. 


Every farmer should have them. 
Over 20,000 in use! 


Every machine guaranteed to 
“ys isfaction or no pay. Mills, 
; Shellers, $. Farmers’ boys 
sake as agents. Send for De- 
* scriptive Circulars to Livin 
& Co., Iron Founders, 


Lae 
WALT t burgh, Pa. 


FRAMES & CHROMOS. 


Being the publishers of more popular and choice 
Chromos than any house in America, we would call 
the attention of Agents and Dealers to our immense 
variety of subjects in 15x21, 19x27, 22x30, 24x30, 24x34; 
also, 544x744 Sheet Chromos, 9x11 and 8x10 Mounted 
Chromos, Floral, Reward, Motto, and Business Cards. 
8igx2l Chromo Mottoes and Panels; also, Crayons, 
Engravings, and Picture Frames of all kinds, Our 
Chromos and Frames are so good and so cheap, that 
dealers and agents can make money faster by their 
sale than at any other line of business. Send for cata- 
logues. J. LATHAM & CO., Art Publishers, 63 Essex 
and 92 Chauncey Sts., Boston, Mass. 


ARTIFICIAL LIMBS 


Best and Cheapest. Satisf: 

Soldiers’ sambe m Gov't order Fi fREn 
CHAS. *EVANS Manuf’r 

198 W. Fourth 4. CINCINNA al 
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tts- 










+ Fifth | Street. ‘ST. Louis, 


USE A BINDER. 


at hand for reference, 


half leather, for $1.50. 


of the best manufacture. 
placed in the binder week by week, 
keeping the file complete. Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 





scholars use The Scholars’ 











Subscribers w ishing ¢ to o keep their copies of 
The Times in good condition, and have them 
should use a binder. 
We can send by mail, postage paid, a strong, 
plain binder for $1.00, or a handsome one, 
These binders have 
been made expressly for The Times, and are 
The papers can be 
thus 








BIBLE SS : 
TEMPERANCE 
HYMNS. 


A new collection of Songs adapted to 


the present phase of Temperance 
Work,Sunday-schools, Prayer- 
Meetings and the Home 


Circle. 
BY J. MERRITTE DRIVER. 





*,* The Songs in this book are numbered and 

arranged in the style of the celebrated Gospel Hymn 

Books. Besides the large supply of new pieces, many 

with instrumental accompaniment, the book contains 

a selection of old favorites in Club and Lodge-room. 

Price, 30 cents by mail; $3.00 per dozen by express. 
PUBLISHED BY 


JOHN CHURCH & CO., 


805 Broadway : N. .Y. Cincinnati, O. 


“*FA cs.’’ 
SAMPLE 
PAGES 


Free! 
R. w. b 11& Co., oO. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL MUSIC BOOKS 


AT LESS THAN COST. Owing to removal we will 
sell our entire stock of Sunday-School Music Books. at the 
P< greatly reduced prices :—SONGS OF GRACE AND 
LORY, ee $20 per 100. ECHOES FROM ZION, 
eee $15 SABBATH-SCHOOL BELL, DIAD. 
HEAVENLY ECHOES, MEL oDIar, 
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CHORAL Kyo se 6 cts., Boards 10 cts 
HYMN AND TUNE BOOK, Paper, 4cts., Boards, 6cts. 
DAY SCHOOL BELL, Paper, 12cts., Boards, 15cts., Post- 
age, Pa 
page. 


r. 2cts., Boaras, dcts. Sheet Music at ict. per 
ORACE WATERS & SONS, 40 East 14th 8t., N. ¥. Y. 


176 


Pages of the choicest 
Music for Sunday 
Schools, Prayer 
and Praise Meet- 
ings, anda fine 
selection of 
MetreTunes 




















th's to be decidedly 
the best MUSIC 
BOOK ever published, 
Contains 176 pages of the 
choicest music,including an 
elementary department on 
“Theory of Music” by J. H: 
Kurzenknabe, besides contribu- 
tions from over 60 of the best Hymn 
and Music writers in the anes 1. Sn- 

gle copy 35¢.—83.60 per dozen —er, nap 
~an t ¢ A IDER R&R” o GNA a. ey 


TEA 


loreesing— Agents wanted everywhere—best 


BOWKER’S AMMONIATED 


FOOD FOR FLOWERS. 


Send two ten-cent 
letter for a trial package suffi 
for three months, inclesing a little book on 





610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Place, New York 


EM, 
and 
AL 


—Choicest in the world— Importers’  prices— 
Largest Company in America—staple article 
pleases everybody—Trade continually in- 


inducements—don’t waste time—send for 
Circular. Rob’t Wells, 43 Vesey St, N.Y., P.O. Box 1287 


jeces wrapped and enclosed in a 
ent for A, 4 


saat a Plants Bloom,” by > ee a nard, of 
cultural Coll WKER 
FERTILISER 8. Chatham 8t., m; 3 Park 


WORTH REPEATING. 


WORKING FOR GOD. 


{By George Herbert } 
Teach me, my God and King, 
In all things thee to see, 
And what I do in anything, 
To do it as for thee; 


To scorn the senses’ sway, 
While still to thee I tend ; 

In all I do be thou the way, 
In all be thon the end. 


All may of thee partake ; 
Nothing so small can be, 

But draws, when acted for thy sake, 
Greatness and worth from thee. 


If done to obey thy laws, 
E’en servile labors shine; 
Hallowed is toil if this the cause, 
The meanest work, divine. 


A MIRROR OF DIVINE PATIENCE, 
Bishop Simpson, in his Yale Lectures. ] 


I shall never forget an exhibition I once 
attended. Shortly after schools for the 
imbeciles were commenced in Europe, a 
young man, moved by benevolence, crossed 
the ocean to examine their mode of opera- 
tion and success. Assured of their utility, 
he returned and commenced a similar 
institution. He advertised for the most 
idiotic and helpless child that could be 
found. Among those brought to him was 
a little boy of five years of age. He had 
never spoken or walked, had never chewed 
any hard substance, or given a look of 
recognition to a friend. He lay on the 
floor a mass of flesh, without even ability 
to turn himself over. Such was the 
student brought to thisschool. The teacher 
fruitlessly made effort after effort to get 
the slightest recognition from his eye, or to 
produce the slightest intentional act. 
Unwilling however to yield, at the hour 
of noon he had the little boy brought to 
his room, and he lay down beside, him 
every day for half an hour, hoping that 
some favorable indication might occur. 
To improve the time of his rest, he read 
aloud from some author. One day, at the 
end of six months, he was unusually weary, 
and did not read. Hesoon discovered that 
the child was uneasy, and was trying to 
move itself a little, as if to turn toward him. 
The thought flashed upon his mind: it 
misses the sound of my voice. He turned 
himself closely to it, brought his mouth near 
the child’s head, and after repeated effurts 
the little fellow succeeded in placing his 
finger on the teacher’s lips, as if to say, 
Make that sound again. The teacher said 
that moment he felt he had the control of 
that boy. He gained his attention, and by 
careful manipulation of his muscles, suc- 
ceeded in teaching him to walk, and then 
to read, and when I saw him at ‘the end of 
five years, he stood on a platform, read cor- 
rectly, recited the names of the Presidents 
of the United States, and answered accu- 
rately a number of questions on our 
national history. 

I looked with astonishment, and said to 
myself, Was there eversuch patience and 
such devotion? and howstrong should be the 
love of that little boy for his teacher. I 
said, Was there ever an instance of 
one stooping so low, and waiting so long? 
Then I said, Yes, there was one instance— 
the Son of God came down from heaven, 
laid himself down beside me, his great 
heart by my heart, watched me with per- 

etual care, infused into me of his own 
ife, and waited for nearly twenty years 
before I reached my finger to his lips and 
said, “Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth.”’ 
What condescension, what love to fallen 
man! Christ stooped so low, it authorizes 
us to stoop, and wait on, and wait ever. 
Some of these wretched ones have been 
suffering for more than eight and thirty 
years, and have been lying at the edge of 
the pool waiting for us to come and help 
them into the troubled waters. 





MINISTERIAL WORK AND STUDY. 


(The Rev. Dr, A. J. F. Behrends, in The Congrega- 
tionalist. | 

There are only seven days, of twenty- 
four hours each, in every week; during 
which a working pastor must prepare two 
sermons, conduct from one to shoes rayer- 
meetings, make such pastoral calls and 
discharge such duties as the requirements of 
the parish may demand. To say nothing 
of needless invasions on his time by people 
who have no claim on him, and the hours 
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more or less extended, how can the average 
pastor find time for such courses of study 
as to fit him for growing usefulness? That 
the problem is not in soluble is plain from 
the fact that scores and hundreds of men 
have been able, for many successive years, 
to meet the demands of their parishes to 
growing acceptance, with energy sufficient 
to write for the papers, contribute to the 
magazines and quarterlies, and join the fra- 
ternity of authors. And inquiry proves 
that all this has been done, not by the aid 
of miracle, but by a wise husbanding of 
time and force, and by downright hard 
work. 

It may be said, in a general way, that in 
such matters every man must be a law unto 
himself. Men differ widely in their native 
capacity for intense and continuous work, 
in their powers of endurance, in rapidity of 
mental activity, in retentiveness of memory, 
in literary tastes, in their disposition w 
confine themselves to definite methods. 
Samuel Hopkins speaks of studying four- 
teen hours each day. Calvin found time 
to preach every day, lecture three times a 
week, conduct a vast correspondence, and 
prepare for the press his voluminous com- 
mentaries. Such examples are profitable 
for inspiration, but hardly for imitation. 
The average working pastor will be for- 
tunate if he can succeed in following the 
illustrious Thomas Chalmers, and devote, 
on an average, five hours each day to his 
studies. In the most active years of his 
ministry he may not be able to com- 
mand even such an amount of time for 
uninterrupted and close study. But 
there must be something seriously at fault 
if he fail, during the first ten years of his 
professional life, to spend at least five 
hours a day in his library. During these 
years he has most leisure. The calls for 
outside labor are comparatively few. And 
if these years have been diligently improved, 
the capacity for work will have doubled 
and trebled, so that one hour may be made 
to do the work of three. Dr. Alexander is 
right in saying that the first ten years of 
any minister's work are the period in 
which he makes his greatest attainments. 
These are years of foundation building. 
They determine his practical aims, his liter- 
ary or theological tastes, his ‘methods. 
And where these ten golden years have 
been allowed to run to waste, or have been 
indifferently improved, it may be seriously 
doubted whether the loss can ever be made 


There must be also, from the very begin- 
ning, @ very definite purpose of solid 
improvement, a determination conscien- 
tiously made and firmly adhered to, 
not to sacrifice the student to the preacher. 
Every pastor is very soon confronted by 
the question: “ How much time ought I 
to give to pulpit preparation, and how much 
to general study?” These two lines of 
work cannot be separated ; they are like the 
right and left lobes of the lungs ; an injury 
to one is hurtful to the other. He who 
neglects general study will soon exhaust 
his material, and fail in the power of public 
religious teaching. It would seem to b- 
fair to divide the six days of the week 
equally between these two great classes of 
work, One-half of each working day 
might be given to the sermon, and the 
other half to study ; or the first three days 
might be devoted to study, and the work of 
pulpit preparation might be begun on 
Toursday. In some respects, the latter 
plan has its peculiar advantages. It sup- 
plies time for creating mental momentum, 
a quality invaluable for broad and effective 
work, Nor will the sermon necessarily 
suffer. He who cultivates what has been 
called the “ homiletical mood” will fre- 
quently find the richest and most practical 
themes in the course of his most general 
studies. Besides, where the afternoons are 
devoted, as they always should be, to par- 
ish work, the mind will often so combine 
the studies of the morning with the living 
wants of men, as to provoke the most profit- 
able trains of reflections. It may be said 
that he finds the most numerous and the 
freshest themes for the pulpit, who most 
eagerly and gladly loses himself in sur- 
veying the broad fields of divine truth. It 
will be found, too, that where such a policy 
is early adopted, the time for general study 
may be gradually extended, without det- 
riment to careful preparation for theservices 
of preaching. As material accumulates, 
as the knowledge of the Bible, and of doc- 
trinal history, becomes more accurate and 


extended, as the mental powers become | 


more vigorous, and practical sympathy with 
men gathers fiber and force, an hour or 
two may suffice for what once required an 
entire morning ; and so, as duties and calls 
multiply, the acquired ease may still leave 
a generous margin for general study, 





FIFTY WRITERS. 


Fifty of the more prominent contributors to Tar Sunpay Scnuoo. Times 
during the past three years are named below. This list shows something of the 
standing of The Sunday School Times among the religious papers of the land, 
and the readers of the paper may safely count it a fair indication of what is to 


be expected in the future. 


PROF. AUSTIN PHELPS, D.D. 
PROF. TAYLER LEWIS, D.D. 
PROF. A. C. KENDRICK, D.D. 
PROF. D. R. GOODWIN, D.D. 
PROF. W. C. WILKINSON, D.D. 
PROF. T. W. COIT, D.D. 
PROF. C. H. TOY, D.D. 
PROF, W. 8. PLUMER, D.D. 
PROF. J. L. M. CURRY, D.D. 
PROF. M. B. RIDDLE, D.D. 
PROF. JOHN 8. HART, LL.D. 
PROF. C. A. YOUNG, PH.D. 
EDWARD EGGLESTON. 
CHARLES DUDLEY WARNER. 
PAUL H. HAYNE. 
WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT. 
ROSE TERRY COOKE. 
MARGARET J. PRESTON. 
BENSON J. LOSSING, LL.D. 
WASHINGTON GLADDEN. 


PRESIDENT R. B. HAYES. 
EX-PRESIDENT U. 8. GRANT. 
SIR CHARLES REED. 
GEN. J. R. HAWLEY, 
GEN. O. O. meth 


BISHOP A. C. COXE, D.D. 


BISHOP E. pk SCHWEINITZ, D.D. 


W. M. TAYLOR, D.D. 
HOWARD CROSBY, D.D. 
JOHN HALL, D.D. 
C. 8. ROBINSON, D.D. 
WILLIAM ORMISTON, D.D. 


GEORGE DANA BOARDMAN, D.D. 
THE REV. NEWMAN HALL, LL.B. 
THEODORE L. CUYLER, D.D. 
RICHARD NEWTON, D. D. 


J. H. VINCENT, D.D. 


Pres. JOHN F. HURST, D.D. 
Pres. W. W. PATTON, D.D 


Pres. PAUL A. CHADBOURNE, 


LL.D. 


Pres. E. M. GALLAUDET, LL.D. 


Pres. H. G. WESTON, D.D. 
Pres. G. W. C. LEE, LL.D. 


WILLIAM C. PRIME, LL.D. 


ELIHU BURRITT. 
JOSEPH COOK. 
DWIGHT L. MOODY. 
IRA D. SANKEY. 
JOHN B. GOUGH. 
EDWARD KIMBALL. 








3 CENTS — 


Will secure a copy of THE NATIONAL QUARTERLY, 
Fehrecey, and March. The Quarterly con 

to each lesson, there are 6 pages of Music, a 
: Model Program, an 0 “Res 

a Review Exercise, and a Temperance Lesson. The 
and the appearance of the page Open and Attractive. 
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extent Mt of the three captivities, a 


20 C 


nin 


ENTS 


ENLARGED EDITION 
tains 52 pages and beside 

ap showing the 
ponsive Exercise, 


ype is Clear and Distinct, 


Will secure a copy of THE NATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER, on trial, 
for3 months. Regular yearly subscription, $1.50; clubs of 5 or more, $1.25 each. 


ADAMS, BLACKMER, & LYON PUB. CO.. CHICAGO, ILL. 





FREE to CHORISTER or oe CNDERT. 


ANIERN —aNYBRNATIONA?, oy l 


LESSON 


aM MAL 





186 choice new Ftttatnandland of Music, coverin all the 1g all the Suuday School Lessons for 1879. Cc School Lessons for 1879. 
hensive Index of OLB SUNDAY SCHOOL TUNES suited to its NEW 
to FAMILIAR TUNES where circumstances will not admit of learning the new. 
over 800 different Poems written expressly for it. Music from over 500 pieces. 

The Songs submitted to an actual SCHOOL TEST before judges, and marked by the scholars as weii as the 


jotges e Book the work of over 115 different writers, embracin 
rd Edi er 100; cloth or board cover, $1 
” Edition, words and music, with Manual on using music 


tion, mn. paper cover, $6 
ome, $20 per Officers 


sco alsoa 


Compre- 


WORDS, so that the Lesson Hymns can be sung 
Words for Music selected from 


nearly all the best talent in that tine. 
per 100; popuier Music Edition, board 
in the S. S., 30 cents each. 


EE TO CHORISTER or SUPERINTENDENT. On receipt of 15 cents, for postage and mailing, and assurance 


that party 


COOK, Publisher, 46 Madison St., 


is Superintendent or Chorister, we will send sample copy of Officers’ Edition and 6 cent Word 
ae +. 1. free (but to no one else positively). Sev Pp tae mailed free. 


Chicago. 





BIBLE 


PRICE :—Single copy 5 cents. 


76 East Ninth Street, N. Y.; 





In packages of five and upwards 3 cents. 
AMERICAN BAPTIST PUBLICATION SOCIETY, 
7 Tremont Temple, Boston; ‘} 1420 Chestnut St., 


This new 


ceived that in less 
than one mo 


Quarterty for 
the first quarter 
LESSON Sa = 


FOR "SUNDAY-SCHOOL SCHOLARS. “40.000 
=~ 9 

SECOND QUARTER, 1879. goprsEs. 
In this second quarter more space has been given to music than the first quarter 


Send orde rs to 


Pl il: {3 71 Randolph Street, Chicago ; 
lla, 209 North Sixth St., St. Louis. 


nth it 








THE PENN MUTUAL 


LAER ie INSURANCE CO., of oy 


‘ACCUMULATED, Da mane 
THE PENN is: is a purely Mutual ny. © in ot ite 


m pa 

surplus premiums are returned to the members every 
year, thus furnishing insurance at the lowest possible 
rates. All policies” non- “forfeltable for their value. 
Endowment’ p ~- % igned at life rates. AGENTS 
WANTED. ety to 8. STEPHENS, Vice-Presi- 
dent, 921 (* honteck Lr Philadelphia. Pa 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
oF THPORA TED 1925, 


INCORPORATED 1825. 
Capital, $490,000.00. Assets, $1,704,431.36. 


JOHN DEVERE Presideni. 


WM. @. CBO % 
JOHN L. soeELE Borers, 


Great Reduction in Price. 
CAXTON PRESS. 


Self-Inking, onl 
OCOLUMBIAN PR 


work of a $250 Pr 
8.50, Stam ae 
CURTIS Ms Mr’ 





Its merits as a WASH BLUE have 





No. 233 North Second St., Phi 


13, 


Poemnts from 
HELL, 


15 Federal St., Boston, Mass. 


‘Katah ished 1947 


Barlow’s Indigo Blue. 


been fully 


tested and endorsed by thousands of housekeepers. 
Your “—— ought to haveitonsale. Ask for him fo 


D. 8. WILTBERGER, Proprietor, 


r it. 


elphia. 





| 


FROM ADVERTISERS 


From F. H. Revell, Publisher, Chicago, Ill. 
Have had about two hundred orders for sample 
oa ies from one insertion of our small advertisement 
he Sunday School Times, 


Pon Everybody's Publishing Co., Chicago, Ml. 

June 28, 1878.] 

The circulation of our Everybody’s Paper has 
increased 20,000 copies in “the last six months, and we 
otras S | in * large measure to advertising in The 
Sunday Sc! 1 Times. We consider it the best adver 

tising i in this country. 


{From Charles F, Hill, manufacturer of the Folding 

Book Case, Hazleton, Pa.) 

Allow me to commend The Sunday School Times as 
avery valuabl advertising medium. The returns my 
gavertionsnens — fthe Folding Book Case brought me, 
far exceeded on I ever tried. I cannot under- 
stand this, but ow it is so. 


[From the Star Parlor Organ Factory of Alleger, 
Bowlby, & Co., bso gen N. J.) 
It is simple justice to you to say that our standin 
vertisensent of one inch has paid us a hundred fold. 
and when we have used space on special occa 
sions We have always experienced immediate and 
profitable returns, 


{From Croft, Wilbur, & Co., Manufacturers of Confeo- 

tionery, Philadelphia.—January 7, 1878.) 

After extensive newspaper advertising, we can 
truthfully say that no r has brought us so good 
returns as The aq oy 4 Be ool Times. An advertise 
ment inserted in its coleman brought us cash orders 
from the larger share of all the states in the Union. 


{From J. J. Wilson, 763 Broadway, New York, Manu- 
facturer and Exhibitor of Stereopticons.—F ebruary 
15, 


It isa pleasure to me to inform you that my adver- 
rising in Ree Sunday School Times has been the most 
sat ry of any I have ever done, without excep- 
tion. Before I had seen the issue containing my first 

vertisement, numerous letters satisfied me 1 had 
found a medium ofthe greatest value, I am glad to 
notice that you rigidly exclude advertisements which 
are intended to deceive ive Dy pees romises that cannot possi- 
bly be Believe the value of your 
medium — he good: -will of your patrons is largely 
due to this fact. 

From Horace Waters & Sons, Dealers in Pianos, 
Organs, etc., 40 East 1th Street, New York.—Feb- 
ruary 16, 1877. J = lala 
We take pleasure in saying that as an advertising 
medium we consider The Sunday School Times one 


— | of the best we use. 


{From William Syckelmore. Printer and Publisher, 
Philadelphia.—August 31, 1 1877. ] 
I have been much tified with the success attend- 


| ing my advertisement in The cundag Be hool Times, 


and shall avail —. if in the ee oO 
pace on superior to any other wi 
experience. 


T. Coteworth Pinckney, Proprietor of Ptnck- 
vars ye Agency, for for A es AF Teachers, 3 Umon 


hat paper asa 
thin the range of my 


tie been 80 tifled with the returns from my 
advertisement in The Sunday School Times that 1 
feel impelled to report the fact to you. I think I mcy 
safely say I have received more answers from my 
advertisement in this paper than from any other J 
have employ: 


[From M. W. Smith & Co.,140 La Salle St., Chicago, 
Ill.—January 16, 1877.] aN 
than three hundred letters were rece! from 
on one pe ah tademe in The Sunday School Times. 


| [From A. J. Weidéner Pro stotee, Sov during the the Centen- 





| the results, we can 


| general approval o 


ES, Selt- | 
Inking, from $25 toms: will do the 


| 


nial season, of 
July 31, 1876.] 
I believe The Sunday School Times to be one of Li 
best mediums for advertising many branches of busi- 
ness. I do say conscientiously that I have heard from 
my adv bee in your pape paper oftener than from any 
other paper in which I have advertised this season, 


{From M. T. Richardson, Publisher of the House 
kee r’s Companion, 29 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, 
y.—January 19, -] 


hiladelphia— 


od ve ti po these times to find now 
hen opame aN eee ceanetnin 


and then a paper likean adequate 
return for the money invested. I ve been agree 
ably disappointed with the results of my adv 


in your columas. 
[From the Papyrograph Co., Norwich, Conn.—Janiw 
ary 29, 1877.] 


We have received a large number of applicatiuns 
or the Papyrograph from_persons who refer to you, 
nciuding one to-day from England. 

We consider yours the best medium we have tried so 
ar, and feel well satisfied with the business the adver 
tisement has brought us. 


{From Brown’s Flexible Weather Strip Co., 17 Dey St., 
New York, 


Tt is but just to your valuable pepe. that we acknowl- 
edge its superior merits as an advertising medium. 

Having Thoroughi tested it, and watched carefully 
onestly state that our advertise 
ment in The Sunday School Times brought us more 
cash orders than did our advertisement in any other 
five religious papers. Some heavy mails conststed 
la ly of orders for goods in which it was stated that 
the advertisement was seen in The Sunday School 
Times. These orders were from all parts of the 
country. 











The uniform rate for ordinary advertisements is 15 
cents per agate line (14 lines to an inch), each inser- 
tion, whether for one time or more. Itis believed that 
this uniform low rate, which makes THE SUNDAY 
ScHOoOoL TIMEs the cheapest advertising medium, by 
far, among the religious weeklies, will meet with ‘the 
advertisers. The rate for Read- 
ing Notices (bourgeois type, leaded) in the Business 
Department, will 50 cents per counted line for each 
insertion, and for Special Notices (solid agate) 30 cents 
per line for each insertion. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher. 





PARLOR FURNITURE, 





408. WALTON. J08. L. SCOTT. 




















g] Watton & Scorr, |: 
+ CABINET MAKERS. | 
4 . a 
if > | 
£1150 No. NINTH ST] 
rs PHILADELPHIA. i | 

octal @ 

| one BED-ROOM SUITS. 


In ordering anything advertised in this 
paper, you will oblige the publisher, as well 
as the advertiser, by stating that you saw the 
advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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THIRTY=-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


New YorK LIFE INSURANCE Go., 


OFFICE: Nos. 346 and 348 Broadway. 


JANUARY Ist, 1879. 


Amount of Net Cash Assets, Jan. 1, 1878_._.___-.____-------------- $34,452,905 29 
REVENUE ACCOUNT. 

Premiums received and deferred............------ $6,121,856 04 

Less deferred premiums Jan, 1, 1878.........----- 396,289 26— $5,725,566 78— 


Interest received and accrued_.........-...------ 2,264,560 48 
Less interest accrued Jan, 1, 1878_-.-- 315,895 35— $1,948,665 13— $7,674,231 91 





$42,127,137 20 


DISBURSEMENT ACCOUNT. 


Losses by death, including reversionary additions to same-_---_--- $1,687,675 61 
Endowments matured and discounted, including reversionary 

Ee tt eretiessndnancavecenencssecenese= 673,051 74 
Life annuities and reinsurances---_..............-.---..-..---- 231,005 29 
Dividends and returned premiums on canceled policies-----~---- 2,288,674 25 


Commissions, brokerages, agency expenses, and physicians’ fees. 518,809 94 
Taxes, office, and law expenses, salaries, advertising, printing, &c.. 417,258 78 
Reduction of values on United States and other stocks-_- ---- sens 88,635 00 
Fg Sela ee eee eretarkcewenewe 8,568 98— $5,913,679 59 





$36,213,457 61 
ASSETS. 


Cash in bank, on hand, and in transit, (since received) -_-.--.---- 
Invested in United States, New York City, and other stocks, 

market value $15,415,105 $4)....................---------- 14,791,267 72 
4,582,270 42 


$932,839 43 


Bonds and mo es, first lien on real estate, (buildings thereon 

insured for $12,860,000 and the policies assigned to the com- 
pany as additional collateral security )_~-..--.-----.-------- 14,364,158 43 
*Loans on existing policies, (the reserve held by the company on 
ese polies amounts to $3,225,000)--..----------~---------- 
*Quarterly and semi-annual premiums on existing policies, due 
> SS eae ‘ 
*Premiums on existing policies in course of transmission and col- 
lection, (estimated reserve on thesé policies, $590,000 ; included 
set it ema Pile Si 5 Ti a a ae 
iit itte akitiinks nish dion ian Rein cone cnsanncéne 
Accrued interest on investments to Jan. 1, 1879.....-----...---- 
*A detailed schedule of these items will accompany the usual an- 
nual report filed with the Inswrance Department of the State 


621,984 93 
379,839 09 
146,834 75 


88,036 91 
306,225 93—$36,213,457 61 


of New York. 
Excess of market value of securities over cost_...........---- 623,837 62 





ee apenas $36,837,295 23 
Appropriated as follows: . 


Adjusted losses, due subsequent to Jan. 1, 1879_...------------- $399,486 68 
Reported losses, awaiting proof, ete ........------..------------ 180,993 39 
Matured endowments, due and unpaid..-........-..--.------- 19,601 07 


Reserved for reinsurance on existing policies ; participating insur- 

ance at 4 per cent, Carlisle net premium : non-participating 

at 5 per cent. Carlisle net premium -....--...--.-....----- $2,369,333 40 
Reserved for contingent liabilities to Tontine Dividend Fund, 

over and above a4 per cent reserve on existing policies of 





SRR dap akadanmanmdininn nign idnticn Ga encmmaittilinn ened onde 1,041,456 87 
Reserved for premiums paid in advance....-. ..----.------- 14,987 18—$34,025,858 59 
SOE CUO 08 © OE COs ccwe chncnuguibabe dudbedessecenccsasecees~ 2,811,436 64 





$36,837,295 23 
Surplus, estimated by the New York State Standard at 
4 1-2 per cent,, over - - - - - - ~ $6,500,000 00 


From the undivided surplus of $2,811,436.64 the Board of Trustees has declared a Reversion- 
ary dividend to participating policies in proportion to their contribution to surplus, available on 
settlement of next annual premium, 


During the year, 5,082 policies have been issued, insuring $15,949,986. 


Number of policies in force Jan. 1, 1876, 44,661. Amount at risk, $126,132,119. 
Number of policies in force Jan. 1, 1877, 45,421. Amount at risk, 127,748,473. 
Number of policies in force Jan. 1, 1878, 45,605. Amount at risk, 127,901,887. 
Number of policies in force Jan. 1, 1879, 45,005. Amount at risk, 125,232,144. 


Death-Claims paid 1875, $1,524,815, Income from Interest, 1875, $1,870,658. 
Death-Claims paid 1876, 1,547,648. Income from Interest, 1876, 1,906,950. 
Death-Claims paid 1877, 1,638,128. Income from Interest, 1877, 1,867,457. 
Death-Claims paid 1878, 1,687,676. Income from Interest, 1878, 1,948,665. 


Divisible surplus at 4 per cent., Jan. 1, 1876, $2,499,656. 
Divisible surplus at 4 per cent., Jan. 1, 1877, 2,626,816. 
Divisible surplus at 4 per cent., Jan. 1, 1878, 2,664,144. 
Divisible surplus at 4 per cent., Jan. 1, 1879, 2,811,436. 


TRUSTEES. 


HENRY BOWERS, 
JOHN M. FURMAN, 

. WILLIAM A. BOOTH, 
WM. H. APPLETON, 
EDWARD MARTIN, 
8S. 8. FISHER, 
WILLIAM H. BEERS. 


MORRIS FRANK! '™" 
@ «. 


{or JC 1" 
WILLIAMP ty) Dee27 10 
Vic Box 27 


MORRIS FRANKLIN 
ROBERT B. COLLINS, 
CHAS. WRIGHT, M.D.. 
J. F. SEYMOUR, 
JOHN MAIRS, 
DAVID DOWS, 


EDW. A. WHITEMORE, 
H. B. CLAFLIN, 
LOOMIS L. WHITE, 
GEORGE A. OSGOOD, 
WILLIAM BARTON, 
HENRY TUCK, M.D., 


aa CTUARY. 


THEODORE M,. BANTA, Cashier. 
D. O’DELL, Superintendent of Agencies. 
CHARLES WRIGHT, M.D., 
Residence, 109 East 26th St., 
uc , M.D., 
15 East Sist St. 


HENRY T Medical Examiners, 


STATEMENT 


OF 


THE MuTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY OF NEW YORK. 
F. S. WINSTON, President, 


For the year ending December 3 1st, 1878, 


Annuity Account. 


No. Ann. Pay’ts. 


Ann. Pay’ts. 
900 


<3 
































Annuities in force, Jan. ist, 1878...... iv 61 | Annuities in force, Jan. Ist, 1879...... 53 $20,549 09 
Premium Annuities.................. 6.174 00 Premium Annuities.................. | " 5,981 68 
JE Bee dencntessesoveaeeves 4] 2,081 04 1] Annuities Terminated................ 5 7,574 93 
58 | «$34,105 65 || 58 | $34,105 65 
! il 
Insurance Account. 
+A —_—— 
No. | Amount, | No. | Amount. 
Policies in force, Jan. Ist, 1878..... 91,553 | $294,488,311 | Policies in force, Jan. Ist, 1879...... 91,828 | $290,774,315 
Risks Assumed,..................-- 8,870 | 28,299,818 || Risks Terminated................... 8 595 32,013,814 
100,423 | $322,788,129 | 100,423 | $322,788,129 
i | 
Dr. Revenue Account. Cr. 
To balance from last account........-...-.- 2,355 ,678.27 | By paid Death and Endowments Claims 
wae, st .. _,, Se RP SSS a 13,092,719.83 | (matured and discounted)... . ..$6,603,713.22 
“ Interest and Rents............----ccc-ee 4,752,407.74 |} “ 0 ieatttucccestecounzcesnss 26,697.97 
ius 6 RVI ecee ccc eneseccvcesse --- 3,555,462.00 
get. “ ‘surrendered Policies and Addi- 
at SE cctianecnns cntaunigensse -- 4,214,158.94 
ee ¥ “Commissions (payment of curren 
; and extinguishment of future), 532,496.63 
— we “ Contingent Guarantee Account... 277,101.09 
ee » ‘© Expenses and Taxes.............. 817,099.57 
geen a" “ Balance to New Account............... 84,174,076.42 
$100,200,805.84 $100,200,805.84 
- - _—— ~_— $$ —____ 
Dr Balance Sheet. Cr. 
To Reserve at four per cent._.._............ $81,763,995.43 || By Bonds Secured by Morigages on Real 
‘* Claims by Death not yet due............ 648,576.00 eI kT 
Claims by Death, not yet reported “ United States and other Stocks........ 17,835,.869,55 
* . LY 4 Serre 200,000.00 ME Be hne ti casvnnkh sup bapecnccscgas 6,319,051,73 
m Premiums paid in advance....-......... 265,664.37 * Cash in Banks and Trust Companies 
Surplus and Contingent Guarantee ' i Pi Gacbahalbbiicnctdldbssadhsckns 3,100,516.10 
SES ER PI es ae 4,249,378.72 |)“ Interest eccened.... ioutnie treianane are 5 1,485,754.00 
* Premiums deferred, quarterly an 
a. ‘ sem{-annusl. basse fo Seiaar: ic NT 
= remiums in transit, principally for 
a a eee 129.272.58 
ae ye “ Balances due by Agents..--............. 53,001.42 
$87,127,614.52 $87,127,614.52 











=| 


NOTE.—If the New York Standard of four and a half = cent Interest be used, the Surplus is $11,395,553.30. 
From the Surplus, as appears in the Balance Sheet, a Dividend will be apportioned to each Policy which 
shall be in force at its anniversary in 1879. 


By the unanimous action of the Board o my om another important step in advance has been taken in the 
al M 


f 
erest -holders and the public directing that the premium rates on old and new Policies shal! 
wy oe fifteen tabular ruc for Whole idte Aunual Premium Policies, with a corres 


cent. 
nding equitable reduction on the otber forms. 
- The: option is given to Yh eye members to it this reduction in cash or to pay full rates on the old plan, 
and receive equitable additions of insurance payable with the policy. All dividends are allotted in proportion 
to the actual contributions of each class to the surplus of the Company. 


New York, February 19, 1879. 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 


erick 8. Winston, Hegpry A. Smythe, Richard A. McCurdy, Lewis May, 
Report H. McCurdy, Wiliam E. Dodge, Francis Skiddy, Oliver Harriman, 
William Rags. George 8. Coe. James C. Holden, Thomas Dickson, 
Samuet ell, John E. Develin, Herman C. von Post, Henry W. Smith, 
Samue if uls, Martin Bates, George C. Richardson, John H. Sherwood, 
Lucias Robiimon, William A. Haines, Alexander H. Rice, Egisto P. Fabbri, 
William H. Popham our L. Husted, William F. Babcock George H. Andaews, 


F. Ratchford Starr, ” 


Oliver H. Palmer, 
Frederick H. Cossitt, 


Robert Olyphant. 
Henry E. Davies, 


Samuel D. Babcock, 
William Smith Brown 


VANUXEM, BATES, & LAMBERT, General Agents, 


CoMPANY’S BuILDING, PHILADELPHIA. 








Liberality. Cheapness. 


Provident 
Life and Trust Co. 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 


INCORPORATED 3d MO. 22, 1865. 


Security. 


























ASSETS AT MARKET PRICE, - “ - . $4,319,987.62 
LIABILITIES, - . - - - . - 3,322,845.40 
| EXCESS OVER LIABILITIES, - . a » $997,142.22 





MORTALITY EXPERIENCE FROM 1866 To 1877. 


| Probable Death Losses according to the American Experience 
Table of Mortality, the Standard of the Pennsylvania Insur- 
ance Department (511 lives), . - - - : 

Actual Experience of the Company during the whole period 
(331 lives), - ae ee - . 


$1,517,908 00 


996,159 00 


Difference, Sagas: - : - . - - $521,749 00 








A LOW RATE OF MORTALITY MAKES CHEAP INSURANCE, 





